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Passionate about all that grows 


JOHN CAMPBELL 


Welcome 


hen it comes to buying, seeing or enjoying 
things these days, it is the experience that we 
are being sold as much as the ‘thing’ itself; the 
buzz word is experiential. Key brands have 
concept stores, virtual reality headsets offer a location or 
activity often far beyond our own limitations, and the major 
paintings of some of our greatest artists are being experienced 


as large-scale animations that bring the images to life and take 
our imaginations in new directions with new insights. 

As gardeners though, it’s good to remember that we can 
achieve our own fully immersive experience in our gardens — a 
space to be surrounded by plants that bloom and grow, where 
we share that space with family, friends and wildlife; where past, 
present and future are right before our eyes and where we can 
play a role and learn from what’s around us. 

All our gardens featured this month share that immersive 
quality. As part of the re-envisioning of the gardens at 
Chatsworth, Tom Stuart-Smith has re-engaged visitors to 
Paxton’s immense Rock Garden; narrow winding paths, 
fulsome planting and towering rocks create a strong sense 
of place (page 68). At Stokesay Flowers (page 36), owners 
Barney and Victoria Martin have surrounded themselves in 
the romance of ‘extraordinary English 
garden flowers. Part 2 of our series 
from Alys Fowler on soil encourages 
us to immerse our hands in the 
earth (page 100), while a small city 
garden (page 94) cleverly creates a 
forest-edge feel with a light, airy tree 
canopy and restful planting. 

We hope you enjoy the experience, 


Ce puawie Mahon 


STEPHANIE MAHON, EDITOR 


C Website gardensillustrated.com 
Instagram @gardens_illustrated 
Twitter @Gdnslllustrated 
Facebook @gardensillustrated 
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sourced paper. Please recycle 
in your kerbside recycling 

bin. We would love to hear your 
feedback, please contact us at 
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Find out more about our 
inspirational training at Royal 
Botanic Gardens Kew, RHS Garden 
Wisley and online. 


Our Diploma and Professional 
Development programmes are 
available online in real-time classes as 
well as at our home in Royal Botanic 
Gardens Kew. In 2022 we also have 
short courses for professionals and 
garden enthusiasts at RHS Wisley 
Garden, Denmans Garden and online. 


Visit our website legd.org.uk to hear 
how our students are creating 
successful garden design careers and 
discover an ever-changing range of 
courses for the garden enthusiast. 
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Kate Jacobs 
Kate visits a small 
and calm, tree-filled 
garden, page 46. 
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the levels of tranquillity 
and privacy that Colm 
Joseph has achieved in 
this once-overlooked 
urban garden.” 


Chris Young 
Chris examines a well- 
designed city space, 
page 112. “It was great 
to see a real garden, 
being used by real 
people, with so much 
to offer — it truly meets 
its purpose as a modern 
family garden.” 


Sietske de Vries 
Dutch photographer 
Sietske shoots a forest- 
themed courtyard 
garden, page 94. “T 
was so inspired by this 
very green, small and 
optimally designed 
garden — a lovely 
outdoor living space.” 
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Alliance Trust’s multi-manager global equity 
portfolio is designed for the long term. 


Our structure allows a mix of managers to take 
complementary approaches, reducing the risk 

of over-reliance on a particular style, sector, or 
region — giving you built-in diversification through 
changing market conditions. 


That means we can focus on hand-picking the 
best companies, not following short-term market 
trends. Allowing you to rise above the noise of an 
unpredictable market. 

Rise above the noise with Alliance Trust. 


alliancetrust.co.uk/rise 


Alliance Trust 
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Join us live or on demand for our 2022 series of Masterclass talks that give you 
the chance to learn from some of the UK's leading gardeners and designers 


JOIN LIVE 


THURSDAY 
Zo JUNE 


pt A 6 le / 
“ae WEEK. 1 | 


< a) 
- r y ee 5 > BR a ‘ 4 » 
\ ney ys re ea ak o\ 
f \\ REN ON wwe Tia Us\) 
Le 3 5 ~ 1. wns Uk ) ie : Tah Fe. a . @ 
" 4 = f ie _ _ 
: VaLath eee es” 1 oR a } 
> orb are > 3 er ey) pil} de , . 7 
4 SS kaa, hts ac tar a. le ee \ 4 


a sustainable 
garden 


WITH JULIET SARGEANT 
GARDEN DESIGNER 


Miltiy NAILABLE 
sees TO DOWNLOAD 
o+osis & WATCH NOW 


BOOK ALL == 
THREE = 

FOR £36 & 
SAVE 20% 


Sponsored by 


= 
ONT! 


ANDREW MONTGOMERY, CRISTIAN BARNETT, MATTHEW J. THOMAS. 


‘The water is amazing, it’s like swimming in silk. We had a 
couple of dragonflies buzzing past us... you definitely feel 
you're one with nature. Having the pond has made a big 


difference to the way we use the garden.” 


Nigel & Mandy Keene Basingstoke 


Gartenart Swimming Ponds 
Unit 112 Screenworks, 22 Highbury Grove, London N5 2EF 


020 7183 3333 www.gartenart.co.uk 
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R + S The only bespoke swing and bench maker endorsed by the RHS 
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® The Royal Horticultural Society. The Royal Horticultural Society, and its logo, are trade marks of The Royal Horticultural Society (Registered Charity No 222879/SC038262) and used under licence from RHS Enterprises Limited. 


KATE FREIND 


Favourite flowers 


If you were asked to choose a single flower, what would you pick? For the writer, and fine-art and fashion photographer 
Juergen Teller it would be a petite wild strawberry, while conservationist Isabella Tree would choose a head of ragwort 
(Jacobaea vulgaris). Both of their choices are included as images in Kate Friend's evolving exhibition As Chosen By... in which 
the artist asks creatives and public figures to select a single stem that holds a special meaning for them and then photographs 
the plant in the chooser’s home or studio. “Relinquishing some control encourages me to relate to the flower in the moment,” 
says Kate. “By putting myself in a spontaneous environment | use all my senses to find my way to the final work.’ The result is a 
series of portraits of single painterly flowers, which together create a unique viewpoint that you can currently see at the Tithe 
Barn, at Thyme in Gloucestershire. Signed and numbered C-type colour prints of artworks from the exhibition are available to 
buy, with prices starting at £3,500. Until 25 September, 1Oam-5pm. Admission free. thyme.co.uk 
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Green-fingered gear 
Elegance and functionality are at the heart of a new 
collaboration between menswear brand Oliver Spencer 
and Japanese tool manufacturer Niwaki. Made from 
durable organic cotton, the collection of stylish 
workwear is designed specifically for the garden with 
plenty of handy pockets for tools, seed packets and 
clippings. Shown from top, Hortus Gardening Jacket, 


£319; Arbor Gardening Smock, £159; and Scion 
Gardening Gilet, £249. oliverspencer.co.uk 


CLIVE NICHOLS 


Love your soil 


As we are increasingly aware, the health of our soil underpins everything 
we do as gardeners (see also part two of Alys Fowler's continuing soil 
series, page 100). It’s a subject that has long been occupying the thoughts 
of Bridget Elworthy and Henrietta Courtauld, known collectively as The 
Land Gardeners, who over the past ten years have been developing and 
trialling composts that feed and nourish the soil. The end result, Climate 
Compost, is a biologically active compost that is filled with the 
microbial life needed to build a healthy soil capable of storing carbon, 
water and minerals. Climate Compost is akin to a soil inoculant, so a 
little goes a long way. Use a pinch under your seedlings, work into a 
thin layer just below the surface of your soil or use it to create a liquid 
feed. A 2L bag of Climate Compost costs £12. thelandgardeners.com 


GOLDEN FLIGHT 


Ajuga is a genus of around about 40 ground-hugging 
species that make a wonderful groundcover for 
brightening up shady corners. This month, the 
Feathered Friends Series, which launched in the USA last 
year, reaches UK shores with several exciting bird-themed 
cultivars. Look out for ‘Fancy Finch’ (top), with elongated 
coppery leaves and purple flowers; ‘Fierce Falcon’ (above 
left), with large, deep-purple leaves that appear almost 
black; and ‘Parrot Paradise’ (above right), with vibrant 
yellow leaves that have copper highlights. Find plants at 
Dobbies and independent garden centres. dobbies.com 


DEBORAH PANES, CREATE ACADEMY 
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Over 50 years 
helping garden design 
graduates stand out 
from the crowd 


Full time and part time, on campus and online design courses available. 


Many of the world’s leading garden designers All our students, full time, part time and online, 
are Inchbald graduates who benefitted from receive the same high standard of tutoring on 
being taught by established designers with which the school’s reputation is founded. 


extensive experience. Find out more visit www.inchbald.co.uk today. 


50)! inchbald 
YEARS | 58 @ © inchbald 


ESTABLISHED 1960 


020 7730 5508 | gardens@inchbald.co.uk | www.inchbald.co.uk 
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Mastery of folk arts 


Court House Farm, a restored medieval manor house in Somerset has launched a series 
of residential retreats that are designed not just to help you refresh and revive but to get 
your creative juices flowing. This month, award-winning textile artist Anne Kelly, is leading 
a five-day Folk Art retreat (13-18 June) that will introduce you to techniques needed to 
create your own folk-art-inspired textile collage or doll. The four-day course also includes 

a visit to the nearby American Museum in Bath, to take inspiration from its collection of 
folk art and quilts, and a chance to learn some simple floral-influenced printing techniques 
to create the textiles for your project. Prices start at £1,650, which includes five nights’ full 
board, including elevenses, afternoon tea and dinner with wine. During your stay you can 
also enjoy the beautiful summer gardens, and a range of relaxing activities, such as guided 
yoga sessions and flower arranging in the on-site flower farm. More retreats are planned 
for later in the year with a gardening retreat on the cards. courthousefarm.com 


ANNE KELLY 
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putour twenty 
years of experience into 
one free gardening app 
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KLC 


School of Design 


Learn design, 
change lives 


adapt > innovate > transform 


Do you want to enhance your Study Interior and garden 
home, set up your own design design at Design Centre, 
business or start a new career Chelsea Harbour, London 
as an industry respected or Online from your home. 


3 
professional design graduate’ Eehartecurce 


— Certificate 

— Diploma 

— BA (Hons) Degree 
Ssearch_KLC London 


KLC’s holistic teaching, welfare 
and career support will help 
you adapt, innovate 

and positively transform 
your life and the lives 

of those you design for. 


GLASSHOUSE MAKEOVER 


The Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh is 

one of the oldest in the UK. Originally founded 
as a physic garden in 1670, it now houses 
13,500 plant species from 157 countries. The 
glasshouses at the botanic garden are home 
to a third of its collection and contain some 

of the world’s rarest and most-threatened 
plants, including many that are extinct in their 
natural habitat. Thanks to a £4 million-grant 
from the National Lottery Heritage Fund, 

the garden is restoring its glasshouses, 

and create a new visitor experience. The 
horticulture team has already removed all 

the plants from the two Victorian palm 
houses and placed them into temporary 
storage for work to begin this summer. Over 
the course of the seven-year project, the 
team will have to move approximately 40,000 
plants to temporary homes. “It is a massive 
and complex project,” says Sadie Barber, 
research collections and project manager for 
the glasshouses. “And one that we have never 
tackled before, on quite this scale.” The team 
hopes to have a partial reopening of the 
public glasshouses in 2027. rbge.org.uk 
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Summer surprise 


A chance seedling found at Knoll Gardens in 
Dorset was launched last month as Sesleria 
‘Summer Skies’ to coincide with the RHS 
Chelsea Flower Show. The new ornamental 
grass has a compact habit, soft blue-green 
foliage and spires of creamy-white flowers 
through summer. Perfect for filling a dry 
sunny spot in the garden, this clump-forming 
grass is ideal for meadow-style planting 
schemes or growing in containers. Available in 
2L containers for £11.99. knollgardens.co.uk 


Future floristry 


‘The Future’ is this year’s theme for the 
Garden Museum's annual British Flowers 
Week exhibition (9-13 June). Five top British 
florists — Kate Wren Flowers, Frida Kim, 
Harriet Parry, McQueens Flowers and 
Wagner Kreusch — will be creating sculptural 
flower installations using seasonal flowers. 
“The future is for us designers to work 
sustainably,” says Kate Kashiri (right) of 
Kate Wren Flowers, who will be creating 

a display inspired by her childhood garden, 
which was filled with greenery and flowers 
climbing up metal poles. Admission £14. 
gardenmuseum.org.uk 


3 FOR THE GARDEN... OUTDOOR RUGS 


DESIGNER 
Orla Klely Linear Stern Outdoor Rug, jade green, 
£229-£709, The Rug Seller, 
0161 876 4566, thenugseller.co.uk 
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Moretti Circle Indoor Outdoor Rug, blue, Andalucia Paloma Rug, 
£55, Dunelm, £130-£510, Weaver Green, 
dunelm.com 01548 431902, weavergreen.com 
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@ Creating Spaces 

Find more than 200 sculptures from the Cotswold Sculptors Association exhibited in 

the 17th-century garden of Miserden, with its a topiary yew walk and views over the 
surrounding deer park. 1 June — 31 July, Wednesday to Sunday, 10am-5pm. From £9. 
Miserden, Gloucestershire GL6 7JA. Tel 01285 821303, cotswoldsculptorsassociation.com 
© Sustainable Garden Design 

The Society of Garden Designers is marking its 40th anniversary with a two-day 
symposium at RHS Garden Wisley on the subject of sustainable and ecological design. 
Speakers include Dan Pearson, Noel Kingsbury, Marian Boswall, Tom Massey and Sarah 
Eberle. 9-10 June, 8.45am-llpm Saturday; 8.45am-4.45pm Sunday. From £170. Hilltop 
Building, RHS Garden Wisley, Surrey GU23 6QB. Tel 0115 968 3188, sgd.org.uk 

© Bramshott Open Gardens 

Gardens in the Hampshire village of Bramshott will be opening their gates to the public 

to raise money for local and national charities. Those welcoming visitors this year include 
large formal gardens, vegetable patches and cottage gardens. 11-12 June, from 1lam. 

£8. Bramshott, Hampshire GU30 7SQ. bramshottopengardens.org.uk 

© London Square Open Gardens Weekend 

The London Gardens Trust is hosting a celebration of hidden green spaces across the 
capital. More than 100 gardens will be opening their gates to the public, from the Aga Khan 
Centre’s Islamic Gardens at King’s Cross (shown), to the gardens of Kelmscott House, once 
the home of designer William Morris. 11-12 June, opening times vary. Weekend ticket £20 
(entry to individual events £3). Locations across London. londongardenstrust.org 

© Charity Garden Opening 

Explore the gardens of Fonthill House in Wiltshire, with their formal planting, sculptures and 
ornamental kitchen garden, when they open in aid of the charity MYTIME Young Carers. 

12 June, 12pm-5pm. £12. Fonthill House, Tisbury, Wiltshire SP3 5RZ. fonthill.co.uk 

© National Carnation Show 

Find a huge range of Dianthus, with experts on hand to offer advice, at the British National 
Carnation Society's annual show held for the first time at RHS Garden Harlow Carr. 

12 June, 10am-4pm. Entry included in garden ticket price (from £12.95). RHS Garden 
Harlow Carr, Crag Lane, Beckwithshaw, Harrogate, North Yorkshire HG3 1QB. rhs.org.uk 
@ Eco Opera 

Allow the sounds of nature to flood your senses with a unique collaboration between 
composers, sound artists and filmmakers. Eco Opera sees sonic tubes placed at locations 
in Australia and the UK to collect and filter sounds from rural environments and botanic 
gardens. The first will be available to watch online from 13 June. eco-opera.tv 

© Gardeners’ World Live 

Explore the beautiful show gardens, stunning displays in the Floral Marquee and enjoy talks 
from Monty Don, Adam Frost, Frances Tophill, Joe Swift, Arit Anderson, Pippa Greenwood 
and Alan Titchmarsh at the NEC. 16-19 June, 9am-6pm; Yam-5pm Sunday. From £24. NEC 
Birmingham B40 INT. bbcgardenersworldlive.com 

© Horatio’s Garden Ten Year Anniversary Garden Party 

Celebrate the tenth anniversary of the spinal injuries charity Horatio’s Garden with a visit 
to the spectacular formal gardens of Longford Castle in Wiltshire. Tickets, which must be 
pre-booked, include access to the old garden alongside the River Avon, which is usually 
closed to the public, and afternoon tea. 19 June, 2-5pm. £30. Longford Castle, Bodenham, 
Wiltshire SP5 4ED. Tel 01722 326834, horatiosgarden.org.uk 

® East Cliff Garden Opening 

East Cliff, a 15-acre garden overlooking the sea in Bembridge, Isle of Wight, is opening this 
month for the first time for the National Garden Scheme. Designed by Arabella Lennox- 
Boyd in 2016, it has a white rose garden, a walled cottage garden and a wildflower meadow. 
25 June, 2-6pm. £8. ngs.org.uk 

All information is correct at time of going to press, but may be subject to change. 


Tickets for events may be limited and may have to be booked in advance. 
Please be sure to check all opening times and advice on any local restrictions before travelling. 
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HUFTON + CROW 


RHS / TIM SANDALL 


LONGFORD ESTATE 


BBC GARDENERS’ WORLD LIVE / JASON INGRAM 


LION BY RICHARD CRESSWELL 


ESCAL 


Take all the effort out 

of maintaining your lawn 
with Honda’s clever 
range of robotic mowers 


here’s nothing quite as satisfying 

as sitting down to enjoy your 

garden and seeing a perfectly 

trimmed lawn. It’s even better 
when you can enjoy that without having 
had to do any of the hard work. With 
Honda’s Miimo robotic mowers, that 
dream can become a reality. 

The Miimo range combines innovative 
and intelligent technologies to help you 
effortlessly maintain a healthy, well-kept 
lawn all year round. There are seven 
autonomous models, each with a range 
of features and capabilities that make 
them suitable for a variety of gardens, 
large and small (Miimos can cut from 
400 square metres up to 4,000 square 
metres of grass without any assistance). 

Miimo mowers are super-quiet, so you 
can use them day or night, and thanks 
to the automatic mulching function, they 
cut little and often, typically mowing just 


2-3mm of grass several times a week. 
The clippings are dispersed back on 
to the lawn, returning nutrients to the 
soil and acting as a natural fertiliser. 
Certain Miimo models even have 
smartphone connectivity that works with 
Amazon Alexa, so you can set your mowing 
schedule and send Miimo out from the 
comfort of your lounger. In fact, when 
Miimo has finished taking care of your lawn, 
it will automatically take itself back to its 
docking station to recharge, so there 
really is no effort required on your part. 


Cutting edge 
All of Honda's high-quality mowers are 
as technologically advanced as they are 
long lasting and are renowned for their 
durability and consistent performance. 
With more than 60 years of experience 
and continuous product development, 
you can rest assured a Honda mower will 
give you the best possible cut, because 
time, dedication and precision engineering 
have gone into making it. That’s why 
Honda’s mowers have a reputation for 
delivering quality cuts season after season, 
mow after mow, and come with a best-in- 
class warranty of up to seven years. 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


A Miimo lawnmower will 
dovall.the hard work for you, 
so you Il have'more time to 
simply enjoy your garden. 


‘T love my hard-working 


Honda lawnmower — with 


more than ten years of 
faultless, regular use, 
it continues to deliver 
umpeccable cutting 
performance.” 


Tom Hart Dyke 


Horticulturist, plant hunter and 
curator of The World Garden at 
Lullingstone Castle, Kent 


And not only are the lawnmowers built 
to withstand the rigours of years of regular 
use, but they're also packed with intuitive 
and practical features that bring an ease 
to mowing for gardening enthusiasts, 
professionals and newcomers alike. 


Discover more at honda.co.uk/miimo | HON DA 
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A SPACE A 
ANDIEARN 


A must-have read for 
passionate gardeners, 
Gardens Illustrated 
magazine provides 
a unique insight 
into the world’s most 
beautiful gardens, 
expert advice and 
planting ideas. 


Rose-tinted vision 


ENJOY OUR 
PREMIUM APP 
EAPERIENGE 
NOW 


buysubscriptions.com/ 
gardensillustrated 


# Download on the 
* App Store 
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* Traditional Steel Furniture 0333 400 1500 (local rate) 
BESPOKE * Arches * Pergolas * Obelisks www.harrodhorticultural.com 


DESIGN ¢ Planters ¢ Trellises & Supports 


UK MANUFACTURING 
| SERVICES - Fruit Cages * Raised Beds 10% OFF QUOTE: 22ADGL4 
SINCE 1954 ss * PLUS MORE 


@THESHED_PHOTOSTUDIO 
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DIG IN SHOPPING 


KIPTED OUT 


For tending to your rose garden 


COMPILED BY NIKI GOSS AND MOLLY BLAIR 


1. Cut Flower Trug, sustainably sourced coppiced British wood, £70, 07881 622 825, littlegardenshop.com; English- and Fairtrade farms-grown, scented cut flowers, 
from £29, 01730 818300, realflowers.co.uk 2. Washed Cotton Drill Gardening Smock, dune, $98, gardenheir.com 3. Lobster Pot, H 75cm x D 50cm, £245, 01285 706511, 
muntons.net 4. Darlac Grafting/Budding Knife, £11.99, 01953 454707, classicroses.co.uk 5. Muehlbauer Jolanthe Hat, sand, £170, 0333 400 5200, toa.st 
6. Flexi-Tie Roll, 2.5mm x 60m, £8.95, 0800 111 4699, davidaustinroses.co.uk 7. RHS Endorsed Rose and Root Fork, L 98cm, £39.99, 0114 233 8262, burgonandball.com 
8. Gardener’s Canvas Apron, dark sand, £140, 01743 588180, risdonandrisdon.co.uk 9. Niwaki Loppers, oak handles, £99, 01747 445059, niwaki.com 
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DIG IN SHOPPING 
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JAGANIC } 


Rose Food 


hy growth and 
OMS 


quality ble 


1. Suede Rose Gauntlets, natural grey, £25, 0800 111 4699, davidaustinroses.co.uk 2. Gothic Arch, matte black, W 1.2m x H 2.4m x D 45cm, £206, 0117 934 1790, 
agriframes.co.uk 3. Vitax Organic Rose Food, 4.5kg, £11.37, 01455 393000, littlefieldsfarm.com 4. H&S Turnbuckle Wire Tensioner Straining Bolts, pack of 5, £7.29, 
amazon.co.uk 5. 10L Watering Can, powder-coated steel, £45, 01993 845559, gardentrading.co.uk 6. ARS Fruit Pruners, £15, 01953 454707, classicroses.co.uk 

7. Rose Thorn Stripper, £3.50, lavenderandleeks.co.uk 8. Flower Table Arrangement Vase, H 11.5cm, £28, 01932 789721, lsa-international.com 
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Maintenance free 
garden furniture 


Lazy Susan specialise in timeless sand cast 
aluminium garden furniture. Each hand-crafted 
piece is powder coated to produce a lasting and 
durable finish. Rust and rot-proof our furniture 
is maintenance-free and designed to live outside 
all year. 


01243 71 7197 


lazysusanfurniture.co.uk 
Offer ends 24/06/2022 


At the heart of your garden” 


© 
@ 


e 
THE CONSTANT 
GARDENER | 


Midsummer offers Benjamin a brief lull between the frenzy of 


spring sowing and collecting late-summer harvests, giving him time 
to enjoy,the heady scents and beautiful blooms of the garden’s roses . 


WORDS BENJAMIN POPE ILLUSTRATION CLAIRE HARRUP & 
he longer days of June de Mills’ and R. ‘Reine des Violettes’ giving 
are a blessing with compact and repeated colour and scent. 
warmer temperatures The vigorous rambler R. ‘Paul’s Himalayan 
and increased light levels Musk’ requires space to offer its best, so 
reflected in the garden’s I grow one up a mature tree and another 
growth. A highlight for over a wall towards our shed roof. Smaller 
me is to take a stroll at ramblers worth considering include 


dusk when scents fill the still air and there R. ‘Veilchenblauv’, with its long, whippy 
is just the sound of the last birdsong or bees __ stems that can be trained into decorative 


softly foraging before nightfall. shapes over walls and supports. 

Though plants are flowering in all Stepping away from the roses there is 
manner of forms, it really is a time to a strong anticipation of abundance; fruits 
celebrate the rose. Shrub forms enrich are beginning to form with berries and 
borders as climbers and ramblers decorate currants ripening. The leafy bounty of 
walls, and there are always a few spare to containers spill over their sides, as vegetable 
cut and take into the house. I don’t spray beds rapidly become full. To keep this 
our roses for pests or diseases, so rely on growth going it is important now more 
good soil and strong healthy plants that than ever to monitor the watering and 
will repeat flower through the year. New regularly deadhead as required. 
cultivars I couldn’t be without include 
the heavenly scented Rosa Desdemona What to sow and plant 
(= ‘Auskindling’), which is also great for Although the spring rush of sowing and 
large containers, R. Gentle Hermione planting has peaked, there are still things 
(= ‘Ausrumba’) and the strong climber to keep busy with. I like to sow biennials 
R. The Generous Gardener (= ‘Ausdrawr). and perennials now or next month, so that 

Not that you should forget older roses. they reach a good size and can be planted 
R. ‘William Lobb’ provides vibrant flowers out before winter arrives. I can’t resist the 
and substantial structure in the border, elegant spires of Digitalis in all its forms, 


with R. ‘Capitaine John Ingram’, R. ‘Charles —_ from charming biennials, such as 


D. purpurea ‘Sutton’s Apricot’, to the 
perennial species, including D. lutea and 
D. parviflora. Delicate Verbascum blattaria 
f. albiflorum is something I always like to 
have, informally dotting it around the edges 
of borders and paths. For cutting or bedding 
out, it is worth sowing sweet Williams 
(Dianthus barbatus) and my preferred 
selections would be the vibrant “Oeschberg’, 
sumptuously dark ‘Sooty’, and the bi-colour 
‘Purple Crown’ and ‘Sweet Pink Magic’. 

In the vegetable patch there may be 
some succession sowing of beetroots and 
carrots or salad leaves and herbs, especially 
if your existing crops are harvesting now or 
beginning to bolt. Any last-minute planting 
out to fill the odd gap can also be done now 
and I find using quick-growing annuals 
such as Bupleurum rotundifolium, calendula 
and tagetes very successful, although it’s 
worth remembering these plants will need 
additional watering to help them establish, 
especially if the weather is hot and dry. 


What to harvest and pick 

June is often the month where the variety 
and quantity of what there is to be picked 
and cut dramatically increases, where eating 
in season becomes an absolute joy. In the 


an 


“7 
vegetable patch salads and roots should 
plentiful, along with the first broad beans, 
peas and potatoes. Strawberries begin to 
ripen with early classic cultivars such as 
‘Christine’ and ‘Honeoye’, along with good 
modern ones such as “Malling Centenary’. 

These fruits are just a prelude to what 
will be ready next month, and in warmer 
parts of the country you may also have 
the first of the cherries, gooseberries and 
currants, though in our low frost pocket 
I rarely see these until July. But elderflower 
cordial is on the agenda and is very easy 
to make, steeping the washed flowers 
overnight in a sugar- and lemon-infused 
liquid before straining. While it’s delicious 
in its own right, it’s great in cocktails and 
desserts and I love adding it to home-made 
jams and preserves to enrich the flavour. 

As with the vegetables there is much 
to cut for the house and like the borders, 
herbaceous perennials and roses provide 
an abundance. Combining soft apricot 
shades such as Rosa The Shepherdess 
(= ‘Austwist’) with dark tones of say 
R. Munstead Wood (= ‘Ausbernard’) will 
give a romantic and sophisticated display, 
softened with Alchemilla mollis, Astrantia 
‘Roma’ and the first of the sweet peas. 0 


Apply shading to greenhouses. This 
will help reduce temperatures now 
summer has arrived. Use a physical 
barrier, such as hessian or shade mesh, 

or apply shade paint to the glass. 
Summer-prune trained fruit. On 
apples and pears, shorten current 
season's growth back to three buds, 
while apricot, cherry and peach fans 
should have entire sections of older 
stems or branches removed, tying in 
young replacement growth. 

Net crops. Be ahead of the game and 
protect your crops. A combination of 
beanpoles and bird netting works well 

for most soft fruits, while butterfly 

netting will protect brassicas from 
caterpillar and pigeon damage. 

Trim topiary. You should leave hedge 
trimming until late summer to avoid 
disturbing nesting birds, but clip topiaries 
now to give the garden a crisp look 

that contrasts nicely with soft planting. 
Harvest herbs. Cutting and drying your 
own herbs now will provide ingredients 
through winter and encourage new fresh 
growth through summer. Simply cut, wash 
and hang somewhere away from sunlight 
to dry, before grinding and storing in jars. 


PONTECHIUM MACULATUM 


This lovely echium relative behaves 
as a short-lived perennial or biennial 
and is extremely hardy. With 
handsome, pointed, greyish-green 
leaves and tall, striking, burgundy-red 
flower spikes, it makes an especially 
good contrast with circular allium 
flowers and with the arching and 
soft-textured grass Stipa tenuissima. 
Seed germination can be erratic, so 
be patient and prick the seedlings 
out as soon as they are big enough to 
handle, but don’t throw the seed tray 
away as there may be more to follow. 
Seed is best sown in midsummer for 
flowering the following year. 


Height and spread 30cm x 30cm. 
Origin Central Europe to the Balkans. 
Conditions Free-draining soil; full sun. 
Hardiness RHS H4, USDA 6a-8b'. 
Season of interest May to July. 


CHARLIE HOPKINSON 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Soc ety.tHardiness ratings given where available. 


v 


Tom Coward is head 
gardener at Gravetye 
Manor in East Sussex 
gravetyemanor.co.uk 


LUPINUS ‘NOBLE MAIDEN’ 


Lupins are a wonderful group of plants. 

So many are worth growing, but the best 
performers in our garden are those 
developed by horticulturist George Russell 
on his Yorkshire allotment. This lovely 
selection has tall spikes of cream buds 

that open to pure white, its upright 
inflorescences of pea-like flowers 
mirroring the white racemes of wisteria. 
We sow seed in July for flowering plants 
the following year and replace plants every 
three to four years when they get tired. 


Height and spread 90cm x 50cm. 
Origin L. polyphyllus is native to North 
America; the Russell hybrids were 
developed in Yorkshire. 

Conditions Neutral to acid soil; full sun 
or part shade. 

Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 4a-8b. 
Season of interest May to July 
(deadhead to prolong flowering). 


DIG IN PLANTSPERSON’S FAVOURITES 


bs With many excellent summer-flowering border plants at his fingertips, Tom chooses some 
specimens that also work well in meadows, and showcases a stunning, historic water lily 


WORDS TOM COWARD PHOTOGRAPHS JASON INGRAM 


NYMPHAEA ‘ROBINSONIP 


One of a collection bred by Joseph Bory 
Latour-Marliac, who crossed the native 
European white-flowered Nymphaea alba 
with colourful North American species. 
His hybrids were exhibited by the Seine 
under the newly unveiled Eiffel Tower in 
1889 and inspired Monet’s love of water 
lilies, as told in Caroline Holmes’s book 
Water Lilies and Bory Latour-Marliac. 
The semi-vigorous N. ‘Robinsoni1’ has 
fuchsia-pink flowers, a yellow anther and 
maroon-blotched pads. It was named in 
1895 to honour Marliac’s friendship with 
William Robinson, who created the 
garden at Gravetye. 


Height and spread 30cm x 1.5m. 
Origin Marliac Nursery, France. 
Conditions 40-60cm below 

the surface of the water; full sun. 
Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 4a-11. 
Season of interest June to August. 


ROSA X ODORATA ‘MUTABILIS’ 


This has one of the longest flowering 
seasons of any rose, with single, lightly 
scented blooms produced almost 
continually from the start of summer 
until the hardest winter frosts arrive. 
‘Mutablis’ means changing and refers 

to the way the flowers open honey- 
yellow and mature to a cerise pink. They 
make quite a show, especially when 
underplanted with the pink and yellow 
lupins “The Chatelaine’ and ‘Chandelier’. 
It will tolerate poor soils better than most 
roses and is quite disease resistant. AGM*. 


Height and spread 1.5m x 1.5m. 
Origin Hybrid of R. chinensis x 

R. gigantea. 

Conditions Moist but well-drained soil: 
full sun. Best in a sheltered spot to 
maximise its long flowering season. 
Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 6a-9b. 
Season of interest June to November. 
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DUM604ZX MPOOIGZ Nas ie ~ 
* 18V LXT Grass Shear & Hedge 40V XGT Inflator Body Only F ; y , 
Dp Trimmer Body Only MRO026Z01 “ ae i 
. Bluetooth Radio . ig 
Body Only es : ye 


DMP180Z 
18V LXT Inflator Body Only 


MLOO36 
40V XGT Light Body Only XoT 


Claim a FREE MROO2GZ01 or 


DMP180Z or DUM604ZX with MP001GZ or MLOO3G with 
Selected LXT Garden Machines Selected XGT Garden Machines 


Eligible 18V LXT Cordless Products: DDG46012X7, DLM382CT2, DLM382PG2, DLM432CT2, DLM432PG2, DLM460PG2, DLM460PT4, DLM462PG2, DLM462PT4, DLM530PG2, DLM530PT4, DLM532P62, 
DLM532PT4, DLM533PG2, DLM533PT4, DUBI84RT, DUBI86RT, DUB362PG2, DUB362PT2, DUB363PG2V, DUBS63PT2V, DUASOIPG2, DUASOIPT2, DUC254RT, DUC256PG2, DUC256PT2, DUC305PG2, DUC3O5PT2, 
DUCSO6PG2, DUCSO6PT2, DUC353PG2, DUCS53PT2, DUC355PG2, DUC355PT2, DUC405PG2, DUC405PT2, DUH502RT, DUH523RT, DUHBOIRT, DUH6BO4SRT, DUH75IRT, DUH754SRT, DUN4EIWRT, DUNSOOWRTE, 

DUNG6OOLRTE, DUMIMRTX, DUMBO4RTX, DURISIRT, DURI89RT, DURISOLRT8, DURISOURT8, DURISILRT8, DURISIURT8, DURIS2LRT, DURS68APG2, DURS68APT2, DURS68LPG2, DUR368LPT2, DUR369APG2, 
DURS69APT2, DURS69LPG2, DURS69LPT2, DUXI8RT, DUX60PG2, DUX60PT2. Eligible 40V XGT Cordless Products: UB001GD201, UH004GD202, UHO056D202, UHO066D202, UHO076D202, UH0136D201, 
UHO14GD201, UROO2GD201, UROO3GD201, UROO6GD201, UROO8GD201, DG001GD201, UX01GD201. 


Claims can be registered on-line from Ist February 2022 and must be registered within 28 days of purchase for qualifying models. 
Qualifying models must be purchased by 30th June 2022 to qualify and registered within 28 days. 


Claim online @ makitauk.com/redemption 


Claim a FREE MROO2GZ01 or 


DIG IN PLANTSPERSON’S FAVOURITES 


z3 


PAEONIA ‘SCARLET OHARA’ 


In his 1870 book The Wild Garden, 
William Robinson discussed the use of 
exotic perennials naturalised in long grass, 
and used the example of a group of scarlet 
peonies in a meadow. Reintroducing such 
naturalised plantings to Gravetye’s 
meadows has been fun and some of the 
species peonies, such as P. mascula and 

P. officinalis, are showing promise, but 
‘Scarlet O'Hara’ has worked best, with its 
brilliant-red, single flowers that stand out 
so well in the grass. It has the vigour to 
compete in the meadow habitat and 
continues to flower over the years. AGM. 


Height and spread 1m x 75cm. 

Origin P. officinalis x P. lactiflora, first 
produced in the USA in 1956. 
Conditions Moist but well-drained loam 
or sand; full sun or part shade. 
Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 
Season of interest June. 


CYNOGLOSSUM AMABILE 


The Chinese forget-me-not, closely related 
to the common forget-me-not, is a 
wonderful annual with abundant, showy 
sprays of small, intense azure-blue flowers 
that stand out against its slightly grey-blue 
foliage. We get best results from an 
autumn germination, with plants 
overwintered in the cold frame and 
planted out in spring. Subsequent 
successional spring sowings also make 
good plants that will flower a little later. 
Very effective tucked into gaps within the 
mixed border as well as being stunning in 
large drifts. Its lovely blue always looks 
best in dappled shade. AGM. 


Height and spread 60cm x 60cm. 
Origin Bhutan, China and Nepal. 
Conditions Moist but well-drained loam 
or sand; full sun or part shade. 
Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 6a-9b. 
Season of interest May to July. 


RANUNCULUS ACRIS 
STEVENII 


This is a tall, semi-double version of our 
native field buttercup that works as an 
excellent border plant. It can reach 1.5m, 
so we grow ours through a pea-stick cage 
for support, making an impressive plant. 
After flowering, it is cut down to the 
ground, allowing space for late-summer 
planting. A vigorous perennial, forming 
dense clumps of rhizomes that should be 
divided every three to four years. It also 
works well planted in coarse, long grass or 
in hedge margins. 


Height and spread 1.5m x 1m. 

Origin R. acris is native to Britain and 
lreland, as well as most of northern 

and central Europe. 

Conditions Most borders or meadows, 
prefers damp soil; full sun or part shade. 
Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 
Season of interest May to July. 


Tom's recommendations 
for places to see 
seasonal plants 

at their best 


Be sure to check opening 
times. Some garden visits 
may need to be pre-booked 


Ventnor Botanic Garden 
is one of the first gardens 

| worked in, and remains 
one of my favourite places 
to visit. Situated on the 
south coast of the Isle of 
Wight, with an enviable 
Gulf Stream climate and 
sheltered from the wind, 
this garden rarely gets 

a frost and the plant 
collections are superb. 
Storm damage in 1987 
provided an opportunity for 


replanting, which the 

then curator, Simon 
Goodenough, set about 
with energy and vision. 
Some of the subsequent 
plantings from around the 
world are now beginning to 
reach maturity. Much of the 
garden has a Mediterranean 
‘wild garden’ feel and 
highlights include some of 
the oldest Trachycarpus 
fortunei inthe country and 
forests of Echium wildpretii 


and E. pininana, all 
hybridising and naturalising 
in awild garden setting. This 
spectacle is at its best from 
the end of June into July. 
The garden has been 
curated by Chris Kidd since 
2011, who previously 
worked under Simon, and 
with the new appointment 
of head gardener Michelle 
Cain this charming garden 
has an exiting period ahead 
of it. Undercliff Drive, 


Ventnor, Isle of Wight 
PO38 1UL. Tel 01983 
855397, botanic.co.uk 
Another beautiful 
garden on the Isle of Wight 
is Farringford House, the 
former home of the poet 
Alfred, Lord Tennyson. The 
garden had become quite 
dilapidated until the current 
owners bought the property 
and employed Ellen and 
Alistair Penstone-Smith 


ms 


in 2017 to restore and > 
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DIG IN PLANTSPERSON’S FAVOURITES 


BISTORTA OFFICINALIS 
‘SUPERBA 


The common bistort deserves its 
popularity as an excellent border 
perennial. It flowers in flushes from late 
spring to autumn, and is best cut back 
hard as soon as its first flush has finished. 
It works well naturalised in our meadows 
as part of our wild garden plantings. We 
often have a surplus of plants when the 
clumps in the borders need dividing, so 
we plant in drifts through the orchard. 
Over the years they've competed with turf 
and look stunning in the long grass 
flowering among dark-blue Camassia 
quamash, AGM. 


Height and spread 50cm x Im. 

Origin Europe and West Asia. 
Conditions Adaptable and easy to grow 
in any moist soil; full Sun or part shade. 
Hardiness RHS H/. 

Season of interest June to August. 


HESPERIS MATRONALIS 


Our first sweet rocket was grown from 

a free seed packet on Gardens IIlustrated, 
and it has gone on to become one of our 
best-loved performers. Its clouds of mauve 
flowers work well with the vertical lines of 
wisteria and lupins and truly come into 
their own in the evening light. The Greek 
god Hesperus was known as the Evening 
Star, and evening is when the perfume of 
sweet rocket is at its best, filling the garden 
with its scent just in time for drinks. We 
sow in July and grow on in pots for 
autumn, placing plants where they will 
flower the following year. Chef also likes 
to use it as an edible flower. 


Height and spread 1m x 1m. 

Origin Native to Eurasia. 

Conditions Moist but well-drained loam 
or sand; full sun or part shade. 
Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 
Season of interest May to June. 


WISTERIA FLORIBUNDA 
F. ALBA ‘SHIRO-NODA 


A superb wisteria with some of the longest 
racemes of any white-flowered cultivar. 

It will form magnificent curtains of 
flowers humming with bees, and fill the 
garden with the most magical scent. At 
Gravetye we have it on a pergola along the 
edge of the flower garden, creating a 
wonderful backdrop at this time of year. 

I especially like it with the opposing spikes 
of lupins, like stalagmites to the wisteria’s 
stalactites. Being one of the later-flowering 
wisterias, it has the advantage of rarely 
being damaged by late frosts. AGM. 


Height and spread 4m x 4m. 

Origin Japan. 

Conditions Moist but well-drained loam 
or sand; full sun or part shade. 
Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 5a-9b. 
Season of interest Flowers May to June; 
foliage has good autumn colour. 


[> develop it. The biggest collection of old-fashioned woodland plantings are British bomber that crashed — beautiful landscape that has 
challenge has been the roses. Bedbury Lane, always an inspiration, with while returning from a raid. been so well gardened for 
two-acre walled garden, Freshwater Bay, mouth-watering specimen Giles survived and moved many generations. The 
which has been Isle of Wight PO4O 9PE. trees at every corner. It was next door to continue garden is glorious at any 


Tel 01983 752500, 
farringford.co.uk 


transformed to a paradise 
planted with vegetables, 
fruit and ornamentals. 

The design respects the 
heritage of the site, yet is 
progressive and exciting. 
Eachtime | visit, | learn 
something new. Open from 
April to October but June is 
alovely time to see the 


meadows are some o 
best in the area, andt 
beautiful water garde 


High Beeches is quite 
close to Gravetye with 
acharm of its own and 
packed with treasures. 
The stunning wildflower 


a former home of the Loder 
family, with the heart of the 
garden created by Colonel 
Giles Loder in the early 
1900s (at the same time as 
the family was developing 
the gardens at Wakehurst 
and Leonardslee in West 
Sussex). 1n 1943, the manor 
house was destroyed by a 


gardening the site until his 
death in 1967. The garden 
was then bought by Edward 
and Anne Boscawen, who 
avidly collected and grew 
many new trees from seed. 
Today the garden is 
managed by their daughter 
Sarah and her team, who 
continue to care for this 


time of year, but one of the 
highlights is early June 
when stands of Loderi 
Group rhododendrons 
flower alongside carpets of 
orchids in the meadows. 
High Beeches Lane, 
Handcross, West Sussex 
RH17 6HQ. Tel 01444 
400589, highbeeches.com 
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perfectly evolved for. f 


THE GREAT 
BRITISH WEATHER 


rhinogreenhouses.co.uk 
0800 694 1929 
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RHINO 


“8 Greenhouses 


- Welcome the joys of spring - 
from within your very own Rhino 
greenhouse. Ultra-strong and 
beatifully engineered to provide 
everything you need on your 
gardening journey, it’s the perfect 
space to protect and grow your 
plants as the days get longer and 
nature blossoms back into life. 


a 


Victoria and Barney 
Martin in the middle of the 


one-acre walled garden at 


Stokesay Court near Ludlow in 


Shropshire. Spires of Digitalis 


purpurea pair with rounder 


shrub roses, including Rosa 


Wild Rover (= ‘Dichirap’) 


shown here. 


Rose-tinted vision 


A willingness to experiment and an easy-going attitude have served 
Victoria and Barney Martin well in their quest to establish Stokesay Flowers 


WORDS KENDRA WILSON PHOTOGRAPHS JASON INGRAM 
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What Sloping walled garden with good 

buildings and a small polytunnel in the 
~footprint of a former glasshouse. 
Where Shropshire. 

Size One acre. 
© Soil’Well-balanced, medium-heavy soil. 
Climate Sheltered by high walls 

and a stand of tall conifers on the 

west side, although there is‘a-frost 

pocket in the central area. 

Hardiness zone USDA 8. 


The walled garden is contemporary 
to Stokesay Court, built in 1890. 
Its ambitions were curtailed after. 
only 24 years, with the beginning 
of the First World War. Compost 
bins on the east-facing wall were 

a project for last winter. 


assing through the gatehouse at 
Stokesay Court in Shropshire, and 
winding through tall trees past the 
stable block to the sloping walled 
garden, it is possible to believe that 
you are entering another, better 
world. In place of tyrannical head 
gardeners of old, two very relaxed 

people use this acre for growing flowers that are 

described by florist Shane Connolly as ‘truly among 

the best in the UK; grown with passion and flair and 

without chemicals — something that is self-evident 

on entering Barney and Victoria Martin’s benign 

kingdom, which is alive with birdsong, buzzing, 

and a clutch of feathery Barbu d’Uccle hens. 

When the couple took on the lease ten years ago 
and decided to have a go at market gardening, having 


lived in London and briefly in Shanghai, they were 
enchanted. Shropshire, too, seemed magical, and 

so was their small cottage where they planted an 
orchard, and added some sheep, and roses — and soon 
many more roses — both in their own garden, and for 
their business. Of all the luxurious stems grown at 
Stokesay Flowers, it is roses that are desired the most 
by customers. In their infinite variety, they give form 
to the couple’s modus operandi: “It’s all about the 
romance,’ says Victoria. “All of the decisions in our 
lives and in our gardens are made on that basis.” 

It is a narrow focus that allows a lot of freedom. 
Victoria, who was a professional gardener before 
moving to Shropshire, while Barney was a 
commercial surveyor, sees no romance in growing 
under cover, all year round: “We like the rhythm of 
quiet and sleep in winter, and waking up in spring.” 
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Even nee the door is opened, 
ye 
Pe Stokesay Flowers tps a picture 
of vitality, its sign almost 
) could iby an enthusiastic 
: Wollerton Old Hall — 
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cc ‘Aus blanket’). With plenty of , 
eae Be, each flower colour id , 
Aggablements the other. \ oe bag 


Facing page An old pear grows 

—S on a west-facing wall, to which <p ae 
“roses are slowly being added. ‘ , all 

a7 The.white tractor shedkis 

: _currently the favourite nesting 


<7 © place for a brood of Barbu . 
ae ay Uccle hens. Tall walls give’ _ 
Adee Si¥ ob shelter, aidied by taller trees. 
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8 ROSES FOR CUTTING 


1 Rosa ‘Francois Juranville’ Rambler, 1866. A rose that is not too thorny and 
has pliable stems making it good, as Victoria puts, it “for twiddling about on 
the wall”. Some repeat flowering. 7-8m. AGM*. RHS H6. 

2 Rosa ‘Madame Hardy’ Large shrub, 1832. A strong grower with many- 
petalled flowers that have a green eye. Thorny and scented, its growing 
habit can be opened up by training shoots downwards. 1.5m. AGM. RHS H7. 
3 Rosa ‘Tuscany Superb’ Small shrub, 1837. A healthy rose that Victoria 
describes as “bringing a touch of gypsy romance”. Flowers only once and 
has a short vase life but offers a deep fragrance. 1.2m. AGM. RHS H7. 

4 Rosa ‘Prosperity’ Large shrub, 1919. A highly fragrant, generous rose with 
large clusters of small, double, creamy, flowers on arching stems with 
glossy leaves, from June to November. 1.8m. AGM. RHS H6. 

5 Rosa ‘K6nigin von Danemark’ Large shrub, 1816. So beautiful and feminine is 
this rose, Victoria had to do a double take when she first saw it. Fragrant and 
vigorous, it has quartered blooms, meaning the petals are tightly overlapping, 
flattened and arranged like a quatrefoil pattern. 1.5m. AGM. RHS H7. 

6 Rosa ‘Buff Beauty’ Large shrub, 1939. A healthy and gently fragrant rose with 
rich, soft apricot blooms. Looks lovely on its own or mixed with other colours. Its 
strong branches are great for large displays. 1.5m. AGM. RHS H6. 

7 ‘Rosa Variegata di Bologna’ Large shrub, 1869. An extremely fragrant and 
irresistibly beautiful rose, but prone to black spot. Benefits from rich soil, mulch, 
good light and air, and a seaweed and garlic solution spray. 1.5m. RHS H5. 

8 Rosa ‘Fritz Nobis’ Large shrub, 1940. Strong, arching, kinky stems, topped 
with exquisite, porcelain-like flowers that are a warm, soft, rich pink and 
have amusk scent. Flowers once. 1.8m. AGM. RHS H/7. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 
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[> They prefer to offer flowers between April and 
October when they are “properly” seasonal, supplying 
plants such as rambling roses, cut by the tumbling 
branch, if that is what is required. Even Pratley Flower 
and Plants, the British-grown cut flower specialists 

at New Covent Garden takes these unconventional 
items, as do “the discerning, bold, romantically 
inclined florists” among their clients. 

During the growing season, Barney and Victoria 
don’t have the leisure to garden, instead focusing on 
deliveries, orders, and a huge amount of picking that 
generally involves a team of six. When the Martins 
first arrived, with no money for perennials and 
bigger plants, they grew annuals, vegetables and a lot 
of soft fruit, which was popular with the Michelin- 
starred chefs of Ludlow but made no money for 
them. Fortunately for their future trajectory, flowers 


Fidupppene 


My Tht oe 
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were found not only to be more enjoyable but also 
more profitable, with only a few gooseberries and 
blackcurrants now remaining, as well as an historic 
knot of culinary blackberries. 

The garden’s crossroads are marked by a 
handsome, wrought-iron arbour, made by a local 
blacksmith in response to the rounded gable ends 
of Stokesay Court, clearly visible from the garden. A 
couple of Rosa Adelaide d’Orléans make a fine tracery 
over it. An avenue of eucalyptus is kept short and 
stout through heavy harvesting, while an informally 
cut parterre makes a casual rose garden, home to 
mainly David Austin English shrub roses that are 
prized for their extended season of repeat flowering 
and good health. 

Experimentation is part of the Stokesay ethos, and 
roses are obtained from many sources, including [> 


y 
: Barney picks from a David t 
Austin’s:‘R/ Queen of Sweden_~ 
(=.‘Austiger’) while Victoria 
picks from the old rose, R. ‘Fritz 3 
-, Nobis’ Growing up the wall 
~ behind them is an old rambler, 
R. ‘Francois Juranville’ that , 
Victoria says has “lovely, 
a, draping, pliable stems, good for 
twiddling about on the wall”. 


Blooming big and beautiful 


Victoria and Barney Martin are not veteran rose growers but enthusiastic 

propagators and collectors, learning as they go. They have roses they can 

pick pretty much every month of the year, including Rosa x odorata ‘Bengal 

Crimson; which flowers sporadically all winter in a sheltered spot. 

z 

Victoria's book Favourite Roses for Cutting sets out her ideas for growing roses 

for enjoying in a garden, as well as in a vase. Here are some of her tips: 

Avoid anything that is disease-prone and choose naturally healthy cultivars. 

Plant roses well, with fertile compost, and keep them mulched. 

Restrict companion planting to airy spires with a small footprint, such as 
foxgloves, toadflax, alliums and fringe cups (Tellima grandiflora). “a 

Make your own orgahic feed solution (such as garlic and seaweed) and 

spray once early in the’season, especially in the early years of growth. 


For more of Victoria's tips on’growing'roses for cutting, 
’ visit gardensillustrated.com 


> discount supermarkets. But any that are found to be 
“unlovely or ungenerous in flower” are soon gone. In 
a garden that relies on garlic and seaweed spray rather 
than a chemical alternative, plants need to be naturally 
healthy. One exception is pink and white-striped 

Rosa ‘Variegata di Bologna, a decadent beauty that is 
severely prone to black spot. Old roses are the Martins’ 
favourites, each one an ode to romance. They love the 
anticipation, the intense but finite burst of flower. And 
yet there are many old roses in the garden such as Rosa 
‘Madame Alfred Carriére’ and ‘Buff Beauty’ that keep 
on going, on and off, into autumn. 

Billowing ramblers and spilling shrubs (such as 
luminous Paeonia ‘Coral Charm’ and ‘Coral Sunset’) 
find a dynamic pairing in vertical self-seeders. 
Foxgloves and alliums are joined by toadflax species 
and cultivars, including Linaria ‘Peachy, L. purpurea 
‘Canon Went and L. triornithophora ‘Pink Budgies’ 
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Foxtail lilies create the most dramatic spires; Eremurus 
x isabellinus ‘Cleopatra is grown in great profusion, to 
lessen the impact of individual losses to the demands 
of summer party orders. Later, dahlias “in all the 
colours that our customers like” will add orange, 
peach, cream and plum to the mix. 

Barney has an uncanny ability to find walled 
gardens that are in reasonably good condition. They 
have just taken on a second one, 15 minutes’ drive 
away. When Victoria showed the new site to Michael 
Marriott, chair of the Historic Roses Group at The 
Rose Society UK, she asked his opinion on the 
best areas for planting roses. She cannot have been 
surprised when his answer was: “Everywhere.” 0 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Find out more about Stokesay Flowers 


at stokesayflowers.co.uk 
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CSCape 


The new Gordon's Tropical Passionfruit Distilled Gin 
is the perfect tipple for your next al fresco get-together 


ith the summer months 
almost upon us, it’s the 
perfect time to plana 
garden gathering to make 
the most of the warm weather and longer 
evenings. Of course, no sun-dappled 
soirée is complete without a fruity 
beverage — and that’s why you should 
try Gordon's new Tropical Passionfruit 
Distilled Gin. 

Made with the highest quality 
ingredients and 100 per cent natural 
flavours, Gordon's Tropical Passionfruit 
is an exotic twist on the original Gordon's 
London Dry recipe. The fruity, floral taste 
of passionfruit blends perfectly with the 
juniper notes in Gordon's London Dry to 
deliver a deliciously crisp and juicy taste 
that’s ideal for summer barbecues and 
evening drinks on the patio with friends. 

If you're looking for the perfect way 
to enjoy this tropical tipple, read on 
for some of Gordon's favourite serving 
suggestions, alongside a few décor 
and entertainment ideas to help you 
channel that summertime aesthetic 
into your outdoor space. 


Gordons 


SHALL WE? 


A taste of summer 
First up, we have the star of the show: 
Gordon's Tropical Passionfruit Distilled 
Gin. For an exotic take on the classic 

G&T, pour 50mI* over ice with 150ml of 
your favourite tonic. Or, if you're feeling 
adventurous, it’s perfect for adding an 
extra burst of fruitiness to a passionfruit 
martini — garnished with a slice of 
passionfruit. Pair your drinks with a spread 
of tropical plates to complement the 
flavours of the gin. Think crispy coconut 
shrimp and barbecue chicken 
skewers served with a fresh 
watermelon and mango salad. 


Turn up the volume 
If you're really looking to 
embrace the tropical theme, “ ~s; 
why not serve your gin with 

a side of summery décor and 
entertainment? A pop-up tiki bar 

with a self-service drinks station makes 
a fun and unique addition, complete 
with a range of colourful cocktail 
accessories for guests to help 


—=— 


To find out more about Gordon's Tropical 
Passionfruit Distilled Gin, visit gordonsgin.com 
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themselves. Your garden is sure to be 
bursting with natural colour at this time 
of year, so you could even pick some 
flowers to liven up your table settings. 
For those who like a garden game, 
‘ulu maika is an ancient Hawaiian 
activity that’s similar to lawn bowls. It’s 
traditionally played with a stone disc, but 
a boule works well too. Simply place two 
stakes in the ground, around 20cm apart, 
and take turns to roll your boule through 
the middle from around 4.5 metres away 
to see who can get the farthest. You 
could also try a hula hooping competition 
or a game of pass the coconut — 
a tropical version of hot potato. 


Gordon's 
Passionfruit Martini 
Mix 50ml of Gordon's 

Tropical Passionfruit Distilled 

Gin* with 50m passionfruit 

purée, 12.5ml (half a shot) lime a 

juice and 12.5ml vanilla syrup for 0}. 

the perfect passionfruit martini. 

*7.8 units of alcohol per serve f 
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for the facts drinkaware.co.uk 


GARDENING TALENT 


MOLLIE 
HIGGINSON 


Mollie works at her family’s wholesale 
nursery and is committed to 
encouraging young people into 
horticulture as a great career choice 


PORTRAIT ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


Earliest gardening memory | remember pottering around 
the garden a lot with my mum as a child and growing 
sunflowers for school competitions, but my first real 
memory of getting stuck into gardening was helping at our 
family's nursery, weeding the paths in the glasshouse and 
re-laying weed-suppressant matting. 

First plant love As a child | loved succulents; | used to collect 
as many as | could and create succulent gardens in old pots 
we had lying around. That's when | started to understand 
the appeal of gardening; watching them grow and taking 

off the baby plants, handing them out to friends or family 
and seeing them grow into bigger plants. 

Who has inspired your career the most? | came into 
horticulture without really knowing what | had stepped 

into. It wasn’t a chosen career path, but as soon as | started 
working for New Leaf Plants full time, | realised how much | 
loved it. My dad is one of my biggest inspirations, he came 
from a banking background and moved into horticulture. He 
bought New Leaf Plants in 2015 and watching him thrive in 
his role as MD inspired me to keep progressing in my career 
through New Leaf, with hopes of one day being MD. 
Favourite planting style Whatever works for you. Put plants 
in that you like; if you know you're too busy to garden during 
spring, put in low-maintenance plants. Gardening isn't just 
about making a garden look fantastic, it’s about allowing you 
to be successful in your own garden. 

Biggest challenge facing horticulture today Diversity; 
horticulture has a bad image of being for one class and one 
gender, when it can be so much to so many more people. 
The job roles are so vast; it is not a low-wage, low-skilled 
career. You can be successful in horticulture, and we need 
to start telling kids from all backgrounds about why 
horticulture is the possible career choice for them. 

What’s the future for horticulture? | want it to become an 
up-and-coming career, to see more young people choosing 
it as a career path, be that through college courses, 
apprenticeships or university. I'm co-chair of the Young 
People in Horticulture Association (YPHA), which we set up 
back in 2020, and now has over 250 members. We wanted 
somewhere for under thirty-fives working in horticulture to 
join together — to network, have fun, make friends within the 
industry and to keep learning about all the areas involved. 
Contact ypha.org.uk 
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-Jaid “back living 
In this once-overlooked suburban plot, 


R designer Colm Joseph has created a modern gravel SNS rae 
*s4. «.. garden that offers a relaxing green retreat ie 
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What Small suburban garden. 
Where Suffolk. 

Size 15m x 11m. 

Soil Free-draining, lime-rich loam. 
Climate Temperate. 

Hardiness zone USDA 8. 


The unified boundary treatment 

of Carpinus betulus as both hedge 
and pleached trees provides the 
garden with privacy and coherence, 
and creates a formal framework for 
the.more naturalistic planting to 
play against? Hummocks of 

Pinus mugo ‘Gnom’ and Sesleria 
autumnalis help:to build up 

a palette of greens, interspersed 
with drifts of colour, enveloping 

the inviting seating areass 
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mall gardens are all too often 
defined by their boundaries, 
but, by paying attention to this 
garden’s perimeters and carefully 
shaping the space within, garden 
designer Colm Joseph has 
brought the focus into the heart 
of this garden. Here a restrained 
yet naturalistic planting scheme has created 

a relaxed and harmonious place to spend 

time in. The owners of this garden, in the 
suburbs of historic market town Bury 

St Edmunds, are keen gardeners, but were 
saddled with too many challenges to tackle 

a redesign themselves, dating back to when 

the house was built in the 1990s. “There were 
overpowering shrubs and uninspiring panel 
fencing that failed to screen the garden, and 

a lack of inviting destinations within,” recalls 
Colm. On the verge of retirement, the owners 
asked for a garden where they could spend a lot 
more time relaxing: “They wanted it to be 

a truly immersive retreat.” 

The principal challenge faced by Colm was 
the fact that this garden was overlooked by 
neighbouring properties on all sides — hardly 
conducive to relaxation. In order to deliver a 
garden with a truly immersive feel, Colm had 
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to rethink its boundaries. “Unless there’s a 
characterful old wall or the budget to build 
something beautiful, I like to green up the 
perimeters, to soften them and give them 

a much more natural feel. Using the same 
boundary treatment throughout also creates 

a sense of coherence, which is so important in 
a small garden and means that your eye settles 
within the space and isn’t drawn to the fence.” 

In what might seem like a counter-intuitive 
move in a small garden, Colm has invested 
valuable space in creating a double boundary 
using two forms of Carpinus betulus, firstly as 
an outer hedge that screens the existing fences, 
then, within that, as a line of pleached trees. 
“This provides privacy screening to a good 
height. It takes up a little more room, but it’s 
worth it because together the boundaries bring 
a greater sense of layered depth and make the 
garden feel less finite.” 

The house opens on to the garden via two 
sets of French doors and the owners asked for 
two seating areas, to serve as lounging and 
dining spaces. But rather than place these 
adjacent to the house, Colm has sited them in 
the middle of the garden. “In a smaller plot, 

I avoid leaving a central void. Instead I like to 


To continue turn to page 52 > 
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Above The pale-grey finish of the 
simple, reflective water bowl 
complements the limestone slabs and 
gravel; together they are an attractive 
foil for the intense hues of Salvia 
nemorosa ‘Caradonna’ and Thymus 
serpyllum ‘Pink Chintz’. The budget- 
friendly water feature is cleverly sited 
between the two seating zones, 
bringing a sense of tranquillity to both 
areas. The large-format limestone 
paving creates a minimalist contrast 
with the naturalistic planting, while 
the staggered, asymmetric layout 
and planted paving joints seamlessly 
integrate the hard and soft elements 
of the garden. 


Right The seating areas are 
positioned in the heart of the garden, 
immersed in the planting. Carpinus 
betulus has been repeated in three 
different forms, ranging from clipped 
formality to the sinuously sculptural. 
Four multi-stemmed trees bring 
definition to the centre of the garden, 
introducing an element of height 
without blocking sightlines, while 
tactile mounds of vivid-green Sesleria 
autumnalis bring a sense of 
movement to the planting. 
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~The garden i isa balanciig act, 

between-classic and modern, 
formal and informal, the 

panic and the naturalistic’ 
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cial role to play in the 

successful small garden. 

y add height and mass, helping to 

shape the space and define areas within the 
garden. Trees also provide a connection with 
nature and seasonality —- something that is 
important in all gardens but even more so 
in urban or suburban spaces. Colm likes to 
connect his gardens to the wider landscape 
and often opts for species that grow naturally 
in the surrounding area. Among his favourite 
trees for a smaller garden are Malus (the crab 

: apples), Cornus mas, Amelanchier x lamarckii, 
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and multi-stemmed Crataegus. “| often use 
deciduous trees with spring blossom and 


good autumn colour, as they sync the garden, 


and the people using it, to the changing 
seasons, and are great for wildlife.” 


To create calm and cohesion in this 
garden, Colm used another versatile 
species of native tree with strong seasonal 
interest, Carpinus betulus, creatively 
deployed in multiple forms to improve 
privacy and blur the boundaries of the 
garden, first as a hedge and, further in, 
as a row of pleached trees. There are also 


multi-stemmed feature trees that have 
a sculptural quality. 


The form of tree chosen for a small 
garden is also important. The multi- 
stemmed specimens used here are 
“umbrella-pruned”, with a raised canopy 
and clear stems, to preserve the views 
through the stems and across the garden. 
“There's no foliage low down so they 
don't feel too heavy, but you can still 
appreciate the mass of the canopy above 
head height, which is useful for creating 
dappled shade over the seating areas.” 


Loose, naturalistic mounds of dwarf pine, 
Pinus mugo ‘MopS’.and'Rinus mugo‘Gnom;, 
_ are a nod to the woods that punctuate the 
Suffolk landsCapesahd contrast with the 
more static, formalelements of the garden. 
A restrained colour palett@ of pinks, purples 
and whites is tempered-by an emphasis on 
contrasting shades of green. The planting 
features carefully considered variations in 
the texture, form and colour of flowering 
perennials, and grasses add long séasonal 
interest in this Coherent and restful’space. 


[> bring mass into the garden to shape the 
space, which, again, actually makes the garden 
feel bigger.” That sense of mass is achieved with 
a third variation on Colm’s Carpinus betulus 
theme, this time in a multi-stemmed form, 
as well as with mounds of dwarf pine (Pinus 
mugo ‘Mops’ and Pinus mugo ‘Gnom’) that 
repeat around the garden, adding year-round 
structure and texture to the groundcover 
planting. Colm likes to anchor his gardens in 
the wider landscape, so for this design, he drew 
on the genius loci of the Suffolk countryside — 
a tapestry of arable fields and hedgerows, 
studded with pockets of woodland that 
frequently combine deciduous trees with pines. 
“For me it’s an important design principle for 
gardens to resonate with their wider setting.” 
For the hard landscaping, Colm has chosen 
a light grey limestone, which he says is a nod to 
the chalk geology of parts of East Anglia. 
Just as with the Carpinus betulus, Colm has used 
the stone in contrasting formats: a naturalistic 
gravel and outsized slabs of sawn-finish paving, 


bringing simplicity and modernity to the design. 


The paving is used to define the two seating 
areas. “Again it feels counter-intuitive, but 
using oversized pavers actually increases 
the sense of space,” says Colm. 
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To continue this garden’s restrained aesthetic, 
Colm opted for a pared-back planting palette. 
“To create a restful space, I wanted the garden 
to feature layers of green, confining the wider 
colour palette to drifts of purple, pink and 
white, with some yellow hues,” he says. A 
relaxed feel is further cultivated by contrasting 
the clipped formality of the boundary with a 
looser, more naturalistic approach to the ground 
over planting, “from the pines, down to the 
thyme that creeps across the gravel and softens 
the edges of the large paving slabs”. For Colm, 
the perennials bring a subtle dynamism to the 
garden. “It’s so important to tie the garden to 
the seasons, with plants such as gauras, salvias 
and sesleria bringing a sense of flux throughout 
the year in what might otherwise be quite 
a static composition.” 

This garden is a deft balancing act, between 
classic and modern, formal and informal, the 
manicured and the naturalistic. Now screened 
and private, the owners have little more to 
do than sit back and enjoy the new-found 
sense of harmony. 0 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Find out more about Colm’s work 
at colmjoseph.co.uk 


Above Once overlooked, the 
garden is now pleasingly secluded, 
allowing its owners to relax and 
potter in privacy. Designed as 

a low-maintenance gravel garden, 
the gravel acts as a mulch to 
suppress weeds and reduce the 
need for irrigation. The plant 
selections combine year-round 
interest in form, colour and texture, 
with gentle seasonal transitions to 
create the desired relaxing space. 


8 KEY PLANTS 


1 Alchemilla mollis Scallop-edged foliage contributes to the layers 
of green in this garden, while the yellow-green flowers add a subtle 
lift to the planting. 60cm x 75cm. AGM*. RHS H7, USDA 3a-8bt. 

2 Thymus serpyllum ‘Pink Chintz’ This evergreen groundcover 
adds drifts of pink in early summer and softens the lines of the 
limestone paving. The flowers are edible, and pretty in salads and 
drinks. 10cm x 50cm. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 5a-8b. 

3 Selinum wallichianum The fine, frond-like foliage and white umbels 
bring variation in texture and form, while the claret-tinted stems echo 
the colours at play in this garden. 1.2m x 90cm. AGM. RHS H6. 

4 Oenothera lindheimeri ‘Whirling Butterflies’ A short-lived 
perennial worth including for the long flowering season of hazy 
spires of pink-white flowers. 75cm x 50cm. RHS H4, USDA 5a-9b. 
5 Salvia nemorosa ‘Caradonna’ A compact, bee-friendly plant that 
thrives in a sunny gravel garden. Drifts of purple racemes provide 
acontrasting form within the planting scheme here. 
50cm x 30cm. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 

6 Pinus mugo ‘Mops’ Provides evergreen structure within the 
naturalistic planting. 4m x 8m. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 2a-7b. 

7 Sesleria autumnalis Semi-evergreen grass with long-lasting, 
silver-white panicles and beautiful autumn colour. 50cm x 50cm. 
AGM. RHS H7, USDA 5a-8b. 

8 Euphorbia myrsinites A low-lying plant with glaucous leaves and 
acid-yellow flowers in spring and early summer. 15cm x 30cm. 
AGM.RHS H5, USDA 5a-9b. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings given where available. 


Garden delights 


Cosy nooks, a sleek waterfall and structured planting make the grounds at 
Ampney House a place for the family to play and relax in as well as admire 


WORDS JODIE JONES PHOTOGRAPHS MARCUS HARPUR / GAP PHOTOS 


ood gardens take time to develop, especially those on a grand 
scale, and down a winding lane in a particularly appealing part of 
the Cotswolds lies the home of a couple who clearly possess the 
combination of interest, patience and aesthetic sensitivity required 
to produce something really beautiful. It was all rather different when 
garden designer Marcus Barnett first visited the newly acquired garden 
back in 2010. “It was dated, overgrown, and did nothing to enhance 
either the lovely house or the glorious countryside that surrounds it.” 
He had been invited to discuss the area of garden around a new swimming pool. “I had no 
idea that 12 years later I would still be regularly returning.” But conversations about the pool 
garden swiftly extended to a complete rethink of the main front garden, and Marcus had 
a very clear idea of how to progress. “We needed to open up the views, create a suitable frame 
for this very lovely house and lay out the space between in a way that suited their lifestyle” >> 


<— INBRIEF 


What Private family home. 
Where Cotswolds. 


Size 38 acres in total, including five 
acres of ornamental gardens. 

Soil Clay. 

Climate Temperate maritime. 
Hardiness zone USDA 8. 


Left above An armillary sphere engraved with 
significant dates in the lives of the owners is 

both a focal point and a graphic reminder that 
this is a private and much-loved family home. 


Left below There are playful elements within 
the planting to enjoy, including a cheerful 
clutch of clipped box balls. 


Above A confident rectilinear design anchors 
the main south front of the house, but these 
hard lines are blurred and softened with an 
exuberant mass of herbaceous perennials, 
including those traditional Cotswold 
favourites, wisteria and Alchemilla mollis. 
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Top The garden uses a muscular, geometric 
design to organise the space, but Marcus 
has intentionally blurred and softened 

the sharp edges with a billowing selection of 
plants, including Alchemilla mollis, hardy 
geraniums and Stipa tenuissima, which 
sway in the breeze and tumble over paths. 


Above The owners were keen to celebrate 

the rural setting of their garden, and this is 

fully embraced as the level of horticultural 
formality dissolves towards its boundaries. The 
herbaceous borders of the sleek south-facing 
terrace draw the eye out to a cultivated wildflower 
meadow bounded by native trees. 
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[> “They wanted a front-of-house entertaining space for the adults, but also a backstage area 
where their children could play freely without detracting from the aesthetic.” There was also 
discussion of an extension, possibly an orangery, that one day would open directly on to the 
main terrace, so Marcus had to accommodate this hypothetical structure into his plans. “The 
important thing was to get the axes and vistas right,” he says. “We didn’t draw up a master plan 
in the beginning, because at that stage the brief didn’t extend that far, but we did set out to 
create a garden with the potential to expand without compromising the existing elements.” 

The bumpy grass and overgrown shrubbery were swept away, to be replaced by a broad 
terrace, which gently stepped down on to an immaculate formal lawn, invisibly divided from 
the adjoining field by a ha-ha. Razor-sharp yew hedges bookend the space, fronted by deep 
herbaceous borders planted with stylish salvias, iris, Nepeta and scabious. 

To one side, a broad rill slices along the ornamental bed, running from the terrace right 
down to the point where the ha-ha demarcates the transition from cultivated space to > 


Structural planting is an important 
element of this modern estate garden, 
and one that can easily be emulated 
with time and careful maintenance. 


Parasol-pruned plane trees flank the 
timber dining pergola. Planes respond 
well to formative training. Initially, it may 
be easier to establish the desired shape 
by pruning in autumn, just before the 
tree loses its leaves, but thereafter prune 
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in winter, cutting the previous season's 
growth right back to a knuckle. 


Box balls are a structural element 

that can be used classically to frame 
an opening or architectural feature, or 
grouped to form a whimsical set piece in 
the garden. In areas where box blight or 
box tree caterpillars are a problem, yew, 
Ilex crenata, Teucrium and Osmanthus 
burkwoodii make good alternatives. 


Yew hedges can formally divide garden 
rooms and will thrive in almost any 
conditions, including shade. Bare-root 
plants are inexpensive and readily available 
in winter. Newly planted hedges will need 
regular watering until they are established, 
but thereafter will take care of themselves. 
Clip the hedges several times over the 
summer — once all fledgling birds have 

left their nests — for a neat and formal finish. 


Top The clever use of axes and vistas means that 
contrasting areas of the garden, such as the 
wildflower meadow glimpsed here adjacent to the 
formal front garden, can co-exist harmoniously. 


Above ‘Floating’ pads of stone provide playful 
bridges reaching from one side of the rill to 
the other, and extend the strong geometry 

that organises this part of the garden. 


58 GARDENSILLUSTRATED.COM JUNE 2022 


fe 


e 4 
Aa 4m, 
a Bear 


[> countryside. Several years after the completion of this feature, an orangery was finally 
added to the house so, in a reversal of the normal order, the architect was instructed to align 
his building with the garden design. Today, viewed through the orangery’s elegant, sage-green 
double doors, this shining ribbon of water stands testament to Marcus’s vision and foresight, 
leading the eye out to the horizon, while drawing the reflected sky down into the garden. 
“This is the grown-up side of the garden and it is unashamedly smart,” says Marcus. “But it’s 
not Just a set piece to admire from a distance; it is also designed to be truly lived in. There are 
places to sit at all times of the day, from morning coffee to afternoon tea and sundowners, and 
I know my clients make full use of it” Their children were also catered for with a magnificent 
tree house and a flying fox that shoots out towards the neighbouring field. In fact, the owners’ 
obvious appreciation of their garden is partly what makes it so special. Glossy gardens solely 
occupied by the gardeners paid to tend them lack soul. This garden is glamorous, but it is also 
studded with sun loungers, reading nooks and conversational groups of chairs and tables. 
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A dining table is cloistered beneath a timber pergola and flanked by parasol-pruned plane trees, 
Platanus x hispanica. “I was asked to create a sense of enclosure without compromising views 
from the house. I think this solution perfectly fits the brief and all the elements work together to 
emphasise the strong horizontal design, which anchors the garden in its wider setting.” 

On other sides of the house, the gardens are more casual. There are multi-stemmed 
amelanchiers and masses of ornamental grasses — Calamagrostis x acutiflora ‘Karl Foerster’ and 
Stipa tenuissima — plus swathes of eupatorium, Alchemiulla mollis, Nepeta and Phlomis russeliana. 
“A garden can be too hard. You need the softening power of perennials to blur your awareness 
of the strength of the design that underpins it,” says Marcus. “A garden shouldn’t impress. It 
should enchant.” Here, he has created a garden that does both.0 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Find out more about Marcus's work at marcusbarnett.com 
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Above The broad rill is a key element in 
Marcus's overall design, running the length 
of the front garden and connecting upper 
and lower levels via a sleek waterfall. Even in 
a garden this spacious, the reflective qualities 
of a body of water will introduce a significant 
additional dimension to the space. 
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originate in South and Central America. 
aspect and free drainage, eryngiums are 
a hardy and long-lived genus. 

Hardiness Mainly RHS H5, USDA 3a-8b. 
tHardiness ratings given where available. 


Season Late spring to late summer. 
*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from 


East. E. yuccifolium lives in mid-western 
Conditions Given sunshine, an open 
the Royal Horticultural Society. 


areas of the Mediterranean and the Near 
USA, and most evergreen species 


perennials. Though not all are armoured, 
most have an architectural appearance. 
Origins Some grow in the sand dunes of 
northern Europe, others in dry, rocky 
Size Ranging in size from a modest 


What A diverse range of thistle-like 
30cm to a domineering 3m. 


PLANT PROFILE 


4 


Eryngium alpinum 


The largest-flowered form, this 
queen-of-the-alps has a ruff 


of metallic-blue flowers. Grows 


in sub-alpine scrub and rocky 
areas in Europe, but prefers 
deep, well-drained soil in a 


garden setting. 90cm x 30cm. 


RHS Hd, USDA 2a-8b?, 


- 


" 


Eryngium eburneum 

Native to Brazil and 
Argentina, with evergreen 
basal rosettes of reflexed 
foliage reminiscent of a 
puya. Finely spoked flower 
spikes hold clusters of small, 
white thimble-like heads free 
of the foliage, which mounds 
to 40cm x 40cm (flower 
spikes to lm). RHS H4. 


Eryngium maritimum 
Native to coastlines in 
northern Europe, most 
commonly found in sand 
dunes. Needs perfect 
drainage and a lack of 
competition in the border. 
Metallic-blue thistles and 
aluminium-coloured 
foliage. Gently self-seeds. 
50cm x 30cm. RHS H5. 


ryngiums are an adaptable and distinctive 

tribe of perennials with as much subtlety 

at one end of the spectrum as drama at 

the other. I first became aware of them 

in the mid 1970s through the renowned 

plantswoman Beth Chatto, who was using 

sea hollies on her stand at the RHS Chelsea 

Flower Show. I had seen our native 

Eryngium maritimum with its galvanised 

foliage and electric-blue thistles growing 
in sand dunes on the south coast, but Beth teamed it with 
drought-loving perennials and grasses to demonstrate its 
garden-worthiness. She introduced me to many more forms 
through her book The Dry Garden and through her plantings in 
her gardens in Colchester, Essex, notably in the Gravel Garden, 
with its spectacular display of drought-tolerant plants. Later, 
when travelling in the mountains of northern Spain, I saw 
for myself E. variifolium, with its 
armoury of thorns and silvery midribs, 
and the imposing, intense blue 

© E. bourgatii ‘Picos Blue’, basking in 

~ sunshine on the tussocky scree. 

<  Eryngiums have been part of an 

a informal palette in British gardening 

© for longer than one might imagine, 

2 used for their ability to conjure a wild 

= place without feeling remotely like an 

© interloper. The horticulturist and writer 


Eryngiums are part 
of an informal palette 
in British gardening, 
used for their ability to 
conjure a wild place 


Eryngium agavifolium 
Evergreen basal rosettes 
of laurel green with 
barbed margins that are 
deceptively soft to the 
touch. Tall flower spikes 
with greenish-white 
flowers that blacken in 
autumn. Long-lived and 
gently self-seeding. 
1.5m x 60cm. RHS H4. 


William Robinson wrote vividly about them in his book The 
Wild Garden, published in 1870, while the great plantswoman 
Ellen Willmott was well known for surreptitiously distributing 
seed of biennial Eryngium giganteum whenever she visited a 
garden. Miss Willmott’s ghost, as it became known, takes easily 
to a place it likes and these ‘wild’ introductions soon had their 
influence on a generally more formal Victorian horticulture. 

Today, in these more informal times, eryngiums have become 
an established part of the perennial palette. Appearing at the 
height of summer, their distinctive form and metallic sheen team 
well with grasses and naturalistic perennials such as Verbena 
macdougalii ‘Lavender Spires’ and Oenothera lindheimeri (formerly 
Gaura lindheimeri). Flowering over a considerable period in 
summer, their compound, thimble-shaped flowers are magnets to 
pollinating insects. A plant such as E. x zabelii ‘Big Blue’ also has 
considerable impact in terms of colour — blue in almost all its 
parts and entirely otherworldly. Eryngiums have a long season, 
extending the nectar-producing period 
into late summer, and as they go over 
many hold their skeletal forms well into 
the winter to further extend their 
duration of interest. 

Given sunshine and free drainage, 
the majority of eryngiums are reliably 
perennial. The deciduous forms retreat 
back to a tight rosette in winter which, 
in the first part of summer, quickly 

To continue turn to page 67 [> 
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Eryngium bourgatii 

‘Picos Blue’ 

A Mediterranean sea holly 
from Spain and the Pyrenees, 
found in rubbly ground. 
Heavily veined, thistly 
rosettes of foliage, and deep- 
blue, metallic flowers and 
stems intensified by dry 
growing conditions. 60cm x 
30cm. AGM* RHS H5. 


Eryngium yuccifolium 
Long-lived and clump- 
forming, native to the grass 
prairies of central and 


eastern USA. The soft, blue- 


green, tapered leaves 
resemble those of a yucca. 
Best left undisturbed as it 
develops a deep taproot. 
80cm x 40cm. RHS H4, 
USDA 3a-8b. 


How to grow Eryngium 


* All eryngiums need sun and the 
majority need friable soil and free 
drainage. Think of their origins in the 
wild, of sea holly in the open conditions 
of their native sand dunes and the rocky 
hillsides and mountainous screes of the 
Mediterranean where they favour open 
ground and a non-competitive 
environment. If your soil is heavy, 
improve drainage with the addition 


of grit or plant on a slope where soils 
tend not to sit wet. 


* The herbaceous species, which die 
back to a basal rosette in winter, 
prefer not to be overshadowed, so find 
a position with plenty of air that allows 
light to reach them. Plant lower- 
growing species to the front of a border 
so that you can see the handsome basal 
foliage along with other sun lovers such 
as Nerine bowdenii. lf you are combining 
the taller perennial species, such as 


Eryngium pandanifolium 
‘Physic Purple’ 

Prefers damp soil in 
warmer countries, but 
must not lie wet in winter 
if itis to avoid frost damage 
in cooler climates. Cut 
leaves to the ground every 
few years to reduce a 
build-up of old foliage. 
2.5m x Im. RHS H4. 


E. yuccifolium, in a naturalistic matrix 
planting, use them among low 
sub-shrubs, such as Ballota 
pseudodictamnus or Lavandula 
pedunculata, or with low perennials, 
such as Calamintha nepetoides and 
Salvia x jamensis, or short-growing 
grasses such as Stipa tenuissima. 


¢ Several of the species from the 
Americas can tolerate more retentive 
ground, but, apart from the marsh 
rattlesnake master E. aquaticum, they 
will not tolerate soil that lies wet in 
winter. The evergreen foliage needs 
year-round exposure to light, so use them 
as stand-alone groups with ephemeral 
annuals such as eschscholzias, or low 
perennials such as Erigeron karvinskianus 
or Viola riviniana ‘Purpurea Group’. 


* The robust biennial E. giganteum 
regenerates freely from seed and can 


become dominant where conditions 
suit it in open ground. If you are using it 
ina gravel garden, deepen the gravel 
mulch to 5cm where you do not want 
them to seed and keep the mulch 
thinner where you do. To prevent 
seedlings in a border, cut stems to the 
base before the seed fully ripens and 
leave the minimum standing. 


¢ Eryngiums tend to have a deep root 
system that resents disturbance and 
they do not respond well to division. 
They are best propagated from root 
cuttings in late winter or seed sown when 
fresh. Flowering-sized plants take a year 
or two depending on the species. 


¢ Plants can suffer from mildew in 
positions where there isn’t enough air 
movement. Though not common, leaf 
and bud eel worm can be problematic, as 
can root rot in poorly drained conditions. 
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Eryngium x zabellii 

‘Big Blue’ 

Spectacular for colour, 
intensely blue in all its 
flowering parts. Soft-green 
basal foliage. Not reliably 
long-lived in ground that 
lies wet in winter. 75cm x 
30cm. AGM. RHS H5, 
USDA 5a-9b. 


Eryngium giganteum 
‘Silver Ghost’ 

A fine form of the biennial 
Miss Willmott's ghost. 
Native to the Caucasus and 
lran. Vigorously self-seeding 
in open ground and can 
become dominant in soils 
that are to its liking. 75cm x 
30cm. AGM. RHS H6. 


Eryngium variifolium 
Distinct species from 
Morocco. Marbled foliage 
and spiny inflorescences 
with silvery midribs that 
make acute angles. 
Dramatic despite its quiet 
colouring. Clump-forming. 
40cm x 30cm. RHS H4, 
USDA 5a-9b. 


Eryngium planum 
Known as the flat-leaved 
sea holly, this robust 
perennial has green, 
rounded, basal leaves. 
The small flowers form in 
multi-headed sprays and 
are intensely blue. Easy 
to grow. 90cm x 30cm. 
RHS H5, USDA 5a-9b. 


Eryngium x tripartitum 
Hybrid of unknown 
parentage. Reliably 
perennial, with a basal 
rosette of soft, dock-like 
leaves and airy sprays of 
small but intensely 
coloured electric-blue 
flowers. Long-lived and 
easy to grow. 60cm x 
30cm. AGM. RHS H5. 


> expands to provide great visual 
interest prior to flowering: marbled 
and laced with silver in the case of 
E. variifolium, or jaggedly architectural 
in plants such as E. agavifolium. The 
brilliant laurel-green of the early 
rosettes of this species is arguably 
one of its best moments, but this 
Argentinian has power in its root and 
sends up a rapid bolt of vertical growth 
that suspends the greenish-white 
flowers clear in their own air space. 
Several of the herbaceous species retain an airiness in their 
flowering panicles. E. ebracteatum, for example, has myriad 
tiny thimbles that are so delicate you might at first think it was 
a sanguisorba. E. eburneum, meanwhile, is distinctive for the 
pale, silvery-white thimbles that are held rigorously on 
branched, arching stems, as if mapping a constellation. 
The sculptural nature of eryngiums is amplified in some of 
the evergreen species, with architectural foliage that can be relied 
upon year-round and impressive spires of summer flowers. The 
E. pandanifolium | grow in my Somerset garden Hillside is one 
around which you have to build a planting. It was given to me by the 
botanist James Compton, who collected it in Uruguay (although he 
tells me it grows more widely) where it was growing en masse on the 
banks of a stream. It is the exception to the rule in terms of growing 
conditions, as it loves damp feet and good living. Its viciously 


As they go over, many 
hold their skeletal 
forms well into winter, 
to further extend their 
duration of interest 


Eryngium ebracteatum 
Grass-like, evergreen, 
glaucous foliage and tall, 
airy stems with tiny, 
greenish-purple flowers. 
Happily seeds into muddy 
pond margins in a mild 
climate, and can tolerate 
damp ground if it drains 
freely in a cooler climate. 
1.2m x 75cm. RHS H4. 


barbed, sword-like leaves erupt in a great 
rosette that, in high summer, sends stems 
of tiny, dark flowers soaring to as much as 
three metres in the air. 

With glittering flowerheads that light 
up the garden and complement other 
colours so well, it’s easy to see how these 
care-free plants have become stalwarts 
of the summer border. And with the 
trend towards drier, hotter summers, 
they are destined to grace our gardens 
for years to come. J 


Dan Pearson is a writer and award-winning garden designer. 
danpearsonstudio.com 


Where to see and buy 

* Beeches Nursery Ashdon, nr Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 2HB. 
Tel 01799 584362, beechesnursery.co.uk 

¢ Beth Chatto’s Nursery Clacton Road, Elmstead Market, Elmstead, 
Colchester, Essex CO7 7DB. Tel 01206 822007, bethchatto.co.uk 

¢ Daisy Roots Jenningsbury, London Road, Hertford SG13 7NS. 
Tel 07958 563355, daisyroots.com 

¢ Larch Cottage Nurseries Melkinthorpe, Penrith, 

Cumbria CA10 2DR. Tel 01931 712404, larchcottage.co.uk 

¢ Macplants Berrybank Nursery, 5 Boggs Holdings, Pencaitland, 
East Lothian EH34 5BA. Tel 01875 341179, macplants.co.uk 
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‘ _ Size Three acrés. 
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Hardiness zone USDA 8. eae 
A froth.of tall, white Persicaria x 
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inspired by their travels to the Alps 
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. landscape.around Bolton Abbey, 
. ¥ .-* ke : the'Duke's Yorkshire seat. 
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or most of us, a rockery 
is a small agglomeration 
of natural-looking stones 
at the far end of a garden, 
and an opportunity to 
grow delicate alpine flowers 
and succulents. That’s a 
rather 20th-century notion, 
perhaps a little quaint. And it is dramatically 
at variance with Joseph Paxton’s grand 
picturesque vision at Chatsworth, where from 
1842 he created a craggy wonderland designed 
to transport visitors — in the imagination at 
least — to wild Yorkshire moorland, or perhaps 
even as far as the Alps, whence the 6th Duke 
of Devonshire (together with Paxton, as his 
head gardener) had travelled. 

Tom Stuart-Smith was one of half a dozen 
designers invited up to Chatsworth in 2018 
to comment not on the Rock Garden, but on 
an area of woodland subsequently developed 
as a new system of glades named Arcadia (see 
page 73). But as the 12th Duke of Devonshire 
recalls, “the scales fell from our eyes” when 
Tom lit upon the Rock Garden instead. 

“Tom said, “You are missing something 
really basic here. You have this wonderful 
rockery but it has this motorway path going 
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through it and all these ditzy gardens;” says 
the Duke. “We had started taking off the 
rambling roses and so on, but that was really 
just nibbling around the edges.” In the event, 
the commission from the Duke and Duchess 
was for Tom to work on both the Rock 
Garden and Arcadia simultaneously. 

According to the Duke, the gardens at 
Chatsworth had been left largely unchanged 
since Paxton’s era, barring a brief interlude 
in the 1910s and 1920s. “The 6th Duke 
died in 1868,” he explains, “and I am led to 
believe that nothing much happened after 
that until my great-grandmother Evelyn 
Fitzmaurice [the 9th Duchess] came here 
in the early 20th century and did quite a 
lot of gardening. Her father [Henry Petty- 
Fitzmaurice, Viceroy of India, 1888—94] had 
been in charge of India and so she was used 
to going up into the Himalayas. There are 
a few rhododendrons remaining in the Rock 
Garden from her time.” 

Tom’s feeling was that the Rock Garden 
had lost much of its definition and character, 
smothered as it was by a canopy of tall trees 
and mature shrubs. “The whole progress 
through was just a bit too decorous and the 


planting too horticultural and patchy,” > 


Above A few existing Japanese maples 
were left in situ, but otherwise Tom has 
refigured the planting, which has a 
broadly pink, purple and white theme, 
courtesy of thalictrum, campanula, iris 
and other plants of wild appeal. 


Above right Tom has replanned the path 
system so that visitors must wend their 
way around and sometimes through the 
rocks and boulders, adding to the 
atmosphere of exploration. 


Right Some 50 tonnes of locally quarried 
gritstone have been brought in to the Rock 
Garden, complementing the ‘towers’ 
originally engineered by Paxton and his 
team. Fluffy white persicaria creates a 
softer complement to the rock textures. 
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16 KEY PLANTS 


1 Thalictrum ‘Black Stockings’ A useful early season accompaniment to Iris 
sibirica and astrantias. “The dark stems of this cultivar make it more telling than 
the species,” says Tom. 2m x 75cm. AGM*. RHS H7, USDA 5a-9bi. 

2 Campanula poscharskyana ‘Stella’ A low-growing bellflower that Tom uses 
extensively with Erigeron karvinskianus to colonise the cracks in the rocks. But 
he warns, itis very prolific. 20cm x 50cm. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 3a-8b. 

3 Astrantia major ‘Alba’ A long-lived perennial that is well-suited to 
large-scale planting, and one that Tom describes as being “very fresh and 
light in early summer”. 90cm x 45cm. RHS H4, USDA 4a-7b. 

4 Dianthus carthusianorum Creates bright spots of colour in among grasses 
and salvias."The higher parts of the rockery are very dry and this species seems 
well adapted to such conditions,” says Tom. 40cm x 20cm. RHS H7. 

5 Erigeron karvinskianus A popular, low-growing perennial that Tom likens to 
“vegetable Polyfilla — rapidly healing over gaps opened up by adventurous 
visitors — scaling the rocks in unexpected ways”. 30cm x Im. AGM. RHS H5. 

6 Sesleria autumnalis For Tom, the autumn moor-grass is “one of the most 
successful grasses on the dry banks — avery robust evergreen associating well 
with origanum, salvia, dianthus and cenolophium, to make something quite 
reminiscent of an alpine meadow.” 1m x 50cm. RHS H7, USDA 5a-8b. 
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16 key plants continues on page 75. 
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> says Tom. “This is a garden that ought to 
look semi-apocalyptic — as if some 
great eruption has happened.” 

So he decided to start again more or less 
from scratch, emphasising — and dramatising 
— particularly the two entrances into the 
Rock Garden, while also finessing and 
varying the path system. It now feels as if 
the paths are finding their way through the 
rocks, as opposed to forging through them. 

“Tt is probably the biggest rockery ever 
made in terms of the sheer amount of rock — 
an amazing concept,’ says Tom. “Quite a lot 
of the big rock piles had fallen apart and have 
been remade. You can see the original Paxton 
rocks quite clearly: they are either towers, or 
these extraordinary cantilevered stacks, often 
with a long ‘diving-board’ rock protruding 
in characteristic style. You occasionally see it 
occurring naturally up in the Dales, and we 
tried to echo that Paxton style.” 

Tom bolstered Paxton’s original vision by 
adding numerous gritstone boulders, a stone 
quarried on the estate and used for the house 
facades. An estimated 50 tonnes of rock has 
been brought in — the newer boulders a light 
buff colour while Paxton’s originals are 


a darker grey. At the heart of the Rock > 


The wider landscape at Chatsworth 


Having completed the £32m Masterplan project to restore the house a few years 
ago, the Duke and Duchess of Devonshire looked to undertake a similar revitalising 
effect on the garden. As well as Tom's work in the Rock Garden, key projects include: 


Arcadia “Arcadia is a sort of code name: a link to the painting by Poussin in the 
house,” explains head gardener Steve Porter, alluding to Nicolas Poussin’s Et in 
Arcadia Ego. In an initiative supported by Gucci since 2018, this 15-acre area of 
woodland has been partially cleared and intensively replanted by Tom to create a 
walk that connects four glades of contrasting character, offering fine views back 
across to the house and garden. There is a bog garden, the ‘rabbit glade’ with a 
diagonal vista back to the conservatory, and the ‘meadow glade’ which has been 
planted by Tom’s regular collaborator, naturalistic plantsman James Hitchmough. 


The Maze Borders Tom has reconfigured what was formerly a lupin garden into a 
largely herbaceous garden that reflects his own exuberant style. It is lent structure 
by stone pillars, clipped yew shapes and (planned) ironwork baskets. 


The Rose Garden The old, quartered rose garden in front of Chatsworth’s 
glasshouse, has been re-imagined by Tom and now includes a far wider variety of 
roses, including classics such as "Tuscany Superb’ and ‘Charles de Mills: The roses 
are complemented by a richly romantic, ‘jewel-box’ planting of perennials such as 
irises, violas and old-fashioned pinks. Four wooden arbours are to be added. Tom's 
inspiration was the kind of ‘antiquarian’ gardening pursued by the Marchioness of 
Salisbury at Hatfield House and Cranborne Manor from the 1980s. 


Trout Stream Dan Pearson's work in the upper reaches of the garden was first 
essayed in a well-received RHS Chelsea Flower Show garden in 2015: a planted-up 
stream, which wends its way down the hillside and ends at the Jack Pond. 
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> Garden isa large pond, fed by the Strid — an 
artificial ‘wild’ stream — that Tom says creates a 
feeling of openness and animation in the midst 
of the scene. A decision was taken to remove a 
bridge that had formerly spanned it, to avoid 
any hint of domestication. 

Head gardener Steve Porter is equally 
admiring of the feat of Victorian engineering 
the Rock Garden represents. “Paxton’s 
rockwork was designed to look precarious,’ 
he says. “There is some internal ironwork, 
but a lot of it is counter-weighted.” 

Steve also notes the slightly Japanese 
character of the Rock Garden as it developed, 
with mature katsuras and acers coming to 
dominate. Tom has retained some of these, 
but otherwise introduced perhaps less 
demonstrative species, notably Cornus kousa 
in several varieties, as a favourite of the current 
Duke and Duchess. On the tops of the rocks he 
has used Phillyrea, with some ‘quite ornamental’ 
smaller trees used lower down, such as the cut- 
leaf crab apple, Malus transitoria, the Yoshino 
cherry, Prunus x yedoensis, and two snowball 
trees, Styrax japonicus and S. hemsleyanus. 

Overall, says Tom, his vision has been 
to make it less horticultural and more 
experiential. “I wanted more groups and drifts 
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and repetitions,” he says, listing as key link 
plants veronicastrums, actaeas, persicarias, 
irises (mainly I. sibirica), astrantias, rodgersias, 
epimediums and hellebores. “There are also 
some quite ‘gardeny’ things,” he adds, such as 
the tall, pink Phlox x arendsti Utopia. Bulbs, 
too, play an important role, with martagon lilies 
and the rhizomatous perennial Omphalodes 
cappadocica ‘Cherry Ingram, which appears in 


spring alongside puschkinias and dwarf narcissi. 


The planting could be characterised 
as quietly connoisseurial, but Tom sees his 
horticultural interventions as the start of 
something, rather than an end point. “I am 
hoping I have created a framework that 
the garden team does not need to regard as 
static,” he says. “They can always improve 
on it and add new things.” 5 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Chatsworth, Bakewell, Derbyshire 
DE45 1PP. Web chatsworth.org Garden 
open 10.30am-5pm. Garden-only admission 
£15; see website for other ticket options and 
seasonal opening times. 


Find out more about Tom's work 
at tomstuartsmith.co.uk 
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Above Mature woodland surrounds the 
Rock Garden, which takes the form of a 
half-bowl. The scale of the boulders is in 
keeping with the magnificent landscape 
of the surrounding Chatsworth estate. 


16 KEY PLANTS CONTINUED 


9 Monarda bradburiana A spring-flowering, low-growing, mildew-free, 
tenacious bergamot for difficult dry places. (cm x 60cm. USDA 5a-8b. 
10 Heuchera villosa ‘Autumn Bride’ An excellent plant for dry banks in sun 
or semi shade. Evergreen and weed-excluding, it is very fresh in flower in 
August and September. 60cm x 1.2m. RHS H6. 

11 Iris ‘Silver Edge’ Siberian irises play an important role in the Rock Garden. 
Tom likes them because they are long-lived, slowly expanding and disease- 
resistant, while the foliage provides good bold texture. This is a cultiver he 
finds to be particularly strong. 1.2m x 50cm. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 3a-8b. 
12 Iris ‘White Swirl’ Another Iris sibirica cultivar found in the Rock Garden 
with elegant, ivory-white falls flushed with yellow at the base, and narrow, 
linear leaves. 90cm x 30cm. RHS H7, USDA 3a-8b. 

13 Omphalodes cappadocica ‘Cherry Ingram’ A spreading groundcover, 
with smart foliage and piercing scilla-blue flowers. Perfect for slightly 
moist semi-shade, Tom likes to use it with hellebores, epimediums 
and pushkinias. 20cm x 45cm. RHS H5. 

14 Amsonia tabernaemontana var. salicifolia A clump-forming perennial 
with pale, icy blue flowers that Tom calls a “unique colour”. Along with this 
variety, he has used various amsonias in the Rock Garden, including the 
cultivar ‘Blue Ice’. 70cm x 45cm. RHS H5, USDA 3a-9b. 

15 Cornus kousa var. chinensis ‘A small tree that has everything,” says Tom. 
“Fine shape, flowers, fruit, autumn colour.” 7m x 5m. RHS H6, USDA 5a-8b. 
16 Kolkwitzia amabilis Known as the beauty bush this deciduous, dense 
shrub bears a profusion of pink flowers in spring. “This is such an elegant, 

transparent and delicate shrub,” says Tom. 3m x 4m. RHS H6. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
tardiness ratings given where available. 


HORTICULTURAL WHO’S WHO 


DAVE ROOT 


The nurseryman whos grown show plants for the biggest designers in the business, royalty 
and even Alan Titchmarsh, on why he always relishes a challenge — and the trickier the better 


WORDS AMBRA EDWARDS PORTRAIT JASON INGRAM 


ost people seem to think that horticulture is a 

restful occupation — soothing, good for your 

mental health. Not Dave Root. For the long- 

standing owner of Kelways Plants in Somerset, 

growing plants has always been something of a 

high-wire act. But then, he thrives on risk. Faced 
with a comfort zone, he will strive to be out of it. His idea of leisure is 
to be out on his paddle board on a choppy Cornish sea. 

Having studied horticulture at Bath University, Dave’s first job was 
at a tree and shrub nursery in Wiltshire. Driving to and fro, he would 
sometimes pass the high iron gates of Kelways Plants, by then grown 
a little ramshackle, and wonder what lay behind. 

Founded in 1851, Kelways was once 
the greatest of nurseries, famed for its 
peonies, irises and resplendent gladioli. 
Everyone from Gertrude Jekyll to Monet 
bought from Kelways. For three weeks 
each May, special trains would bring 
day trippers to visit its Peony Valley, 
blazing with blooms. But by the 1930s, 
the nursery, like the grand gardens it 
served, had fallen on hard times, and 
in 1993, it went bankrupt for a second 
time. It was rescued by Chris and Liz 
Johnson, owners of McBean’s Orchids, 
and in 1994, Dave finally pushed open 
those rusty gates, and began the task of 
turning the nursery round. 

Their goal was to re-establish 
Kelways as the pre-eminent grower of 
irises and peonies, and over the next 14 
years, Kelways became a stalwart of the show circuit, with dazzling 
exhibits that brought in a crop of Chelsea Gold medals. Then, in 2008, 
the Johnsons announced their retirement and invited Dave to lead 
a management buy-out. It was, as Dave puts it, a ‘curve-ball’ By this 
time he was running a specialist nursery in his spare time, specialising 
in the tree ferns, bananas and other spectacular exotics that were his 
first love. He had thought that exotics would become his future. It was 
with his heart in his mouth that he committed, instead, to Kelways. 

“T already knew that peonies and irises were not enough to pay the 
wages: it’s too small a market and we needed income at other times of 
year. Owning a nursery such as Kelways is like owning a stately home 
—no one wants to be the generation that finishes it. It’s easy to get 
burdened by the past. But over 171 years, things came and went. Life 
moves on and you have to adapt and change all the time, and never 
more so than in the past two or three years.” 

That change began within weeks, when Dave was invited to supply 
a massive order of tree ferns for Andy Sturgeon’s 2008 garden at 
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OW NING 
KELWAYS IS LIKE 
OWNING A 
SEA LEY HOME 
NOONE WANTS 
TO BE THE 
GENERATION 
THALEINISHES I! 


Chelsea. It won Gold, as did a garden by Arabella Lennox-Boyd, for 
whom he grew titanic gunneras in 200-litre pots. 

“As a result of that,” he laughs, “we got a reputation of, ‘if you’ve 
got something for Chelsea that no one else wants to grow, give it to 
Kelways. So we had a few years of just doing the wacky stuff — bits 
and pieces that no one else wanted to touch.” The big break came 
in 2011 with the Australian Garden for the Royal Botanic Garden, 
Melbourne (a two-year collaboration with Crocus), followed by the 
spectacular Trailfinders Australian Garden for Phil Johnson that won 
Best in Show in 2013. Both were crammed with an impressive array 
of unfamiliar Australian plants. Even more challenging was the After 
the Fire Garden for James Basson, reproducing the pioneer vegetation 
of a burned hillside near St Tropez. 

Since then, Dave has tackled a huge 
range of challenging plants from very 
specific locations, whether tropical 
India for Sarah Eberle, a precise 
altitude in central Chile for Jonathan 
Snow, or a variety of Mediterranean 
ecological niches for James Basson. Not 
to mention the tricky subjects beloved 
by various designers, from painfully 
slow-growing Disporum to rare and 
fickle Schefflera taiwaniana, that will, 
for no apparent reason, suddenly 
turn its toes up in its pot. 

“Some of the time,” admits Dave, 
“it’s terrifying — but it’s one of those 
adrenaline things. I'll always try 
anything, even the craziest thing, as 
long as we've got a back-up.” 

Years of experience — speeding plants up, slowing them down, 
growing to the precise size and shape required by designer, mean that 
Kelways is now in a position to pick and choose the show gardens 
it will supply — always a few more, Dave confesses, than good sense 
would dictate. So it’s a surprise that, at only 59 and with energy still 
unbounded, Dave has already set his sights on the day he can make 
himself ‘superfluous’, confident to entrust Kelways to his youthful 
management team. His plan is to move to Cornwall, where he has 
always loved the gardens (especially Trebah), to make one of his 
own. He plans grass trees, and tree ferns, and beautiful cinnamon- 
barked Luma apiculata. It will only be small, he insists, but it will 
be his ‘ultimate garden’ — where he’ll go on pushing horticultural 
boundaries harder than ever. 3 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Kelways Plants, Langport, Somerset TA10 9EZ. 
Tel 01458 250521, kelways.co.uk 
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Climate Temperate and increasingly 


unpredictable. 
Hardiness zone USDA Qa. 


What Large city garden. 
Where-North London. 


Size 27m x 31m. 
Soil London clay: 


= IN BRIEF ws 


any garden design projects are born out of a desire for structure Above left Matthew kept as many 
where there was previously none: “There was nothing but lawn and plants — and as much of the romantic, 


country spirit — from the old garden 
as possible, including a large lilac 
to the right of the pergola. 


a few overgrown shrubs,” is a common refrain. This large garden 

in Highgate, north London, was slightly different in that, as wild 

and ramshackle as the garden was, the owners didn’t really want to 

change it. “The house had previously been owned by a sculptor and 

the garden was filled with huge drifts of bearded iris and three- 
cornered onion,” says designer Matthew Wilson. “Although the lawn and the terraces were 
uneven and the pergolas were falling apart, the clients had fallen in love with the spirit of the 
place. It had a quirky, romantic and quite countrified feel, which they didn’t want to lose.” 

Matthew’s brief, then, was to retain that feel while also introducing some apparently 

incongruous elements — the clients have two young boys, so space for football, table tennis 
and a trampoline were all essential, as well as places to eat comfortably. “I realised that, 


Above right The dense, naturalist 
planting includes Allium hollandicum 
‘Purple Sensation’ Rosa ‘Ispahan’ 
and the airy, wiry stems of Knautia 
macedonica, as well as grasses such 
as Calamagrostis brachytricha. 
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Above The leaning, gnarled 

hawthorn makes a beautiful contrast 
with the geometry of the new, square- 
cut post pergola. The simple water 
feature enclosed by yew hedging 
provides a terminal point to this long 
vista across the garden and distracts 
from the uninspiring view of some 
1960s flats beyond. 


> to be successful, I'd need to try to keep as much of the original garden as possible, reusing 
what was there to create spaces that were more suitable for family life,” says Matthew. 

One of the first things to do was to lift, divide and pot on as many of the plants as possible — 
the irises, some cardoons, asters and a few old roses — and to level the lawn, previously filled 
with island beds. Then the pavers — beautiful, hand-riven York stone — were lifted, cleaned, 
relaid and repointed, with additional stones added where required. The layout, an axis of 
paths running up one side of the garden and across the back of the lawn towards a lovely, 
leaning, gnarled hawthorn, was left untouched, although the rickety old pergola to the rear 
was beyond repair. “We’ve replaced it with a simple, square-cut post pergola and I love the 
contrast of its clean, classic lines with the irregularity of the hawthorn,” says Matthew. 

This subtle introduction of structure is evident in other areas of the garden too. 

A workaday, allotment-style veggie plot has been transformed into a much more attractive 
potager-style garden, complete with fruit cage and a large dining area among the beds. > 


New from old 


“Reusing old materials is always a balancing act,” says Matthew. “Clearly, the environmental 
benefits are huge — you're not giving rise to new manufacturing processes or additional shipping 
or haulage, and you're reducing your waste to landfill. These things will all save you money too, 

but there will almost certainly be additional costs for the contractor when working in this way, 

due to the lack of uniformity of such materials.” 

When materials are good quality, such as York stone, pantiles or old stock bricks, it’s worth 
dismantling them carefully, cleaning them up and reusing them as originally intended. If this is not 
possible, perhaps because you have run-of-the mill or broken bricks, you may be able to repurpose 
them in other ways — smashing them up and using them as a base for a shed or a greenhouse. 

If this is not something you can do on site, or if you have no other use for the materials, it’s 
likely that they can be professionally separated and recycled, so do ask your contractor about this. 


Above The new pergola divides the 
lawn from the ornamental potager 
area at the rear of the garden. 
Surrounded by espaliered fruit trees, 
this includes a large fruit cage filled 
with raspberries, morello cherries and 
rhubarb, while elsewhere there are 
vegetables, cut flowers and 12 different 
types of strawberries. 
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Above The house is now shielded from 

its neighbours by pleached, box-head 
hornbeams and a large Magnolia stellata. 
Culinary vines, some of them saved from 
the original garden, are being trained over 
the dining trellis to form a living canopy. 
The iris in the foreground is /. Jane Phillips’ 


iv 
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[> Similarly, Matthew expanded the terrace adjacent to the house and replaced its pergola 
with one to match that at the rear. “We managed to save some of the culinary vines that 
grew over the original trellis,” says Matthew, delighted. “They'll be trained up the posts 
to form a canopy, like a living umbrella.” 

Structure has also been introduced with plants — via pleached, box-head hornbeams and 
a 4m Magnolia stellata planted near the existing verandah to shield it from neighbouring 
properties, and via replanted domes of Ilex crenata, Pinus mugo and yew (Taxus baccata), not 
to mention numerous roses. In the long border, down the side of the garden, Matthew has 
made good use of buttressed yew, used to create planting bays, and to introduce additional 
winter interest. “So often, hedges are only used on a boundary,” says Matthew, “but they 
are a way of bringing architecture into the garden and are also fantastic for biodiversity.” 

In keeping with the spirit of the original garden, the planting is unashamedly romantic, 
with many plants planted singly for the blown-in, self-seeded look the clients preferred. 


) Mheplanting is unashamedly 
romantic, with many plants 
chosen.singly.for their 
blown-in, self-seeded look 
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Knautia macedonica rubs shoulders with Salvia x sylvestris ‘Mainacht, Allium hollandicum 
‘Purple Sensation’ and a selection of peonies, including Paeonia lactiflora ‘Inspecteur 
Lavergne’ and P. lactiflora ‘Picotee’. The original irises have been joined by others including 
Tris ‘Deep Black’ I. ‘Jane Phillips’ and I. pallida — “one of the nicest scented irises, with 

a lovely sherbety smell,” says Matthew. 

Matthew admits that the garden was challenging to create, but feels the effort was well 
worth it. “It made me really think about how we use materials and how we can reuse and 
reinvent things, partly from an aesthetic point of view, but also from an environmental 
standpoint. If you're starting with good materials, as we were here, then it makes sense 
to repurpose them.” 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Find out more about Matthew's work at matthewwilsongardens.com 
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Above Climbing roses are a real feature 
of this garden, and help give it its relaxed, 
romantic feel. Seen here are Rosa 
‘Shropshire Lass’ and, behind, 

R. ‘Constance Spry’ with, elsewhere, 

R. Gentle Hermione (= ‘Ausrumba’), 

R. White Cloud (= ‘Korstacha’) and R. Tess 
of the d’Urbervilles’ (= ‘Ausmove’). Salvia 
rosmarinus makes a fitting surround to 
the dining area in the potager. 
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France when it comes to interesting Mediterranean plant choices 
WORDS NOEL KINGSBURY PHOTOGRAPHS CLAIRE TAKACS 
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Theres much to learn from this young, yet innovative garden in southwest 


 @ bien ; 
ge *..; IN BRIEF 
a _ What A garden made © _» 
. _ _,by two horticulture and 
Cs @ “design professionals. te 
_ Where Southwest France. > 
Size 2,275 square metres. 
* Soil Alluvial, free-draining. ae 
Climate Mediterranean, 
unpredictable and harsh. Dry 
winters, periodic heavy rainfall in ; 
autumn and spring, and hot, dry 
summers. Temperatures range from 
-15°C in'winter to 40°C in summer. ; 
a ¥ Hardiness zone:USDA 8. ine 
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ad 
x Stipa gigantea makes a fine focal 
y point among the lush growth of 
; several Miscanthus cultivars and 
Pennisetum orientale ‘Tall Tails: Such 
ee an abundance of big ornamental 
a: TK. grasses is a surprise in this 
~~ dry-summer garden but they flourish 
here thanks to a relatively high-water 
table and fertile alluvial soil. 
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t’s not often that your first sight of a garden 
is from above. But Le Jardin Champétre in 
the Occitanie region of southwest France 
offers just that opportunity. Set in a river 
valley, the garden sits four metres below the 
road allowing you the opportunity to take 
in the garden’s informally arranged shrubs, 
grasses and perennials, before climbing down 
to explore its gravel pathways more fully. 
This view from the road was one of the reasons, 
its owners Imogen Checketts, a former head 
gardener at Pensthorpe Natural Park in Norfolk, and 
horticulturist Kate Dumbleton bought the land to 
base both their garden design practice and a small 
nursery. “We love the landscape here,” says Kate. “We 
are in a small, fertile river valley but we have limestone 


behind us. In minutes you can be high up looking 
at the Pyrenees, and there are miles and miles of 
wild landscape with wildflowers such as euphorbias, 
lavender and phlomis.” 

The landscape and its flora has informed not just the 
pair’s own garden but also the plants they offer clients 
through their garden design practice. “Our extra layer 
is the grasses,” says Imogen. These thrive in the alluvial 
soil, which combines being free-draining with having 
a relatively high water table. Grasses and perennials 
establish quickly, but there is now a taller woody plant 
layer developing made up of various species of Phillyria, 
the strawberry tree Arbutus unedo, Rhamnus alaternus 
and Pistacia lentiscus — all classic western Mediterranean 
species. These are growing and, in some cases, being 
pruned into more tree-like forms, partly to create [ 


Pistacia lentiscus; pruned to show its’multi- # | 
stemmed trunk; will be 4 long-term component i 

“4 of this part of the garden/The mat-forming, | 
Frankenia laevis isan effective low groundcover, 

surrounded by delicate flowers, including Verbena See oe 

bonariensis and Catananche caerulea, and'grasses te ae ee 4 at 
such as blue-grey Helictotrichon sempervirens. f ee ee 
Although there is no gravel garden here, Imogen 
and Kate make exténsive use of gravel mulching, - 
which helps to reduce weed seed germination asi 
well as keeping the soil cool and.mioist. “ -s 
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16 KEY PLANTS FROM 
LE JARDIN CHAMPETRE 


1 Catananche caerulea Short-lived perennial, with greyish foliage and 
violet-blue flowers. Plants are narrow so best grown in groups or 
intermingled with other plants. 1m x 30cm. RHS H5, USDA 4a-7bt. 

2 Echinops ritro Thistle-like foliage in a non-spreading clump. Flowers followed 
by short-lived but attractive seedheads. 90cm x 45cm. RHS H7, USDA 3a-8b. 
3 Eragrostis elliottii A beautiful, clump-forming grass from the southeastern 

USA that excels in hot, dry conditions. Its fine, fawn-coloured foliage ages to tan, 
and in late summer its arching stems are topped with delicate smoky-grey 
flowers followed by attractive seedheads. 80cm x 60cm. USDA 6a-9b. 

4 Eriogonum fasciculatum A long-lived shrub native to the American West 
Coast, with papery, grey-white flowers and attractive small leaves. Can be hard- 
pruned and is very drought tolerant. 1.8m x 2.4m. USDA 7a-11. 

5 Frankenia laevis A mat-forming perennial that is the shortest of the 
groundcovers Imogen and Kate grow. Its foliage turns a lovely red in 
autumn. Probably not as drought-tolerant as thymes. 1-4cm. 

6 Glaucium flavum The yellow-horned poppy is a short-lived perennial, often 
grownas a biennial, with striking orange flowers and seedpods. A coastal plant, 
it has a habit to self-seed in stony places. 50cm x 30cm. RHS H4, USDA 5b-10b. 
7 Origanum syriacum A semi-shrubby oregano relative that has a rather leggy 
habit, but can be pruned into shape. It’s one of the key ingredients of za‘atar, 
used in Middle Eastern cooking. 60cm x 45cm. RHS H4, USDA 9a-10b. 

8 Pennisetum orientale ‘Tall Tails’ One of the best of the genus, forming slowly 
expanding clumps of neat foliage and creamy, pink-tinged flowerheads. Not 
notably drought-tolerant. 1.5m x 90cm. RHS H3, USDA 5a-8b. 


16 key plants continues on page 93 


> space beneath for planting. To begin with the pair 
grew annuals too, which they found were good early 
year fillers, but offered too short a season. 

There is a huge range of plants that can thrive in 
dry summer climates, but traditionally remarkably few 
have been used in gardens. That is starting to change, in 
no small part thanks to the influence of Olivier Filippi, 
whose celebrated nursery, Pépiniére Filippi with its 2,000 
or so different plant lines, is around an hour-and-a-half’s 
drive from Le Jardin Champétre. Filippi has done much 
to make the case for drought-tolerant planting, and is 
inspiring many other innovative gardeners. 

At Le Jardin Champétre there is evidence of this 
strong sense of innovation, experimentation and indeed 
iconoclasm. “We're dropping lavenders,” states Imogen. 
“Tn our clients’ gardens we are often using Eriogonum 


fasciculatum instead.” While some might deem it almost 
sacrilege to omit lavender from a Mediterranean-zone 
palette, it is a relatively short-lived plant that ages badly 
and cannot be regenerated by hard pruning. Eriogonum 
fasciculatum may lack lavender’s colourful flowers and 
scent, but it does make a far better low, grey-leaved 
shrub, and it can be pruned hard to produce nicely bushy 
plants. And its papery flowers are also, like many of the 
plants at Le Jardin Champétre, adored by pollinators. 
“Tt’s important to have plants that have an additional use, 
such as for wildlife” says Imogen. Two other plants she 
highlights as being great pollinator magnates are Salvia 
‘Allen Chickering’ and Origanum syriacum. 

Pruning is an important part of the management of 
many Mediterranean plants, and to a large extent mimics 
the constant nibbling by goats and sheep that many plants 


To continue turn to page 92 > 


frie ‘Looking out over the garden from the 
entrance you’re'met with a sea of lush 
green, created mainly with different 
cultivars of Miscanthus. Later in the 
summer these will flower and the 
seedheads will last well into the winter. 
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Four combinations from 
Le Jardin Champétre 


Above Grasses, including the short-lived but readily 
self-seeding Stipa tenuissima (1), thrive in the garden’s 
alluvial soil, but are an unusual sight in Mediterranean 
gardens. More common is Achillea coarctata (2), an 
effective groundcover species that Imogen and Kate 
use as a lawn alternative. They’re starting to phase out 
high-maintenance lavenders, such as Lavandula x 
intermedia ‘Impress Purple’ (3) and ‘Alba’ (4) and 
slowly replacing with Eriogonum fasciculatum (5). 


Below The foliage of Miscanthus sinensis ‘Saturnia’ (1) 
creates a lush lead for this border alongside 
Bupleurum fruticosum (2), which dominates here. It's 
a long-lived shrub that rapidly establishes itself and is 
ideal for dry summer climates. Here this remarkably 
useful shrub works well with Euphorbia characias 
subsp. wulfenii (3), the blue Salvia yangii (4), which 
flowers later than many dry-habitat species, and 
self-seeding purple Verbena bonariensis (5). 
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Above Planting is in layers, covering all the soil with 

a base dominated by grasses, including the silvery 
heads of Pennisetum orientale (1) and tufted blue- 
green leaves of Schizachyrium scoparium (2). At the 
back Amelanchier canadensis (3) and tall grass Stipa 
gigantea (4) are underplanted with bulbs, including 
Allium sphaerocephalon (5) and A. cristophii (6), its 
seedheads left to prolong interest, and perennials, 
such as Berkheya purpurea ‘Zulu Warrior’ (7). 


Below Grasses again add structure to this border, 
with Miscanthus sinensis ‘Yaku-jima’ (1) and Stipa 
gigantea (2) giving both shade and protection from 
wind to the planting below. Here the muted whites 
of Eriogonum fasciculatum (3) and Achillea 
millefolium (4), and grey spires and foliage of 
Stachys byzantina (5), contrast with the bold 
flowers of Lavandula x intermedia ‘Impress 

Purple’ (6) adding a burst of colour. 
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naturally receive. “Some clients need guidance on 


pruning,” says Kate. “It’s important to know when to trim 
these plants.” Light pruning can prolong the lifespans 

of cistus and lavender, while some such as santolina can 
be regenerated by harder pruning. Pruning also helps 
reduce drought stress in the summer. The other, even 
more useful piece of advice they pass on to clients is to 
plant small. Small plants will adapt rapidly to the soil 
conditions and send roots downwards wherever necessary 
to access moisture. At Le Jardin Champétre Imogen and 
Kate water plants only in their first year then not at all 
once they are established. 

While their garden offers opportunities for Imogen 
and Kate to trial techniques and plants, it is also a 
garden designed to be enjoyed — and to act as a stylish 
showcase for the nursery and design practice. “We have 
open weekends, which we find more effective than 
regular opening,” says Kate. Their client base comes 
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entirely by word of mouth, which has its benefits, but 
as Kate points out can bring its own problems. “There 
is the challenge of doing different plantings in places 
where so many people know each other — we don’t 
want to repeat ourselves,” she says. 

Still a young garden, Le Jardin Champétre will 
be exciting to watch in future years. Part of a new 
generation of Mediterranean-zone gardens that are 
dramatically increasing planting possibilities, its flora 
and experience may well help gardens elsewhere make 
the necessary adaptations to climate change. 0 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address 19 bis Avenue de la Montagne Noire, 11160 
Caunes-Minervois, France. Tel +33 (0)7 80 43 32 62. 
Web lejardinchampetre.com Open The garden will open 
this summer in partnership with the Caunes-Minervois 
arts trail on 18-19 June, 2-3 July and 16-17 July, 49m-8pm. 


i Still a young garden, Le Jardin 
Champéetre will be exciting to 


watch in future years 


16 KEY PLANTS 
CONTINUED 


9 Achillea crithmifolia A drought-tolerant groundcover with grey foliage that 
Imogen and Kate keep mown short like a lawn. It’s strongly spreading, so best 
kept to areas where it can be contained or spread isn't a problem. 20cm. 

10 Achillea coarctata Another groundcover that Imogen and Kate also mow like 
a lawn, but slower growing than A. crithmifolia and with a more patchy 
appearance. Elegant silvery leaves and attractive yellow flowers. 15cm. 

11 Achillea millefolium The common and best-known yarrow, it is also 
a notably drought-tolerant potential groundcover, but with lusher foliage. 
Flowers are usually white. 90cm x 60cm. RHS H7, USDA 3a-9b. 

12 Allium cristophii Spectacular large heads of metallic purple flowers 
are followed by seedheads that last until early autumn. Good for drier 
soils. 60cm x 20cm. RHS H5, USDA 4a-8b. 

13 Allium sphaerocephalon Dark purple flowerheads on what is a narrow and 
insubstantial plant, so best grown in quantity and scattered among other plants. 
90cm x 8cm. AGM*. RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 

14 Asphodeline lutea Striking, early summer, clump-forming perennial with 
upright stems. Good for dry or stony soils. 90cm x 30cm. RHS H4, USDA 6a-9b. 
15 Bulbine frutescens Amazingly drought-tolerant, slowly spreading 
perennial, like a miniature Kniphofia. Makes a good groundcover. 
45cm x 45cm. RHS H3, USDA 9a-11. 

16 Bupleurum fruticosum A rapidly growing, long-lived evergreen shrub with 
glossy, blue-green foliage and yellow flowers in summer. An excellent coastal 
plant. Easily clipped into various shapes. 2m x 2.5m. RHS H4. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 


Forest bathing 


Tall trees canopying a petite courtyard and intuitive hideaway reveal hidden 
depths, thanks to Arjan Boekel’s woodland-edge planting 


WORDS ANNIE GATT] PHOTOGRAPHS SIETSKE DE VRIES 


hen Dutch landscape 
architect Arjan 
Boekel was invited 
to design the 13m 
by 11m garden 

of a new build 
belonging to Mirjam and Jeroen Smit, he 
quickly decided that it should be a courtyard 
garden. To Arjan, a courtyard means a small, 
enclosed space with a secluded feeling, and 
the ones he likes best are those that have 

the functional spaces along the edges of a 
plot and a green centre. The owners, who 
have two young children, wanted a tranquil 
garden, with areas for outdoor eating and 
cooking, and for the hot tub they already 
owned, that would sit comfortably with 


the glass-and-timber house and look good 
throughout the seasons. It also needed to 
be a place of adventure for the children but 
without the clutter of play equipment. 
Taking his cue from the strong 
architectural lines of the house’s facade, 
Arjan created three geometric terraces, two 
in bespoke pale concrete tiles and a raised 
deck in timber, both materials that relate 
to the building. Raising the deck not only 
enabled the hot tub to be installed without 
excessive excavation, it also allows the family 
to enjoy the last rays of the evening sun. 
Closest to the house, a covered verandah 
provides a sheltered seating area that is 
warmed by a wood-burning stove on cold 
days. Here the concrete tiles create a > 


commodate in this new-build plot. 
He bedded it in a mounded disc of 
rasses and perennials, which form= 


Left above The rectangular hardwood deck, 
which is raised by almost 60cm to get 
maximum evening sun and fit in the hot tub, 
is softened by shrubs, such as Hydrangea 
quercifolia, and by grasses and sedges, 
including Luzula nivea, in the organic-shaped 
beds that are mounded to a height of 30cm. 


Left below By bringing the planting as 
close as possible to the glazed back wall 

of the contemporary house, the designer 
ensured that the owners feel immersed in 
the garden, even from inside. The choice of 
small-leaved Nothofagus antarctica allows 
plenty of light to filter through the canopy. 
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Top The plant-free white stucco wall and the 
dining terrace made from concrete tiles form 
the more architectural side of the garden. 
The owners made the outdoor kitchen, using 
western red cedar for the units, which link 
back to timber doors on the house's fagade. 


Above The covered entrance to the garden 
creates a sheltered seating area for cool 
days and for winter, when the rusted-steel 
stove is well used. Rusted steel has also been 
chosen for the bench, which doubles as a log 
store, and for the edging of the main beds. 
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> direct link to the concrete flooring of the 
open-plan dining and kitchen space. 
Stepping out into the garden, gravel 
paths offer a number of ways of journeying 
through it, around a series of organic- 
shaped, mounded beds. Ahead is the dining 
terrace with a kitchen area on the side wall of 
the flat-roofed garden shed (the owners built 
the kitchen themselves, cladding it with the 
same western red cedar as that of the house) 
and at the far corner is the deck, where the 
hot tub has been installed. Here a band of 
Hydrangea quercifolia and Cotinus ‘Grace’ 
creates both a shield effect and a gradual 
transition to the ivy-covered boundary fence. 
Placing large beds of predominantly 
green, layered planting at the heart of the 
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garden makes the space seem larger. The 
restricted palette of mainly grasses with 

a canopy layer of strikingly architectural 
Nothofagus antarctica, each one looking as 
if it has been wind-blasted, is a change of 
direction for Arjan who is known for his 
lush, colourful plantings. “Here I wanted 

to create a woodland-edge feeling as 

I thought it suited the place and the clients, 
who did not want traditional cottage garden 
planting with lots of flowers.” His choice of 
two grasses, Sesleria autumnalis (70 per cent) 
and Molinia caerulea ‘Edith Dudszus’ (ten 
per cent), and the sedge Luzula nivea (20 
per cent), shows that it’s possible to create 
successional interest in a predominantly 
green scheme. “It’s what 1am used to [> 


Arjan Boekel’s choice of plants and their 
positioning achieves depth in this 13m by 11m 
courtyard garden, helping to make it feel larger 
that its actual size. He wanted to include trees 
to provide a canopy layer and some shade, and 
his choice of Nothofagus antarctica, with its 
light canopy of small leaves and airy branch 
structure, allows for views through them in 

all directions. “| also like to leave some space 
between the lowest branches and the top of the 
understorey planting.” Although he wanted to 
create a layered effect to mimic the woodland 
edge, he did not use shrubs in the central beds. 
“Shrubs would be too bulky, and compete 

with the trees.” Instead, he mounded the soil 


r views through them 


‘nall. directions. 


in the beds to a height of about 30cm for his 
limited palette of plants, and chose species 
with delicate inflorescences, such as the early 
flowering evergreen sedge Luzula nivea and the 
perennial foxglove Digitalis lutea, to maintain 
transparency. To create depth at the southern 
side and back of the garden, he uses a repeat 
planting of Hydrangea quercifolia, chosen for 
its large leaves, which turn shades of red and 
purple in autumn and for its subtle flowers, 
combined with taller Cotinus ‘Grace’, which also 
creates a blaze of orange in autumn, in front 

of the green backdrop of Hedera helix grown 
against the boundary fence. This also helps to 
soften the edges in this part of the courtyard. 


~ 7. { 


Above The view back to the timber 

and glass house, with repeat plantings 

of Sesleria autumnalis, Molinia caerulea 
‘Edith Dudszus’ Luzula nivea and Erigeron 
karvinskianus creating a layered, edge-of- 
woodland effect around the airy 
Nothofagus antarctica trees. 


Above Gravel paths, in a warm tone that is 

a blend of the timber and concrete elements, 
create a series of soft, child-friendly ways 
around the central beds, linking the three 
seating areas. On the southern, ivy-clad 


, 


boundary repeat plantings of Cotinus ‘Grace 
and Hydrangea quercifolia provide splashes 
of red, purple and orange in the autumn. 
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[> doing with flowers, but with a more subtle 
effect,” says Arjan. Shade-tolerant Luzula 
nivea flowers as early as April in this garden, 
creating a frothy mid layer around the base 
of the Nothofagus antarctica trees. The bands 
of zingy green Sesleria autumnalis, which 

are combined with darker-leaved Molinia 

to lend depth, are dusted with silvery white 
flowerheads in summer. In late autumn the 
Molinia, reminiscent of the wild grasses 
found on nearby heathland, fires up in tones 
of orange-yellow, while Anemone x hybrida 
‘Honorine Jobert’ adds welcome splashes 

of white. The flowerheads of Digitalis lutea, 
which Arjan has chosen for its pale-yellow 
colour, vertical structure and woodland-edge 
feel, are allowed to stand through winter, 


until they become too messy. The quirky 
twisted branch shapes of the Nothofagus, and 
soothing clumps of evergreen Luzula nivea 
keep interest going throughout the winter 
season, against the glossy green backdrop 

of the Hedera helix boundary. 

Owner Mirjam Smit says the family use 
the garden all year, with the hot tub and 
wood stove drawing them to it in winter. But, 
she explains, with the planting starting only 
a few metres from their kitchen/dining room 
windows. “We enjoy the indoor-outdoor 
view every single moment we are at home.” 4 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Find out more about Arjan’s work 
at boekeltuinen.nl 


Advertisement feature 


Stru 


® 


The straw mulch for 


‘Strulch’ is a scientific 
success story. At Leeds 
University, Dr Geoff 
Whiteley found he 
could replicate a 
natural process which 
preserves straw. He 
and his wife Jackie 
brought the new 
environmentally 
friendly, biodegradable 
mulch to market . Fast 
becoming the preferred 
mulch of professional 


and amateur gardeners. 


Strulch is made from 
wheat straw and the 
mineralisation process 
preserves the straw and 
turns it dark brown. It 
has aneutral pH so can 
be used anywhere in the 
garden andit lasts for up 
to two years. Over time, 
the mulch improves soil 
structure and adds 
nutrients. The physical 
properties of the mulch 
and the added minerals 
deter slugs and snails. 


Strulch is available in 
9kg bags from our 
stockists. For best value 
buy direct in bulk on 
pallets of 12, 25 or 

48 x 13.5 kg bags. 


www:strulch.co.uk 


organic gardening 


Professional gardeners 
see the benefits too: 


“Lhave used it on the veg 
beds as aheavy mulch 
and experimenting in 
some areas aS ano dig 
concept: laid it on 
cardboard on the beds 
and will sow wildflower 
seed into it. Ihave used it 
on two of the herbaceous 
borders to keep the 
weeds down and keep 
the ground warmer to 
help protect the crowns. 


Head Gardener, 
Floors Castle Gardens 


‘Lam extremely pleased 
with the product’s ability 
to suppress weed growth 
and have noted an 
observable improvement 
in overall plant health 
and soil structure over a 
wide range of plants with 
successive applications. 


David Redmore, 
Director Garden and 
Landscape Design. 
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due to evaporation 


Weeds grow 
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> moisture. Straw is really best for very dry, free-draining soil, on 
heavier, clay soils, it does tend to become a bit of slug magnet. 

Mulches work particularly well in conjunction with a thin layer of 
compost. Put the compost down first and then cover with the mulch. 
The microbes in the compost will inoculate both the soil as well as 
the mulch, helping it to decay and release its nutrients. 


Foliar feeds 


There are times, however, when you will need to feed the plants 
directly rather than the soil. This is particularly true of container- 

or pot-grown plants. There are two ways you can feed: as a soil drench 
or as foliar feed. Plants take up nutrients far more rapidly through 
their leaf surface (a matter of minutes) than through their roots and 
the soil (can take several days). A foliar feed can be a direct injection 
of energy, compounds and necessary nutrients for an ailing plant or 
one showing the beginning signs of stress. 

The plant’s leaf surface also has its own microbial community; 
there are many fungi and bacteria that live only on plant leaves and 
the right feed can also help to boost the good guys in this community 
(as opposed to the less desirable ones such as mildews). 

Foliar feeds should be applied during the growing season; 
depending on the feed they can be used weekly, fortnightly or once 
a month. They should be applied early morning or early evening, out 
of direct sunlight. Foliar feeds need to cover roughly 70 per cent of the 
leaf surface to be effective, ideally both sides of the leaves. Any foliar 
feed can also be used as a soil drench as part of the feeding regime. 


Foliar ferments 


Foliar ferments are traditionally made from comfrey or nettles rotted 
down in water into a liquid feed. Other options for foliar ferments 
include dandelions (rich in minerals, such as calcium and 
magnesium, and nutrients, such as potassium), mares’ tail (rich in 
chlorine, calcium, magnesium and potassium) and chickweed (rich in 
phosphorous and potassium). Add your plant material to a bucket 
(around three-quarters full) and cover with water (ideally rain water). 
After two to three days this can be strained and diluted at a ratio of 
1:10 and used as a soil biological inoculant (similar to activated 


compost tea). After a week the pH drops, the material can be strained 
the liquid stored or you can let if further decompose (this is when it 
gets smelly) indefinitely. Strain and use at a ratio of 1:10 (roughly 
diluted to the colour of weak tea). 

You can make aerated or activated compost tea using a compost 
tea brewer with an aerator (often an aquarium pump). This actively 
pumps oxygen into a mixture of compost and water to create a 
concentrate of aerobic microbes that are beneficial for the soil food 
web. You can use it on both the soil and leaf surfaces. 

Another alternative is a fermented plant juice. For this you can use 
either leafy material or fruit (bruised tomatoes work well). Mix your 
plant material (either leaves or fruit, but not both) with organic 
brown sugar (roughly three parts plant material to two parts sugar 
or 1:1 with fruit) in a glass jar and cover the top with more sugar. 
Weigh down the material with a stone or glass of water to initiate 
fermentation. Cover with a cloth, ferment for a week or more out 
of direct sunlight until you have a liquid. Strain the liquid and store 
in a jar with a tight lid. Dilute to a ratio of 1:500 and as a foliar spray. 


Mineral extracts 


You can also extract broad spectrum minerals, such as calcium and 
other compounds, from cooked bones, egg shells and shell fish. Cook 
the bones and shells at 150°C for around an hour to extract water. Fill 
a glass jar with around 10-15 per cent mineral material and 85-90 per 
cent raw cider vinegar. Cover with a lid and watch it fizz, after a week 
decant and repeat until no reaction occurs. Dilute at a ratio of 1:500 
(roughly one tablespoon to 15 litres of water) and use a foliar spray. 
You'll find additional recipes in the books listed below. 9 


FURTHER READING 
The Regenerative Grower’s Guide to Garden Amendments 
by Nigel Palmer (Chelsea Green Publishing, 2020). 


Compost Teas for the Organic Grower 
by Eric Fisher (Permanent Publications, 2019). 


LOOK OUT FOR PART THREE OF THE SERIES IN THE 
SEPTEMBER ISSUE: Protecting and harnessing soils over winter. 


How to mulch 


Mulch is anything that can be put on the surface 

of the soil to slow down evaporation, prevent weeds 
and insulate plants. It is much better for the soil 
food web if the mulch is organic, rather than say 

a plastic weed-suppressing membrane, because it 
will break down and feed the soil rather than pollute 
it. Many things make good mulch: leaves, leaf mould, 
grass clippings, pine needles, bark and wood 
clippings, seaweed, rough or semi-rotted compost, 
shredded paper and/or spent compost (such as 
last year’s tomato compost from pots). 


WHAT TO DO NOW 

Mulch around larger vegetables 
and other plants to help conserve 
water, insulate and improve soil 
structure. Ideal for potatoes, chards, 
rhubarb and squashes. 

Grass clipping mulches will 

aid bacteria in the soil and are 
excellent for the brassicas. 

Leaf mould mulch will work better 
for fruit bushes and strawberries. 


Container-grown plants will need 
feeding every seven to ten days: use 
either a soil drench or a foliar feed. 
On the whole plants grown 

in the soil shouldn’t need 
supplementary liquid feeding, 
unless they are ailing for some 
reason. If you do need to feed, 

try a pick-me-up of seaweed 

or fermented plant juice. 
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News, garden design and sourcebook 


JUBILEE TREE 


A monumental timber-and-steel sculpture designed by 
Heatherwick Studio will soar 21m high in front of Buckingham 
Palace this month to mark the The Queen's Platinum Jubilee 
celebration weekend (2-5 June). The timber branches of the 
tree-like sculpture, Tree of Trees, will support 350 aluminium 
pots embossed with the Queen's cypher that will each 
contain a British native tree. It marks the country-wide 
planting of more than a million trees that began in October 
2021 as part of The Queen's Green Canopy campaign. After 
the celebrations, the trees will be donated to selected 
community groups and organisations. heatherwick.com 
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@) APL AWARDS 


Ascheme that merges two dated 
gardens in west Berkshire into 

a single unified space has been 
named Supreme Winner in the 2022 
APL Awards. The design and build, 
by Andrea Newill Garden Design 

and Simply Green Landscapes Ltd, 
features naturalistic planting that sits 
comfortably in a rural setting. A low 
brick wall encloses a wide terrace for 
dining and entertaining next to the 
house, with a barbecue area and 
space for a hot tub. Brick steps lead 
up to an oak pergola and on to the 
games room, an area of wildflowers 
and a woodland garden that includes 
a water feature and bespoke bench. 
aplawards.co.uk 


ED.COM JUNI 


2) HAREWOOD HOUSE 
TREEHOUSE 


Sylvascope, a treehouse at Harewood 
House, West Yorkshire, is one of 15 
projects featured in the Harewood 
Biennial 2022. Designed by Sebastian 
Cox and built by Root and Shoot, 
using wood harvested from managed 
woodland, the treehouse is made 
from Douglas fir and larch, with strips 
of larch forming the woven circular 
walls. Seeming to float above the 
ground, it’s supported by cantilevered 
beams fixed to existing trees, and will 
become a permanent addition to the 
estate. The Biennial, on the theme 
Radical Acts: Why Craft Matters 
continues until 29 August. 
harewood.org 
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(3) NORTHERN DESIGN 
AWARDS 


The landscaping of a new housing 
development on a former brownfield 
site has won the Landscaping Design 
Award in the Northern Design 
Awards 2021 for Layer Studio. Just 

a ten-minute walk from Leeds city 
centre, the Climate Innovation 
District development on the banks of 
the River Aire is a car-free landscape 
with a grassy green street and semi- 
private gardens at the front of the 
properties. Rain gardens and 

a SUDS system slow rainwater, as 

do the sedum roofs. Peaceful 
Riverside decks and terraces provide 
communal spaces with views 

across the water. layer.studio 


4) WILDFLOWER 
MEADOWS DUNDEE 


Some 34 acres of new wildflower 
meadows in the city of Dundee are 
bursting into flower this summer, as a 
precursor to the proposed opening of 
Eden Project Dundee. Eden's Scottish 
home will transform the former 
Dundee Gasworks on East Dock 
Street. The first site to be planted up 
in this two-year project, funded by 
Alexander Moncur Trust and 
NatureScot, is a five-acre open space 
at Seabraes, approximately a mile 
from the Gasworks. This and two 
other wildflower sites will provide 
spaces for people to relax, and also 
additional habitats for pollinators and 
other wildlife. edenproject.com 


2 EDVINAS BRUZAS 


Built over 200 years ago, Grade I-Listed 
Leonardslee Lakes & Gardens is a unique 
haven in the Sussex High Weald. Known as 
the ‘finest woodland gardens in England, 
bursting with colour and scenic views 
throughout the year. 

Visitors are invited to explore our 240 
acres set in a valley, rich in history and 
character, and discover the beauty of 
spring, alive with a riot of colour and 
scent. Vivid hues of rhododendrons, 
camellias and magnolias overhang 
pathways fringed with bluebells creating 
floral tunnels to explore. 

Seasonal highlights include the wild 
beauty of Bluebell Bank where hundreds 
of thousands of bluebells can be found 
in enchanting shades of blue and purple, 
stretching across the glade until late May 
in a favourable year. The ornamental Rock 
Garden, built around 1890 by the famous 
Rock Garden designers Pulham & Sons, 


becomes a kaleidoscope of colour in spring 
and is a delightful place to relax and lose 
yourself amongst the stunning tiered plant 
collection. The Loderi Garden - the only 


place in the world where visitors can view 


Find Leonardslee Lakes & Gardens at: Leonardslee Gardens, Brighton Road, Horsham, West Sussex RH13 6PP. Open all year round except on Christmas Day. 
Memberships from less than £1 per week* Group discount applies to groups of 10 people or more and for events of 15 people or more. *per adult in a joint membership 
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all Rhododendron Loderi hybrids together 
— was cultivated by Sir Edmund Loder when 
he owned the estate in the early 1900s. From 
1901 he bred more than 30 Loderi hybrids — 
look out for their large scented blooms and 
statuesque tree-like size. 

From spring through to summer, the 
woodlands and lakes become alive with 
all kinds of wildlife. Grass snakes swim in 
the lakes along with carp, perch, rudd and 
minnow. Dragonflies and damselflies dart 
across the valley. Birds including coots, 
moorhens, grey herons, cormorants, 
kingfishers, mandarin ducks and several 
birds on the Red List of threatened 
species including marsh tits, grey wagtails 
and spotted flycatchers wade in the water 
or fly above the estate. 

The gardens feature seven interlacing 
lakes, 70 acres of deer park, rare wallaby 
colony, vineyard, wine tastings, Michelin- 
starred restaurant, a magical world in 
miniature at our famous “Beyond the 
Dolls’ House’ exhibition and our new 
Sculpture Park & Art Gallery - featuring 
over 50 monumental sculptures placed 
throughout our woodland gardens. 


0871 873 3389 | leonardsleegardens.co.uk 
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MANDARIN STONE 


Buy online mandarinstone.com 
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5)RHS COMMUNITY GARDENS 


The four winning community gardens of the RHS Garden Day Competition — 


one in each UK country — have been announced. In Northern Ireland, garden 
designer Johnny Knox has devised a wildlife-friendly scheme (above) ona 
former railway viaduct in Randalstown for a group of volunteers in Antrim and 
Newtownabbey Borough Council. In Scotland, Semple Begg’s scheme for 
Friends of Barshaw Park, Paisley (right), uses curved raised beds that reflect 
the famous paisley pattern. Bees and beehives are the inspiration behind 
Arit Anderson's design (below left) for an English community growing 
scheme in Coneygear Park, for Huntingdon in Bloom, which includes fruit 
and vegetables. While in Blaenavon, Wales, a patch of wasteland will be 
transformed by Victoria Wade into a 300 square metre-garden (below right) 
with seating areas, a pizza oven, dining space and a greenhouse. rhs.org.uk 
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6) PHILADELPHIA 
FLOWER SHOW 


UK designer Ann-Marie Powell is exhibiting at 
the 2022 Philadelphia Flower Show, the 
world's longest running flower show, which 
this year is being held outdoors at FDR Park. 
Responding to the show's theme In Full 
Bloom, she has designed a vibrant garden 
full of pollinator-attracting flowers planted 
around a wildlife pond, with a log stack wall 
and wavy golden rods providing vertical 


elements. US landscape architect Martha 


Schwartz has designed a brightly coloured 
installation in the shape of a giant, flower-like 
mushroom that celebrates fungi and their 
health benefits for humans. Philadelphia 
Flower Show, 11-19 June. phsonline.org 


This was 
Sylvia’s 
~ promise 


to you... 


A generation ago, awoman named Sylvia made 

a promise. As a doctor's secretary, she'd watched 
stroke destroy the lives of so many people. She was 
determined to make sure we could all live in a world 
where we're far less Likely to lose our lives to stroke. 


She kept her promise, and a gift to the Stroke 
Association was included in her WiLL. Sylvia's gift helped 
fund the work that made sure many more of 

US survive stroke now than did in her lifetime. 


Sylvia changed the story for us all. Now it’s our turn 
to change the story for those who'll come after us. 


Stroke still shatters lives and tears families apart. 
And for so many survivors the road to recovery is 
still long and desperately lonely. If you or someone 
you love has been affected by stroke — you'll know 
just what that means. 


Rebuilding lives after stroke 


The Stroke Association is registered as a charity in England and Wales (No 211015) and in Scotland (SC037789). 
Also registered in the Isle of Man (No. 945) and Jersey (NPO 369), and operating as a charity in Northern Ireland. 
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But it doesn't have to be like this. You can change the 
story, just like Sylvia did, with a gift in your WiLL All it 
takes is a promise. 


You can promise future generations a world where 
researchers discover new treatments and surgeries 
— and every single stroke survivor has the best care, 
rehabilitation and support network possible, to help 
them rebuild their lives. 


Will you make that promise to generations to 
come? Please, leave a gift in your Will to the 
Stroke Association. 


Find out how by calling 020 7566 1505 
or email legacy@stroke.org.uk 
or visit stroke.org.uk/legacy 
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GARDEN DESIGN 


IN PLAIN 
SIGHT 


Little is hidden in this rectangular 
city garcen, yet it stylishly manages 
to blend three distinct areas 


WORDS CHRIS YOUNG PHOTOGRAPHS RICHARD BLOOM 


The design brief 


The owners, Cambridge professionals with four young 
children, weren't too prescriptive about the design for their 
new garden. “The brief was fairly open,” says designer Jane 
Brockbank, “but there were practical issues, such as ensuring 
there was plenty of privacy and enough space for the children 
to learn and play in.” The couple home educate their 
children so it was vital the space could not only be a place 
to relax in and enjoy looking at, but a place that would offer 
opportunities for education and stimulation too. 


The overall design is, on plan, quite simple. A terrace leads 
from the substantially renovated house: “We didn’t need a big 
terrace as the large kitchen doors, when open, make you feel 
like you're outside anyway,” explain the couple. 


An almost-rectangular lawn with a single, statuesque Sorbus 
allows plenty of usable open space in the first third of the 
garden, and then leads on to a productive vegetable garden. 
Further down, through an inclined path and ornamental-inspired 
meadow, is the final third — the ‘dark spa’ as the architects call 
it. Housing a gym, sauna and guest suite, its black charred 
timber facade make it the perfect backdrop to any planting. 


The central part of the garden houses the greenhouse, raised 
beds and shed. Unusually, Jane didn’t try and hide these — 

in fact, she deliberately kept them in clear line of sight to 
both help break up the garden and to show that growing, 
harvesting, caring and nurturing plants is an integral part 
of the garden experience. 


Throughout, the hard materials were chosen for a consistent 
feel with the brick house extension: the terrace is an irregular 
shape with irregular shaped beds; the paths are Petersen bricks, 
surrounded by self-compacted gravel; and the raised beds are 
simple timber sleepers. 


“There was no restriction on the colours or types of plants 
I could use,” explains Jane — the owners were happy to be 
led by her choice and as a result, Jane’s design has an 
abundance of planting that helps soften the boundaries 
and create an immersive experience. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Find out more about Jane's work at janebrockbank.com 


Turn the page to see more of the garden [> 
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The ornamental 
meadow 


The area in front of the ‘dark spa’, 
“ the guest suite building at the bottom 

of the garden, is a great example of 

blending planting with experience. 


Key to the feel is the ornamental 
meadow. Situated in front of the spa 
bulding the planting gives a nod to the 
Cambridge Fens. It isn’t a replica but rather 
an evocation of the plants, textures and 
colours of the lowland Fens in this part 

of East Anglia. “| wanted to create 

a wildflower and long-grass area on one 
side, and a more ornamental version 

of it on the other,” says Jane. 


Jane used a flowering lawn mix from 
Emorsgate Seeds, which includes 

several key plants, including lady’s 
bedstraw (Galium verum), white clover 
(Trifolium repens) and meadow buttercup 
(Ranunculus acris). “What's great is that it 
flowers early in the season so you can then 
cut it down and it becomes a shaggy lawn 
for the rest of the year,” says Jane. 


: Amini ‘orchard’ of two small 
apple trees adds to the meadow 
feel, while a taller downy birch, 

- . Betula pubescens, gives height. 


On the opposite side of the path is 


Py 4 the spa border, which takes visual 
y cues from the meadow but by using 
f i ornamental plants — for example, 


iN 


/ 4 
ht 
“f 


Wo. Anthemis punctata subsp. cupaniana 
references meadow daisies, Cirsium 
P rivulare ‘Atropurpureum’ relate to 
~ common thistles, while Geranium 
‘Nimbus’ references meadow cranesbill. 


There is a slight incline to the 
= path and wildflower mound (spoil 
< from digging out the guest suite), 
but as you approach the building the 
slope reduces and you feel as if you 
are entering another world — both 
oq architecturally and physically. Even 
just over a few metres distance, the 
main garden seems a long way 
away, the main house further still. 
} It's aclever piece of engineering 
in a relatively small space. 


Turn the page for more ideas from the garden [> 
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Essential elements 


Some of the key design elements that help to create a seamless link between 
the newly renovated house and the guest spa at the bottom of the garden 


pes _ wee Fe 


BACK TO BLACK 
The luxurious ‘dark spa’ building, clad 
in shou-sugi-ban charred timber, was 


designed by Neil Dusheiko Architects, 


who also designed the extension to 
the house and worked closely with 
Jane on the garden redesign, as they 
had done on other projects. Housing 
agym, sauna and guest suite, its 
black charred-timber facade makes 
it the perfect backdrop for not only 
any planting but also to seemingly 
disappear into the shadows. 


LEADING THE WAY 
A natural-looking path, of Petersen 
bricks laid flat and compacted 

gravel, leads through informal, 
meadow-inspired planting, down to 
the garden spa building. The use of the 
same bricks as the extension is a nice 
visual connection from the bottom of 
the garden back to the house, while 
laying them in gravel denotes a move 
away from the more formal terrace 

to the more relaxed feeling throughout 
the garden. 


RAISING THE BAR 

Across the centre of the garden 

is the productive space — greenhouse, 
raised beds for vegetables, a narrow 
herb garden and tucked along the 
fence line, a shed. This bold decision 
by garden designer Jane Brockbank — 
to expose and celebrate this part 

of the garden, rather than hide it 
away — helps delineate the space 
between the formal lawn nearer 

the house and the ornamental 
meadow further on. 


GARDEN DESIGN 


TOP DESIGNTIPS FOR 


A secluded suite 


¢ One of the key requirements by the clients for both architect 


__ eee and garden designer was to ensure a high level of privacy in the 
KEY FACTS guest suite. The guest bedroom opens on to the ‘spa garden’: 
Where Cambridge. a semi-circular space that is bordered by 11 tall Chinese privet 
Size 12m x 35m. (Ligustrum lucidum), a great evergreen shrub that isn’t often used. 
Soil Light and sandy that dries out 
quickly but with a clay subsoil. + Slate pebbles and an offset boulder give a calming, almost 


Japanese-inspired feel. The connection between inside and out 
is seamless, lending a relaxed and meditative air to the intimate 
space — large bi-fold doors frame the view. 


¢ Woodland plants, such as Disporopsis pernyi and wild ginger 
Asarum europaeum, thrive beneath the Chinese privet and add to 
the calming green palette that also includes the alpine water fern 
Blechnum penna-marina and the grass Hakonechloa macra. 


Turn the page for more design ideas [> 


OPENING OUT 
Looking back towards this Cambridge 
house (which was completely renovated 
and extended in 2019) shows the 

vital relationship between plants, 

open space and building. The informal, 
herb-based planting in front of the 
kitchen extension softens the Petersen 
brick walls, as well as visually fudging 
the horizontal lines of the space. The 
owners didn't feel that they needed a 
large terrace — opening up the large 
doors gives the feeling of being outside. 
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Approach to 
planting 


Garden designer Jane Brockbank 
has used a blend of lower-growing 
and mid-range perennials, with bulbs, 
climbers, shrubs, grasses, herbs and 
trees to create year-round interest. 
Plants, such as evergreen Sarcococca 
hookeriana Winter Gem (= ‘PmooreO3’) 
and Helleborus argutifolius, ensure 
winter interest, while a climbing 
yy Clematis alpina ‘White Columbine’ 
nt and the large shrub Magnolia stellata 
ER continue the show in spring. Summer 
if \. ; sees plants such as Rosa x odorata 
om ‘Mutabilis’ and Geranium Patricia 
-T (=‘Brempat’) come to the fore giving 
way to autumn flowerers such as 
ra Persicaria amplexicaulis ‘Fat Domino’ 


“| No specific colour palette was 
specified, but the combination of purple 
sage (Salvia offinalis ‘Purpurascens’) and 
yellow semi-double buttercup Ranunculus 

<i acris ‘Stevenii’ in the bed on the terrace 

is particularly successful. Not often seen 
in ornamental planting, the buttercup is 
a particular favourite of Jane's and also 

I} makes a deliberate connection with the 
; ornamental meadow near the guest suite. 


The inclusion of shrubs in the borders, 
such as Viburnum opulus ‘Roseum; 

allow dappled light to the ground level 
below, where perennials Astrantia major 
‘Large White’ and Symphyotrichum laeve 
‘Calliope’ can flourish. 


How the garden looks from inside 

was also a key consideration. From 

the kitchen table, the spatial balance of 
planting, grass lawn, productive vegetable 
\ area and the long grass in front of the 

a 


guest suite, are key. Jane has ensured that 
ea . N all the boundaries of the rectangular site 
. . are clothed in plants to help visually blur 
the edges while ensuring that maximum 
value is gained from the space.O 


SUPPLIERS 


Emorsgate Seeds 

Tel 01553 829028, wildseed.co.uk 
Neil Dusheiko Architects 

Tel 07876 341273, neildusheiko.com 
Petersen Bricks 
en.petersen-tegl.dk 
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PRs alas 


Rosa ‘Rachel's Joy’ 


Welcome the wildlife back into your garden this summer 
with some beautiful world-renowned roses from the 
Peter Beales collection. 


Potted roses can be planted out now adding instant 
colour to your garden and with so many beautiful 
colours and styles to choose from why not order you 
roses today and enjoy the rewards this summer. 


Every garden deserves a rose... 


Every rose from our extensive world leading collection 
is of the finest quality, carefully selected and hand 
cultivated to the highest of standards here in East Anglia. 


To receive your free copy of our _ inspirational 
catalogue ‘A Treasury of Roses’ please visit our website: 
www.classicroses.co.uk or by phoning the nursery and 
quoting G22. 


e MAIL ORDER e FREE CATALOGUE e ROSE GARDENS 


Attleborough Norfolk NR17 1AY 
www.classicroses.co.uk 01953 454707 


DESIGN 
SOURCEBOOK 


Water features 


Go with the flow and choose one of these stylish options to refresh your garden 


COMPILED BY MOLLY BLAIR 


FF eh rer) tal Me PPTL 
ji 


WHEN IN ROME FOUNTAIN FLOW SCROLL DOWN 
Roma Water Feature, H 76.5cm x W 42cm x D 25cm, Adezz Aluminium Water Table, L4m x D 1m x H 40cm, Lion Wall Bowl Fountain, Portland, H 1,177mm 
£225, Cox & Cox, £6,895.95, Riverhill Garden Supplies, x D 433mm x W 833mm, £699, Haddonstone, 
0330 333 2123, coxandcox.co.uk 01732 522471, riverhillgardensupplies.com 01604 770711, haddonstone.com 


Ais x Re wee : 
RIPPLE EFFECT LITTLE OASIS SHEER DROP 
OASE Waterfall Pillar Kit, W 30cm x H 60cm, Water Bowl, Corten steel, D 1m x H 21cm, Ambienté 30cm Stainless Steel Waterfall Cascade Kit, 
£359.99, water-garden.co.uk, £280, Urban Grow, from £99.98, Primrose, 
023 9237 3735, water-garden.co.uk urbangrow.co.uk 0118 903 5210, primrose.co.uk 


IN THE ROUND CRYSTAL BALL COPPER HUE 


Corten Steel Round Water Pool with Fountain, @ 1m, Aterno Steel Sphere & Pebble Pool, @ 42cm, Sandbanks Corten Waterfall Feature, © 1.5m, 
£1,605.95, The Worm That Turned, £265, waterfeatures.com, £2,490, Rose & Rust, 
0345 605 2505, worm.co.uk 0161 375 1232, waterfeatures.com 07980 382702, roseandrust.co.uk 
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i Browse 
Take a look at some of our 
latest fantastic Offers, covering 
gardening, lifestyle, travel, food 
and drink and much more. 


Red 
P RO GRA M M E ralow the link provided in each 


offer and apply the offer code when 
placing your order. 


New offers have been added to the Gardens aa 
; ind even mo 
Illustrated Reader Rewards scheme this month - FES goles 
5) F F ' -s : Com/offers to fj 
we ve highlighted some of our favourites here ee eee 


discounts, deals and competitions 
available to you. 
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HURTIGRUTEN f 
EXPEDITIONS § Silage 


5% OFF FOR GARDENS \, 
ILLUSTRATED MEMBERS 


Dramatic and exotic scenery and sights, 
whether wildlife or from the natural 
environment, are guaranteed with 
Hurtigruten Expeditions. Experience 
paradise on the tropical land and 
seascapes of Central America and the 
Caribbean, with canopy rainforests, 
towering volcanoes, azure skies, and 
turquoise blue waters teeming with 
marine life. Get up close to all that’s on 
offer on our smaller ships. As a Gardens 
Illustrated member you'll receive a 5% 
discount on any expedition you choose. 
Indulge your senses with culinary 
delights, wide sandy beaches and 
endless sunshine. 


Visit hurtigruten.co.uk to use 
the code HRG-GIL at checkout, 
or call 0203 553 1644. 


To browse our full selection of offers, go to gardensillustrated.com/offers 
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ee 
Brittany Ferries 


SAVE UP TO 7% ON 

FERRY TRAVEL 

Take the hassle out of travel with 
acrossing to France or Spain with 
Brittany Ferries and enjoy 5% off. Book 
one of their Sail & Stay holidays to 
France, Portugal or Spain and you can 
claim a 7% discount, too. 


Visit brittanyferries.com/ 
gardensillustrated or call 
0330 173 2549 and quote 621591 


CEs Ree GORGEOUS 
GREETINGS CARDS 

Susan Entwistle paints gardens, 
florals and landscapes in the pointillist 
technique, capturing the essence of 
nature at its best. Her range includes 
original paintings, prints, luxury velvet 
cushions and greetings cards. Spend 


over £30 on her website and receive six 


free greetings cards, worth over £13. 


Enter code Cards22 at the online 
checkout at susanentwistle.com. 


at 


WIGHTLINK 


ISLE OF WIGHT FERRIES 


GETFUPTO 209° OFF TRIPS 
TO THE ISLE OF WIGHT 
Whatever relaxing means to you — 
strolling on a beach, lingering over 
lunch, hiking through the countryside, 
or experiencing a new activity — 
Wightlink is your link to the place that 
makes it happen: the Isle of Wight. 


Visit gardensillustrated.com/ 
offers/travel-with-wightlink-and- 
save or call 0333 999 7333 and 
quote Gardens Illustrated to book 


ALL ABOUT... 
SUSAN ENTWISTLE 


Susan is a pointillist painter 
based in Nottingham. She 
worked for many years in 
knitwear and textile design 
before she settled into her first 
love, painting, in 2006. 


How did you choose your style 
of painting? 


“My paintings reflect a love of the 


beauty of nature and the natural 
environment, whether it is a 


landscape of woodland, a park or 


garden, or the trees and flowers 
within it.” 


How do you use colour? 


“Colour is all important in my 
work. | create the painting by 
building layers of coloured dots 
and marks, using acrylic paints 
instead of threads to emulate 

a tapestry-like impression.’ 


Fred.Olsen Cruise Lines 


ENJOY 10% OFF YOUR 

NEXT CRUISE 

Experience the Olsen Way and enjoy 
your complimentary on-board spend of 
up to £250 per person on selected July 
and August 2023 cruises. Discover a 
different way to cruise with Fred. Olsen. 


Call 0800 0355 108 quoting 
discount code Garden5, or visit 
fredolsencruises.com/affinity/ 
gardens-illustrated 


What can people take from 
your paintings? 


“People can take a little part of 
nature and the garden into their 
house, along with all their own 
nostalgic memories.” 
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See Learning with experts 


Uograde your » 
gardening skills Jimi Biake UE Contcinar 


Planting Design 
Collection Gardening 


Choose from over 30 online courses and learn 
under the watchful eye of some of the world’s 
biggest names in gardening. 


Taught in our friendly online classroom, where you 
get to enjoy inspirational lessons and easy to 
follow assignments you will learn the full range of 


skills needed to become the complete gardener. eeu Wns 
p g Sally Nex Guy Petheram 
Learning with Experts is the only online course Self-Sufficient Dene eee 


Veg Gardening Your Dream 


provider to offer you personalised feedback from Country Garden 


the very best experts all from the comfort of your 
own home. 


. 66 Itis amazing to be able to learn 
Buy today and start anytime: and receive feedback directly from 


learningwithexperts.com the experts. - Julia 


DOWNTOOLS 


Book reviews, the crossword, reader offer and a gardener’s holiday in... 


Find fairy-tale inspiration 
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MADE IN BRITAIN, 
A FAVOURITE WORLDWIDE 


@ Mow over for a perfect edge 


‘e Interlocks for strong joints 


—~ : 
A Sere 


 @ Unobtrusive and weather-resistant — So 


@ Bends easily 
to virtually 
any shape 


@ Galvanised steel available 
in brown, slate, black, 
green or unpainted 


@ Also available 


in CorTen UNRIVALLED 


4 Made in 
IN QUALITY | 
AND SERVICE 


sBritain 


, INVENTED 
< AND 
@ DESIGNED 


Gardeners across the world have discovered 
that the quality and unobtrusive beauty of 


EverEdge lawn edging lasts and lasts EVEREpcE 


SIMPLE TOINSTALL @ LASTS ALIFETIME 


Planters AS Ay 
Edging —_ 


ae 


Call for full details on 01630 417120 


See them all at 
www.everedge.co.uk 


FROM 


FROM SEED TO BLOOM: 
A YEAR OF GROWING 
AND DESIGNING WITH 
SEASONAL FLOWERS 
by Milli Proust 


Quadrille Publishing, £20 
ISBN 978-1787137349 


Exquisitely photographed by Eva Németh, this 
book about growing flowers for cutting and 


arranging is floral heaven for the Instagram age. 


Reviewer Georgie Newbery is a flower farmer, florist and author. 


The layout and content of this 
beautiful book reflects the 
author’s enormously popular 
social media content: from the 
Hansel and Gretel cottage to 
the dream greenhouse, from 
the exquisite light in all the 
photographs, to the grid layout 
images on the how-to pages, 
these dreamy images are 
recognisable, and therefore 
intuitively useful, to a highly 
visually literate readership. 
The practicalities of plot 
layout, tool kit, and general 
notes on growing and floristry 
are dealt with quickly at the 
beginning of the book, after 
which Proust takes you through 
a year divided into eight mini 
seasons. Each section starts 
with a kind of meditative 
journal entry in which she 
considers the mood, the 
light, the dew or the sunshine, 
before she moves on to jobs 
to remember and seasonal 
floral projects. Her growing 
favourites get their own 
spreads. If I were a newbie 
grower I would possibly find 
the captionless photographs 
frustrating — what kind of seeds 


are these? Which cultivar of 
cosmos? However, I can see 
people using the space on the 
pages for their own notes and 
treating the book as though it 
were an inspiring friend. 

The book is dedicated to 
Proust’s grandmother, who 
helped to lay out her patch, 
carrying woodchip to make 
paths dustpanful by dustpanful, 
and the whole story is peopled 
by Proust’s partner, family and 
neighbours. Proust is wary 
of calling herself a flower 
farmer, though I'd say that once 
youve taken on the rental of 
a neighbour’s field and planted 
it up with flowers for cutting, 
youre pretty committed to 
your project. She also says 
she’s untrained, either as 
a horticulturist or florist, and 
yet her knowledge is good — 
perhaps a bibliography would 
have been a useful addition. 

In a post-pandemic world, 
many love the idea of growing 
flowers and creating with them 
and this fairy-tale inspiration, 
with step-by-step projects, 
shows exactly what you'll 
need to grow to make them. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


KA TOLLEMACHE 


Garden 
‘ Well Placed 


A GARDEN WELL PLACED: 
THE STORY OF HELMINGHAM 
AND OTHER GARDENS 

by Xa Tollemache 


Pimpernel Press, £35 
ISBN 978-1910258804 


A showcase of 12 floriferous and quintessentially 


English, mostly country house gardens, designed 
and described by the author Xa Tollemache. 


Reviewer Toby Musgrave is a plants and gardens historian. 


Over its 167 pages, A Garden 
Well Placed is a wholly personal 
account describing a dozen, 
predominantly country house 
gardens designed by Xa 
Tollemache, aka Lady Alexandra 
Dorothy Jean Tollemache, wife 
of John Tollemache, 5th Baron 
Tollemache of Helmingham 
Hall, Suffolk. By her own 
declaration, Tollemache has no 
formal training as a garden 
designer or landscape architect 
and it is encouraging that an 
absence of official accreditation 
is no impediment to talent. 

As pretty as the Cotswolds 
on a sunny June day, as 
traditional as real ale, as comfy 
as well-worn Harris Tweed and 
as comforting as a cream tea, 
Tollemache’s designs are, as 
Fergus Garrett captures in his 
foreword, ‘utterly charming, 
wholly romantic, flowing and 
overspilling with flowers, all 
set within a framework of 
formality. She paints with 
plants, her designs placing a 
great emphasis on flowers with 
beautifully blended colours’ 

The first garden presented 
and discussed at length is 


Tollemache’s own, which she 
has actively evolved since 1982 
and which holds a special place 
in her heart. Others featured 
include Bighton House, 
Cholmondeley Castle, 
Dunbeath Castle and the RHS’s 
Hyde Hall. Tollemache brings 
her own finesse, and certain 
gardens nod to older English 
styles — a dash of Tudor knot at 
Helmingham Hall and flash of 
Italianate geometry at Wilton 
House, but dominant is a 
perceptible Jekyllesque Arts 
and Crafts influence. 

For those who enjoy and/or 
are seeking inspiration for 
what by now may be termed 
a conventional, established and 
quintessentially English country 
house garden ‘look; there are 
plenty of ideas here to pick over, 
and Tollemache’s personal 
explanatory text complements 
the illustrations well. But for a 
book showcasing a designer’s 
work the photograph selection 
(a mix of wide ‘scene-setters, 
overviews of beds and borders, 
and planting details) could, 
and should, have been more 
inventive and inspirational. 
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Creating Colour Harmony in the Garden 
—_——- —- 


THE GARDENER’S PALETTE: 
CREATING COLOUR 
HARMONY IN THE GARDEN 
by Jo Thompson 


Timber Press in partnership 
with the Royal Horticultural 
Society, £35 

ISBN 978-1604699593 


A glorious celebration and classic guide to the 


richness and variety of colour combinations 


available to gardeners and designers. 


Reviewer Rory Dusoir is a Kew-trained gardener and writer. 


With very little in the way of 
preamble or conclusion, Jo 
Thompson’s book plunges 
straight into 100 short case 
studies that illustrate her 
well-considered appreciation 
of colour combinations in 
a garden setting. The case 
studies draw not only on the 
author’s own work as a 
leading garden designer, but 
on a refreshingly wide variety 
of plantings that she admires, 
exploring many famous 
gardens in the UK, and 
making detours to far-flung 
locations including gardens 
of succulents and tree ferns 
in LA, and the Caribbean 
gardens of landscape 
architect Raymond Jungles. 
The case studies each home 
in on a snapshot of a planting, 
which may be at the scale of 
a herbaceous combination or 
of a wider landscape. In a few 
paragraphs, Jo discusses what 
makes the compositions work, 
with her focus squarely on 
colour, although factors such 
as flower size and texture are 
of interest where they affect 
the interaction of the colours. 


Prominent plants are then 
listed in a table with some key 
information. The book does 
not have the scope to discuss 
cultivation and maintenance 
in any detail, but the plant lists 
will make a good starting 
point for further investigation. 
The author's interest in 
colour is broad, and the planting 
discussions often provoke 
tangential comparisons with 
paintings that she admires. Her 
appreciation of colour is happily 
free from any dogma and the 
book is alive to the myriad 
factors that can affect one’s 
appreciation (or not) of a 
particular hue. Above all, the 
reader is encouraged to 
experiment and not to get too 
bogged down in theory: colour 
wheels may help you but are not 
to be slavishly obeyed in an 
arena where there are so many 
subtleties at play. A thought- 
provoking book that will 
encourage gardeners to look 
at their plot with fresh eyes. 


For five of Jo Thompson's 
favourite colour combinations, 
go to gardensillustrated.com 
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FLOWERS FOREVER: CELEBRATE 
THE BEAUTY OF DRIED 
FLOWERS WITH STUNNING 
FLORAL ART 

by Bex Partridge 


Hardie Grant Books, £20 
ISBN 978-1784884345 


A modern and inspirational approach to the best 


flowers, foliage and seedheads to pick, dry and 


arrange by a leading British floral designer. 


Reviewer Caroline Beck is a writer and flower farmer. 


My sister once threw out 
a vase of dried flowers 
that I'd grown, dried and 
artfully arranged, declaring 
categorically that they were 
dead. And here you have the 
nub of the problem: one 
person’s dried flower is 
another’s compost heap and 
the hashtag #lovelydeadcrap 
on social media demonstrates 
that ambivalence. Even the 
author and floral designer 
Bex Partridge acknowledges 
that an appreciation for 
dried flowers ‘depends on 
your willingness to accept a 
flower as dried, and not dead’ 
In this book, written 
during the darkest days 
of the pandemic when many 
of us were reassessing our 
relationship with nature, 
Partridge argues convincingly 
that most flowers, grasses, 
foliage and seedheads can, 
and should, have a life beyond 
the freshly picked, and many 
of them develop a deeper 
character when they are dried 


and displayed with imagination. 


As a flower farmer, I know 
that many growers began to 


experiment for the first time 
in 2020 with drying non- 
traditional flowers through 
sheer economic necessity, and 
discovered a young and 
enthusiastic audience keen for 
that knowledge. This book 
gives them that in spades. It 
takes the reader through 
plants that can be grown in 
the garden, and those in the 
wild — and here the author 
deals with the legislation on 
taking flowers not grown on 
your own land — with clear 
‘What, When & How to Dry’ 
sections on everything from 
traditional flowers for drying, 
such as strawflowers to wild 
grasses, including one of my 
favourites, Yorkshire fog. 

The book itself is a 
beautiful thing to hold in the 
hand, and the atmospheric 
photographs by Laura 
Edwards demonstrates how 
nothing is off limits, and that 
dried flowers should not be 
seen as the gloomy second- 
best of winter, but the more 
dynamic sculptural forms of 
a wildness that we all need 
much more of in our lives. 


“TINKER | 
Wagga a pe! 


The perfect selection of 
tools and kit for gardeners 


Garden Antiques 


www.]sgardens.co.uk 


01905 381679 / 07930 576881 www.TinkerandFix.co.uk 


GARDEN 
MASTERCLASS 


F raat 2 ye 
ate NP a 
4 ee 


alee > 

wir . ‘ 

vt, ? “ 
a 


aN 


Curated by garden designer Annie Guilfoyle and horticulturalist Noel Kingsbury, Garden Masterclass is a place where gardeners, 

designers and landscape architects come together to learn and to share their experience and knowledge. Our audience and our 

tutors are truly global, with tutors including some of the world’s leading and most innovative people in our field. We organise live 
events, online talks and webinars, plus a membership scheme with discounts for online lectures and selected garden retailers. 


For full details and booking please go to 


SUPPORTED BY 
or email gardenmasterclass@gmail.com bes we 


BOOK REVIEWS 


Attracting Garden More new releases, focusing on plants and the kitchen, floral 
Pol | inators design, parks from polluted land, world gardens and meadows. 
THE KEW GARDENS COOKBOOK 
ATTRACTING GARDEN Edited SYS Linford, 
POLLINATORS Kew Publishing, £20 
ISBN 978-1842467459 
by Jean Vernon 
Vegetarian recipes from 
: - chefs and food writers including 
White Owl, £25 FHES 
KEW GARDENS Y lenghi, Th 
ISBN 978-1526711908 COOKBOOK ace waver eras 
« ceunnaaon or many teem Miers, Diana Henry and 
A good book about garden pollinators — in their as as 
er 3 THE FLOWER SCHOOL 
many forms — that’s friendly and accessible By AInseBhIMGseia 


enough to enthuse and help the beginner. 


Ken Thompson 1s an author, lecturer and retired university ecologist. 


That Jean Vernon loves her 
pollinators is evident from 
every page of this book. She 
also gets many of the big 
calls right; for example, she 
warns us not to focus too 
much on honeybees, or 
even bumblebees; most of 
our bees are (often much 
smaller) solitary bees, many 
of them excellent (but often 
overlooked) pollinators. Nor 
should we be too paranoid 
about wasps — like bees, most 
species are small, solitary and 
harmless. She also provides 
a well-chosen list of pollinator 
plants, but makes clear 
there’s a lot more to pleasing 
pollinators than growing the 
right flowers. She’s also keen 
that we shouldn’t ignore moths 
at the expense of their much 
more obvious cousins, the 
butterflies. On the other hand, 
Vernon is just as prey to the 
charms of the latter as the rest 
of us, spending around as 
many words on our 60 or 
so butterflies as she does on 
our 2,500 species of moths. 
Many of the more common 
pollinators get their own 


individual accounts. Of course, 
there are so many pollinators 
that no book can tell us about 
all of even the most common 
ones, but even so Vernon is 
selective about the ones we 
need to know about; the small 
tortoiseshell, comma and red 
admiral butterflies are 
mentioned only in passing. 
And all of the common garden 
bumblebees get a separate 
account — all except one. 

There are also a few 
inaccuracies. Vernon says 
that willow is wind pollinated 
(it is pollinated by insects; the 
seeds are spread by wind), 
and suggests that moths are 
attracted to artificial light at 
night because they navigate by 
the moon or stars (this is a 
topic of scientific debate). 

I would also venture to say 
that growing nettles to feed 
the larvae of a few common 
garden butterflies is not really 
worth it; the world already 
has enough nettles. 

However, a novice wildlife 
gardener hoping to do more 
for pollinators will find this 
book helpful and encouraging. 
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Quadrille Publishing, £27 
ISBN 978-1787138209 

A modern take on floral 
design from Massie, five-time 
Gold medallist at the 

RHS Chelsea Flower Show. 


PARKS OF THE 21ST CENTURY: 
REINVENTED LANDSCAPES, 
RECLAIMED TERRITORIES 

by Victoria Newhouse 

with Alex Pisha, 

Rizzoli International, £55 

ISBN 978-0847870622 

Featuring 52 areas of polluted land 
turned into public landscapes. 


GARDENS OF THE WORLD: A 
CELEBRATION OF THE WORLD’S 
MOST AMAZING GARDENS 

DK, 25 

ISBN 978-0241559246 

A sumptuous tour of some of 

the most beautiful gardens in the 
world, including Versailles, Giverny 
and Gardens by the Bay. 


SOIL TO TABLE 

by Henrietta Courtauld 

and Bridget Elworthy 

The Land Gardeners Press, £35 
ISBN 978-1399908252 

Advice from The Land Gardeners 
on improving your soil alongside 
recipes from chef Lulu Cox. 


“IT would recommend Castleacre Insurance 
unreservedly. You have a wonderful and 
imaginative approach to difficult issues 

and are brilliant at finding original solutions. 
The utter opposite of 
» 


‘The Computer says No’. 


Mr FE, LONDON 


CASTLEACRE 


PRIVATE CLPENT INSURANCE BROKERS 


Independent insurance advice 


+44 (0)203 966 3614 
R f tl 1K +44 (O)1787 211 155 
Guy Everington guyeverington@castleacreinsurance.com 


Hugo Johnsen hugojohnsen@castleacreinsurance.com 


Irelanc mhurop +353 (0) 13ole6149 


Mark Hewlett markhewlett@castleacreinsurance.com 
Ben Redmond benredmond@castleacreinsurance.com 
Castleacre Insurance Services lid, Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 


Castleacre Insurance (Ireland) Services lid. Regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland 


PRINT 
VERSION 


You can buy printed 
issues of the magazine v0 
. . yo z * ree " 
published up to six igi nA 
issues ago at oS : 
buysubscriptions.com 
or see below 
for details. 


DIGITAL 
VERSION 


Save money 
when you 
subscribe to 
the digital 
edition — 
see page 22 
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CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 


Cost from £9.99 each (inc p&p). Subscriber 


discounts available — see below for details. 


TO ORDER PRINTED COPIES OR SLIPCASES 


03330 162114 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED PRINTED ISSUES ORDER FORM 


Complete this form and send to: Gardens Illustrated, Back Issues, PO Box 
3320, 3 Queensbridge, Northampton NN4 7BF (You may photocopy this form). 


SINGLE ISSUES 


copy/copies of issue(s) 


NON-SUBSCRIBERS 
[UK £5.99 per copy 
CIEU £6.99 per copy 
OlRest of world £7.99 per copy 


| would like to order 


SUBSCRIBERS 

UK £4.79 per copy 

EU £5.59 per copy 

Rest of world — £6.39 per copy 


CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 


| would like to order slipcase(s) 

SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 

DUK £849 each OUK £9.99 each 

DIEU £9.45 each MEU £10.50 each 

Rest of world — £10.80 each OjRest of world £12 each 
Postage & packaging is included in all prices. 


PAYMENT DETAILS 


OOO 


Ol enclose a cheque/international money order made payable to 


Visa (]_ Mastercard 1] 


OOOU WOOO OOOO OOOO 
Expiry date OOOO Issue no. Cif shown)L_]L_] 


Signature Date i i 
YOUR DETAILS 

Title Forename 

Surname 


Daytime tel no. 


Emailaddress 


Subscriber number (if applicable) 


KEEP IN TOUCH 


Gardens Illustrated (published by Our Media Limited) would like to send you updates, special offers 
and promotions by email. Youcan unsubscribe at any time. 


Please tick here if you would like to receive these 


We wouldalso like to keep in touch by post and telephone about other relevant offers and promotions from 
our publisher Our Media Limited. If you'd rather not be contacted this way please tick here post phone 
For more information about how to change the way we contact you, and how we hold your 

personal information, please see our privacy policy, which can be viewed online at 
policies.immediate.co.uk/privacy 


+44 1604 973722 


Our Media Ltd for £ 4 
CII would like to pay by credit/debit card, please debit my card A 
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ACROSS 


1 Colourful annuals commonly called 


‘Farewell to Spring’ (8) 

6 Common name of Rhus typhina is 
Stag’s horn ___ (6) 

9 Savill Garden creator’s first name... 
taking end off the heath genus (4) 
10 Where a flower’s fertilised seeds 
develop (5) 

11 An Aronia (chokeberry bush) 
cultivar... some gardener 
overwintered (4) 

12 Hat, thin and translucent, like the 
pods of honesty plants (6) 

13 A type of winter melon... and an 
aphid’s sugary secretion (8) 

15 Twists like the branches of 

eg corkscrew hazel (7) 

17/26 Common name for Nigella 
damascena (4-2-1-4) 

19 Japanese-style cultivation, not for 
those who would grow mighty oaks 
from acorns? (6) 


20 Early large-tubered potato variety — 


isn’t now mashed! (7) 

21 Common name of herb 
Prunella vulgaris — left inside leaf 
she twisted (4-4) 

23 Genus of spotted or Japanese 
laurel (6) 


25 Type of limestone rock used in 3 down 


— initially touched up for alpines (4) 
26 See 17 across 

27 A named yellow-flowering tree 
magnolia — Superman’s girlfriend? (4) 
28 See 8 down 


29 A classic beefsteak tomato with ribbed 
fruit — oddly named ‘Ram’ (8) 


DOWN 

2 Grub... in medlar variety (5) 

3 Good places for alpines. .. er, in 
North American mountain range! (9) 
4 Off-white colour, eg of Rosa ‘Prosperity’ 
— alternative in Hedera (5) 

5 Genus of Lamb’s tongue — makes 
cats shy! (7) 

6 An Agapanthus inapertus cultivar — 
heavens! (3) 

7 First name of Gardeners’ World lead 
presenter... in common Typha (5) 
8/28 Common name of Cornus 

mas (9,6) 

14 Name of a hoop-petticoat Narcissus 
cantabricus — in sunny London! (5) 

15 Common name of Cotinus 
coggygria (5,4) 

16 Plant in Pimpinella genus, with 
liquorice-flavoured seeds — partly 
re-organised (5) 

18 A hardy group of clematis. .. lilac 
I’ve moved — about time! (9) 

20 Sweet, this member of Dianthus 
genus! (7) 

22 An orange-red tulip with yellow 
flaring — ‘Panache’? (5) 

23 Oil distilled from eg damask rose 
petals... makes a tart (5) 

24 Describes plants that fail to bud/ 
flower (5) 

26 A named Streptocarpus with deeply 
veined petals — May alternative (3) 


* Solutions to this issue’s crossword will be printed in the Summer issue 


SOLUTIONS TO MAY’S CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 1 Astilbe 5 Bracts 9 Rich 10 Dress 11 Crab 12 Strimmer 14 Louvre 16 Catnip 
17 Bergamot 19 Oleaceae 21 Pompon OR Pompom 23 Balsam 25 Cerinthe 26 Elan 


28 Trend 30 Ruta 31 Potato 32 Romaine. 


DOWN 2 Saintpaulia 3 Ipheion 4 Bud 5 Basil 6 Anchusa 7 Tea 8 Bear’s breeches 
13 Maple 15 Rhodochiton 18 Riper 20 Amsonia 22 Monarda 24 Motto 27 Leo 29 Duo. 
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Garden Inspifatioh 


agriframes.co.uk |O117 934 1790 


Garden Structures - Fruit Cages - Plant Supports - Kitchen Garden - Outdoor Living 


ENGLISH GARDENING SCHOOL 


— CHELSEA — 


THE ESSENTIAL GARDEN DESIGN DIPLOMA 

_ January — March 2023 
Based at the Chelsea Physic Garden and led by Rosemary Alexander and architect Catriona 
Rowbotham, the course is an overview of Garden Design, covering all the elements needed to rethink 
an average garden. Taking students step by step through site surveying, using the grid, horizontal and 
vertical features, garden layouts and planting plans, costing and specification, plus drawing tuition and 
homework on design and plant portfolios. Tutors are well respected in the industry and will guide 


students on how to succeed in this diverse profession. 

(2 days a week (Wed & Thu), 10.30am—3.! 5pm, plus 2 days homework) 

ONE YEAR GOOD GARDENING DIPLOMA 

September 2022 — beg July 2023 

Covers the best in planting design while training in the more serious aspects of horticultural - anes 

techniques. Practical sessions held at Arundel Castle under the guidance of head gardener Martin Garden of Medicinal Plants — Chelsea Physic Garden Photo: R Alexander 
Duncan and at Sandhill Farm House, Rogate. Lectures by many leading gardening personalities and 

regular visits to outstanding private gardens. Students also learn to draw up planting plans. Not sure which Diploma course is for you? 

(1 day a week (Tues), 10.30am—3.! 5pm, over three terms) VWeleratan parencal ctrdeniee attendian 
GARDENING FOR BEGINNERS epee: 
Wednesday & Thursday 19, 20, 26, 27 April 2023 Information Session when Rosemary explains 
One of our most popular courses, led by master horticulturist Ben Pope, which aims to take each the whole course content and you can see our 
student through all the practical elements of caring for a garden from soil, tools, maintenance, seed facilities at the historic Chelsea Physic Garden. 
sowing and propagating, weed control and pests and diseases. The first 3 days will be spent with 

lectures at the Chelsea Physic Garden and the final day will be spent gaining practical experience in JUST CONTACT USTO SET UPA DATE/TIME 
Rosemary Alexander's much Praised garden near Petersfield and another private garden nearby, where www.englishgardeningschool.co.uk 
Ben is in charge. Participants will be given a chance to prune, plant, sow seeds and regular maintenance Lee i : 

tasks will be discussed. A light lunch and refreshments will be provided daily. Email: info@englishgardeningschool.co.uk 


GARDEN DESIGN & CARING FOR YOUR GARDEN Tel: 020 7352 4347 

Distance Learning Courses study anytime, anywhere in the world 

A stepping stone to a new career. These two correspondence courses are a step by step guide to either ; : : 
designing your own garden or learning how to plant and maintain an existing garden: drawing up plans, Long established as the leader in all design 
hard landscaping, site analysis, planting, month by month tasks etc. Taught through a comprehensive course and gardening tuition and based at the 
book, with projects submitted to us. (/-3 years to complete and individual assessment) unique and historic Chelsea Physic Garden 


Est. 1980 


PLANT SUPPORTS 
FS Garden Artefacts 


Made in England 
Beautiful designs for perennials, roses, shrubs & climbers 


Set a www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk 
www.extex.co.uk +44 (0)1634 718871 Tel. 01773 550495 


Cotswold = =§=Creating Spaces 2022 


© Sculptors ~ae eee 7 
Association SCULPTURE EXHIBITION 


2 
=. 


G 


Grand Opening Sat 28 May: 2- yn THE GARDEN 
Then every Wednesday to Sunday 10-5 including bank holidays from a 
AT MISERDEN 
1 June - 31 July 2022 emits 
please note that the garden does not permit dogs (other than assistance dogs). Gloucestershire GL6 7JA 


www.cotswoldsculptorsassociation.com www.miserden.org/garden/ 


READER OFFER 


20% off* the entire range at Sarah Raven - perfect for celebrating summer 


Take advantage of this great summer offer 
for Gardens Illustrated readers — receive 
20 per cent off* across Sarah Raven's 
entire range. This includes plants, seeds, 


Colourful Solar Globe Set. 


bulbs and garden kit, as well as other 
brilliant ideas for celebrating your garden 
this summer, such as Sarah Raven's 
selection of solar and mains-operated 
lights. Tried and tested to guarantee 
beautiful shine and glow as daylight shifts 
to dusk. Here are some favourites. 


Colourful Solar Globe Set 

Hang these pretty coloured bulbs in a tree. 
Each bulb has its own individual solar panel 
and will come on automatically at dusk. 
Set of 4 £16.95 OFFER £13.55 

Product code 460125-4 


Solar Ammi Majus Stems 

Exclusive to Sarah Raven, the Solar Ammi 
Majus Branch is like the best of a firework 
display, with its open, starburst shapes. 
It’s also easy to dot around the garden 
without the fuss of cables. 

Single £59.95 OFFER £47.95 

Set of 2 £99.95 OFFER £79.95 

Product code 460134 


Solar Festoon Lights 

Add festoon lighting quickly and 
easily to any outdoor space without 
the need for mains power. 

1lset £29.95 OFFER £23.95 
Product code 460122 Solar Ammi Majus Stems. 
OFFER Gardens Illustrated readers receive 
20 per cent off* Sarah Raven's range. To 
browse the full range, go to sarahraven.com 
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HOW TO ORDER aid 
Online at sarahraven.com 

By phone call 0345 092 0283 
Your offer code is GIL22JUN. 
Offer closes 30 June 2022. 


*UK orders only (excluding Northern Ireland). This 
offer is subject to availability. Offer can be used once 
and not in conjunction with any other offer or 
discount. Previous purchases are not valid. Offer 

not valid on sale items, courses, gift vouchers, gift 
wrap or products bought from the Perch Hill shop. 


7 


; 


\ 


" 


\ 
PAN > 


VN 


> ae 


Solar Festoon Lights. 
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CARRIER COMPANY 


norfolk england 


SONS 
Tal 


CLOTHING TO CARRY YOUfTHROUGH THE SEA 
mot 


carriercompany.co.uk +44 (0)1328 820699 


MADE in 
BRITAIN 
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Estate & Garden Waterers 


e 


© 6 q 
. a 


=) 


GARDEN WATERERS & SPRAYERS 


SCH manufacture a vast selection of robust garden waterers & 
sprayers, perfect for areas far from your fixed water source. 


i ey = i) a Contact us today for a FREE brochure 
Fabulously floral, seriously comfortable, bh C ] i ; featuring over 200 British products, or 


totally waterproof visit our website to find out more. 


www.poddyandblack.com 


GARDENS 


Pee Us TRATED 


Get the latest gardening tips and 


news delivered to your inbox 
Sign up for a Gardens Illustrated newsletter 
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The Gardens Illustrated newsletter The RHS Chelsea Hower Show 
Sign up to our newsletter, and the world’s most Our Chelsea newsletter will bring you insights from 
beautiful gardens and plants, as well as expert designers and experts on the gardens and products to 
advice, will arrive in your inbox every week. look out for, and daily news during show week. 


Kitted Out Events and Masterclasses 


Our fortnightly Kitted Out newsletter brings you all Be among the first to hear about Gardens Illustrated 
the best gardening gear, from tools and stylish live events and online masterclasses — and make sure 
accessories to gardening gloves and greenhouses. you never miss out on tickets. 


Signing up is easy, fast, and free. 
Pick the newsletters you d like to receive at 


gardensillustrated.com/newsletters 


OMES 


COANTIQUES 


Stylish & sustainable — the magazine 
for living with old and new 


SUBSCRIBER BENEFITS 


¢ Save a fantastic 50%" on the shop price 


e Pay just £2.49 a month by Direct Debit O /o 


e Never miss an issue of your favourite magazine when you 
filled with the best home inspiration and fantastic subscribe* 
features on collectable antiques 

° Offer ends.31st December 2022 
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*50% saving is only available to UK residents paying by monthly Direct Debit. Your subscription will start with the next available issue. 
UK calls will cost the same as other standard fixed line numbers (starting 01 or 02) and are included as part of any inclusive or free 
minutes allowances (if offered by your phone tariff). Outside free call packages, call charges from mobile phones will cost between 3p 
and 55p per minute. Lines are open Mon to Fri 8am-6pm and Sat 9am-1pm. Offer ends 31st December 2022. 
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THE GARDENS ILLUSTRATED GUIDE TO 


CONTAINER GARDENING 


35 planting recipes for beautiful pot displays 


THE GARDENS ILLUSTRATED GUIDE TO 


- Container ; 
gardening 9.99 


In this special edition, discover 
colourful flower combinations and 
seasonal planting schemes for pots, 
all designed by leading plantspeople. 


Each simple planting recipe 

features a plant list, steps on 

how to achieve the look, and 
suggestions for stylish planters. 
Ts pot You'll also find top tips on container 
growing from the experts, practical 
advice on how to grow your own 
food and cut flowers in pots, and 
inspiration on how to display your 
containers for the best visual impact. 


on your patio 


“Creative ideas to transform your 
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It’s the perfect guide to brightening up 
your outdoor space, from a compact 


SPECIAL EDITION : 
balcony, small patio or larger garden. 


Order your copy today 


*Price applies to UK orders only. Overseas prices, including postage, are £12.99 for Europe and £13.49 for Rest of World. All orders subject to availability. Please allow up to 21 days for delivery. 
tUK calls will cost the same as other standard fixed-line numbers (starting 01 or O2) and are included as part of any inclusive or free-minutes allowances (if offered by your phone tariff). 
Outside of inclusive or free-call packages, call charges from mobile phones will cost between 3p and 55p per minute. Lines are open 8am-6pm, Monday to Friday, and 9am-1pm Saturday. 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Summer ts a great time to visit this collection of stunning gardens 


= r ae Se 4 e ns aR an 


CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY BOTANIC GARDEN 
Cambridge University Botanic Garden is one of the largest University- 
owned botanic gardens in the world. Over 8,000 species spread over 40 acres of 
beautiful gardens and glasshouses in the centre of Cambridge offer year-round 
interest and inspiration. See website for adult and family trails and what’s on. 

1 Brookside, Cambridge CB2 1JE | 01223 336265 | botanic.ac.cam.uk 
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SISSINGHURST CASTLE GARDEN NATIONAL TRUST 
Summer nights at Sissinghurst Castle Garden, hosted by Troy Scott Smith 
and Eleanor Black, are a chance to experience an intimate tour of the garden 
and collections spaces followed by a three-course meal in our restaurant. 
Find our more: nationaltrust.org.uk/sissinghurst-castle-garden. 
Nr Cranbrook, Kent TN17 2AB | sissinghurst@nationaltrust.org.uk 


BLUEBELL ARBORETUM & NURSERY 

Visit our tranquil, nine-acre, woodland garden full of unusual trees and 
shrubs, many of which have been planted for their superb summer colour. 
Many of the rarities on display are available for sale from our adjoining 
specialist plant nursery. RHS Partner Garden. 
Smisby, South Derbyshire LE65 2TA | 01530 413700 | bluebellnursery.com 


WINDSOR GREAT PARK 

This haven of beautiful gardens and woodland combines traditional and 
contemporary styles, with royal connections throughout. Summer begins with 
the heady scent of old fashioned roses in the June borders mixed with woody and 
herbaceous plants, while the rhododendrons and azaleas give their final flourish. 


Englefield Green, Surrey TW20 0UJ | windsorgreatpark.co.uk 


GLAMIS CASTLE 
) Situated in heart of Angus, Glamis Castle is renowned for its rich history. 
The castle offers guided tours where visitors can explore the fascinating 1,000- 
year history, while the gardens have an array of outdoor spaces including The 
Italian Garden, Nature Trail, Walled Garden and the atmospheric Macbeth Trail. 
Angus, Scotland DD8 1RJ | 01307 840393 | glamis-castle.co.uk 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


PARHAM HOUSE & GARDENS 

An Elizabethan home set within an award-winning Garden, located at the 
foot of the South Downs, West Sussex. The grounds include a four-acre Walled 
Garden, containing herbaceous borders, a vegetable garden, a historic glass 
house, and a 1920s Wendy House. 


Pulborough, West Sussex RH20 4HR | 01903 742021 | parhaminsussex.co.uk 
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CHELSEA PHYSIC GARDEN 

Tucked away beside the Thames is London’s oldest botanic garden. 
Established in 1673 by the Worshipful Society of Apothecaries of London, 
Chelsea Physic Garden is home to over 4,000 plants from around the world. 
The Garden and Physic Garden Café are open Sunday to Friday, 1lam to 5pm. 


Chelsea, London SW3 4HS | chelseaphysicgarden.co.uk 


Image; Steve Bradley : 


CLUMBER PARK NATIONAL TRUST 
Clumber Park’s Grade II Ornamental Bridge dates from the 18th 
Century and crosses a splendid 83 acre Serpentine lake. It has long been a very 
popular photogenic beauty-spot and local walk. Restoration work has recently 
been completed after a devastating and intentional act of vandalism in 2018. 


Nottinghamshire S80 3BE | 01909 476592 | nationaltrust.org.uk/clumber-park 


COTTESBROOKE HALL 

The 14-acre, Arts and Crafts-style gardens of Cottesbrooke Hall are a 
constant source of innovation and development from the formal gardens 
that surround the Hall, to the Wild Garden, which flanks a meandering stream 
where acers, spring bulbs and gunneras create a romantic and tranquil air. 
Cottesbrooke, Northamptonshire NN6 8PF | 01604 505808 | cottesbrooke.co.uk 


WATERPERRY GARDENS 

A place to explore, relax and shop in beautiful surroundings. June brings 
Lupins to The Herbaceous Border as it blooms with summer colour and the Mary 
Rose Garden is in all its full glory. Don't miss the Rare Plant Fair on the 12 June. 
Opening times: 10am to 5.30pm. 
Nr Wheatley, Oxfordshire OX33 1LA | 01844 339226 | waterperrygardens.co.uk 


HESTERCOMBE GARDENS 

Hestercombe encompasses 50 acres of quintessential Somerset gardens, 
spanning three centuries of garden design. The estate offers a unique combination 
and varied experience of the Georgian Landscape Garden (designed 1750s), the 
Victorian Shrubbery and the Edwardian Formal Gardens (early 1900s). 


Taunton, Somerset TA2 8LG | 01823 413923 | hestercombe.com 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Nursery guide 


Get inspired for the summer season 
with the best plant and bulb suppliers 


BEETHAM 
NURSERIES 


Award-winning, family-run plant 
nursery in Cumbria, specialising in 
herbaceous perennials and plants for 
over 30 years. We pride ourselves on 
our expert knowledge, friendly staff 
and our passion for plants. 
beethamnurseries.co.uk 
01539 563630 


OLD COURT 
NURSERIES 


Specialist family-run nursery and 
garden open Wednesday to Saturday, 
1lam-5pm from April. Catalogue 
available on request. Order now for 
May delivery of Michaelmas daisies 
and more. 
autumnasters.co.uk 

01684 540416 


MEADOWGATE 
NURSERY 


A family-run, independent nursery, 
specialising in ornamental grasses. 
Over ten years’ experience of growing 
a diverse range of grasses. We offer 
tailored advice on the use and care of 
the grasses we sell. 
meadowgatenursery.co.uk 
07736 523262 


LANGTHORNS 
PLANTERY 


With an eye for the unusual and a 
vast range of plants of all sizes, the 
team at Langthorns is on hand to help 
you choose the right plants for your 
gardens. View online or visit 
our Essex plantery and share our 
passion for plants. 
langthorns.com 
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BUNKERS HILL 
PLANT NURSERY 


A small family-run plant nursery 
near Woodstock, Oxfordshire, with 
an old-fashioned feel and traditional 
values. Our staff have a wide range of 
horticultural knowledge and we offer 
a huge selection of top-quality plants 
including rare and unusual varieties. 
bunkershillgardenshop.co.uk 
01869 331492 


THE PLACE 
FOR PLANTS 


Traditional plant centre located in 
Victorian walled garden with 
adjoining 20-acre garden/arboretum. 
Stocked with trees, shrubs, roses, 
herbaceous, climbers, conifers, herbs 
etc. Café and shop. East Bergholt 
Place, Suffolk CO7 6UP. 
placeforplants.co.uk 
01206 299224 


ASHWOOD 
NURSERIES 


An independent nursery situated in 
the West Midlands offering many 
home-grown beautiful plants. 
Open seven days a week. Mainland 
UK mail-order service available. 
ashwoodnurseries.com 
01384 401996 


STOTTS 
NURSERY 


Small, family-run nursery set in 
Chiltern Hills woodland, 
specialising in hardy annuals, 
herbaceous perennials, shrubs, 
climbers and trees. We have display 
borders for inspiration and use only 
peat-free compost. 
stottsnursery.co.uk 
07542 718307 


EDULIS 
NURSERY 


The nursery grows a large range of 
different ferns and shade-loving 
plants. Many suitable for dry shade. 
There is also a range of our signature 
rare and unusual edible plants. The 
nursery is open for visits now. 
edulis.co.uk 
07802 812781 


From beautiful craftsmanship to handmade 
pots and practical accessories, we can help to 
make your summer garden special 


A Henchman Tripod ladder is 
designed for uneven terrain, 
with fully adjustable legs, claw 
feet, a wide platform rung for 
extra stability, a high rail guard 
so you can work hands free. Free 
gardening gloves for GI readers; 
apply code G522 in basket. 


03333 444229 
henchman.co.uk 


This distinctive, iron, garden 
furniture is forged with a long 
life outdoors in mind, each 
handcrafted piece is zinc- 
galvanised to protect against 
rust and then primed and 
painted to our standard white 
or, alternatively, to your chosen 
colour. Contact us to request a 
copy of our latest catalogue. 


01386 584414 
architectural-heritage.co.uk 


Fabulous, fused-glass fish 
swimming in your borders, 
designed specifically for the 
garden. They are frost safe, the 
heron wont eat them and they 
don't need feeding! 


01243 573411 
ongley-snookdesigns.com 


I create my paintings in a 
contemporary, pointillist style to 
capture the vibrancy and essence of 
beautiful gardens and landscapes. 
Visit susanentwistle.com to 

view my original art, limited 
edition prints, velvet cushions 
and greeting cards. 


0115 937 5705 
susanentwistle.com 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Olicana Mosaics creates bespoke 
features using natural pebbles, 
marble, Venetian handmade 
glass, semi precious minerals 
and bronze; with a considered 
approach and attention to 

detail for clients in the UK and 
internationally. Chelsea Flower 
Show exhibitor 2022 - PW270. 


07980 086266 
mail@olicanamosaics.co.uk 
olicanamosaics.co.uk 


ESIGNS 
Using the natural reflective 
properties of polished Stainless 
Steel brings added glamour 
and beauty to your garden. 
‘Primrose’ the posh Heron stands 
at 1.2m tall and is hand made 
and polished by us in marine 
grade 316 stainless steel. This 
contemporary eye catching 
sculpture will add elegance to any 
garden bed, pond or rockery. 


07720 841394 
devenickdesigns.co.uk 


Time to put a spring in 

your step with a pair of 
lightweight, waterproof, durable 
Backdoorshoes! Perfect footwear 
to slip on/off and nip outdoors to 
tend to the garden, walk the dog 
and even put out the bins... 

We are delighted to be back at 
the RHS Chelsea Flower Show 
this year; do come and say hello 
if you are going, Stand 456! 


01202 232357 
backdoorshoes.co.uk 


Marketplace 


eMstal Piast Supports — 


MANUFACTURED 
IN THE Uk 
1 DERBYSHIRE 


The Bayliss range of Autovents opens and closes greenhouse vents 
automatically without the need for electricity by using the warmth of the sun 


e 2 Year Guarantee ® Credit Cards Accepted ® Online Ordering ® Free UK Delivery 


For a FREE brochure telephone or visit the contact us page 


01335 342981 


www.baylissautovents.co.uk 
Bayliss Precision Components Ltd, Airfield Ind Estate, Ashbourne, Derbyshire DE6 1HA 


ARDENS, 


[ILLUS TR AME D® 


7? x 


To advertise call Mica Enwright on 0117 300 8756 


The Cleft Wood Company 


Traditional Cleft Oak Fencing and Gates. Established over 25 years. 
Contact Alex:- 
www.cleftwood.com — cleftwood9@gmail.com Tel: 07813 760763 


Aquaplancton 
Voted Home and Garden “Product of the Year” 
Pond before Pond after 


Aquaplancton has been clearing ponds of blanket weed, duckweed, algae, green 
water, sludge, slime, odour and clogged filters, for over 30 years. People 
re-order time and time again which says a lot for this safe, natural remedy. 
www.aquaplancton.co.uk 


Tel: 01298 214003 


Warley House and Gardens 


Set in the picturesque village of Warley, on the edge of Halifax, 
West Yorkshire, the property is in a conservation area, within 
the green belt. The five-bedroom detached dwelling was 
constructed in 2005 within historic gardens. Although featuring 
every modern convenience, the house fits perfectly into the 
character of the village. There is an imposing approach along 
a private drive with advanced electronic gate control. 


There is a valuable outbuilding, and the site 
overall covers some 2.5 acres. The impressive 
gardens, part designed by Paul Green, 
(Askham Bryan College), are NGS approved. 
This is truly a gardener's delight. 


The website www.warleyhousegardens.com 
gives more information about the property, 
and a contact link to the agents. 
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- Sustainability and nature are at the core ofa subtly 
romantic, Italian garden by Stuart Barfoot 


+ The enduring and inspiring one-acre York Gate garden 
on the outskirts of Leeds has undergone some changes 


- A prairie meadow by Helen Elks-Smith brings charm 
to a clever countryside home in the New Forest 


- Positive planting from Chris and Toby Marchant 
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caer Save money when you subscribe to the digital edition — see page 22. 
FEIN ke Also in selected Waitrose, Sainsbury’s and Tesco stores, 
as well as WHSmith, and all good magazine retailers. 
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How to spend a gardener’s holiday in... 


Kyoto, Japan 


Explore Japan’s cultural capital in June and take in luxuriant displays of moss and 
hydrangeas in world-class gardens, with art, temples and food markets along the way 


Best organic 
plant-based 
breakfast Tan, 
Higashiyama ward 
Best vegan set 
lunch Kousagisha, 
Sakyo Ward 

Best food tasting 
Nishiki market 
Best place for the 
hydrangea season 
Yoshimine-dera 
Best matcha 
lppodo Tea Co 


Japan's former capital gives meaning 
to the word ‘historic; with ancient 
temples at every turn and an ongoing 
appreciation of traditional ways. 
Kyoto is so laden with heritage sites 
and world-class gardens that the 
volume of tourist imperatives could 
work against those seeking zen-like 
calm. June is a good time to visit: 
hydrangeas are having their moment, 
it’s post-cherry blossom time and 
there are pre-autumn colours to enjoy. 


Flea markets and food stops 
Taking time to properly explore 

a neighbourhood can be very 
rewarding, seeing how people live 
now, while surrounded by the rich 
offerings of past millennia. Lunch 
could be a focal point, for instance 

at well-named Monk, located near 
the string of temples connected by 
the Philosopher's Path, where the 
chef tries to ‘express the beauty and 
the life of the vegetable: Temples are 
cheap to enter; and they are also the 
focal points of monthly markets, such 
as the Toji-Temple flea market, Chion- 
ji Temple craft market and the Tenjin- 
san market held at Kitano Tenmangu 
Shrine with a focus on textiles. All 

of these places are good for eating, 


SNishiki Market. 


as well as the 700-year old Nishiki 
Market, known as Kyoto’s Kitchen. 
You'll leave with a better grasp of 
fermentation and a respect for tofu 
(a Kyoto speciality). 


Micro-season treasures 

In mid-June the rainy season begins, 
followed by high humidity. Going by 
the traditional Japanese calendar 
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of 72 micro-seasons, visit just 

before ‘plums turn yellow’ (16 June). 
Aided by mild winters, the climate 

is perfect for luxuriant displays of 
moss, which every gardener should 
see. The most famous temples are 

in complexes with sub-temples, and 
separate gardens around the different 
buildings. At Tofuku-ji, moss abounds, 
particularly on the north side of 

the abbot’s residence, luxuriating 
over a pattern of paving stones. For 
westerners, it’s a readable mix of 
modernism and classical Japanese, 
having been designed in the 1930s. 
The garden at Saiho-ji is an emerald 
universe, moss flowing into water and 


around trees. By contrast, Ryoan-ji is 
avery different Zen Buddhist garden, 
famed for its dry landscape of raked 
gravel around 15 boulders. 


Take the slow train 

Kyoto's layering of old and new can 

be combined by travelling on the old 
Sagano Scenic Railway along the 
Hozugawa River and past Arashiyama 
Bamboo Forest to the end of the line, 
where the fast train will rush you back 
to town. In Arashiyama, see mossy 
Gio-ji Temple, plus the Okéchi-Sanso 
Villa, built for a Japanese silent movie 
actor, and an inspiring synthesis of 
interiors and exteriors. Kyoto is a 
region as well as a city; it also covers 
Miyama, 30 miles to the south. This 

is a different experience, a retreat 

into the prefecture’s villages and 
countryside, as well as large tracts 

of primary woodland. Managed by 
Kyoto University, Aishu Forest can be 
explored with a guide. Closer to the 


Gio-ji Temple. 


city, the exquisitely conceived and 
executed Keihanna Commemorative 
Park is based around ‘nostalgic 
countryside scenery’ 


Art and zen 

A hydrangea festival at the very 
ancient Sanzen-in Temple (founded 
at the end of the 8th century) can be 
found in Ohara, north of Kyoto, in mid- 
June. History sits well with a younger 
generation of artists and artisans, 
and it is worth putting aside time for 
full immersion into historic districts 

in Higashiyama ward. Kyoto is known 
for textiles, paper and ceramics 

and there are wonderful museums 
inside machiya (wooden houses), the 
former homes of decorative artists 
with perfect taste, at the Namikawa 
Cloisonné Museum, and Kawai 
Kanjiro’s House. The newly reopened 
KYOCERA Museum is causing ripples 
in the Okazaki district, with weekend 
markets and a revival of performing 
arts. And, for zen-like serenity, try the 
Relaxation Space on the fourth floor 
at National Museum of Modern Art. 


Namikawa Cloisonné.MUseum. 
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MADE IN BRITAIN 


HARTLEY BOTANIC 


HANDMADE WITH PRIDE SINCE 1938 
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“VICTORIAN CHELSEA 
ttinghamshire, UK 
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Visit us at the RHS Flower Shows 2022 
RHS Hampton Court Palace Garden Festival 4*- 9° July | RHS Flower Show Tatton Park 20'- 24" July 


Discover the secret of Hartley Botanic by calling UK - 0800 783 8083 or visit www.hartley-botanic.co.uk 
USA - 781 933 1993 or visit www.hartley-botanic.com 


NOTHING ELSE IS A HARTLEY 


The only aluminium Glasshouses and Greenhouses endorsed by the RHS 
® The Royal Horticultural Society. The Royal Horticultural Society, and its logo, are trade marks of The Royal Horticultural Society (Registered Charity No 222879/SC038262) and used under licence from RHS Enterprises Limited 


